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Bay Islands Marine Site

Utila or Roatan marine 

research sites

Cusuco Forest Site

Cusuco National Park



Why is this place so important?

• Cusuco has been listed as one of the
top 50 most irreplaceable forest sites

• More than 50% of Hondurans live
below poverty levels

• Spectacular Caribbean coral reefs

• Honduras is the most mountainous 
country in Central America 



What do we want to achieve?

• Monitoring data of key indicators is 
being used to evaluate the impacts 
of deforestation 

• Allows us to plan best 
management practices to allow for 
conservation and protection



What do we want to achieve?

Bay Islands – Utila - Roatan

• Technological advancements to 
develop and change future 
approaches to coral reef research

• Monitoring data to assess temporal 
patterns and ecosystem change, 
alongside novel research to 
address key management priorities





• First week is spent in Cusuco National 
Park

• Rotate around each of the surveys 

• Spend your week living between two 
camps, one in the core zone of the 
park



• Attend talks about the taxonomic 
groups we work with

• Attend practicals for each taxonomic 
group, learn about what we survey, 
how we do it and the intricacies of the 
study species



• Learn what makes research and 
conservation so important and what 
the data you have collected will 
achieve

• Exposure to a range of new skills

• Meet other students from schools and 
universities around the world



• 4 transects in each camp, each 2km

• 5 habitat plots located along each 
transect at 400m intervals, each 20m x 
20m

• Fauna monitored along each transect

• Mean habitat variables from each plot 
used to characterise tree species 
composition and forest structure along 
each transect





Mist netting and point counts
Network of camera traps and 

assessing transect routes

Ungulates, felids and primates



Reptiles AmphibiansSnakes



Mist nettingMoths & Jewel Scarab beetles Forest structure & carbon surveys 



Cusuco camps



• Second week is spent in at one of the 
Bay island sites: Utila or Roatan

• Learn to dive – PADI open water 
course

• Complete the reef ecology course by 
snorkelling or diving



Assessing the efficacy of a newly created 

Marine Protected Area





Utila



Roatan



• In Honduras it is hot and humid

• Slow pace – stamina

• You will be trekking through the 
forest and carrying your day bag

• If you are fit you will be able to 
enjoy it much more- so get out and 
go 
walking/hiking/running/swimming!

• Make sure you are confident in the 
water and can swim at least 200m



• Training of students in safety 
procedures

• Risk assessments and audits

• Medical cover

• Dive safety

• Communications

• Compliant with government safety 
standards

• Medical statistics published each 
year

Allergies
Please inform us of any 

allergies as soon as 

possibleDive Safety
Medical clearance may be 

required to dive for certain 

conditions (e.g. asthma)



• Lectures and practicals linked to 
the school curriculum

• Opportunities to use your 
expedition for school coursework 
(as an essay or using real data)

• University applications and 
interviews

• Visit opwall.com for more info



• Expedition cost paid to Opwall

• Travel and additional costs 

• After the initial deposit is paid 
instalments can be made or 
monthly payments arranged

• A specific costing sheet and 
estimated total cost will be shown 
at the end of this talk



Full fundraising support available



Follow us on social media:
facebook.com/opwall

Instagram: @operation_wallacea
Twitter: @opwall


