
 EDGBARROW SCHOOL PTA 
Minutes of PTA Meeting 

Held on 9th February 2021 via Zoom 
 
 

 

1. Attendance ACTION 

 Attendees: 
Richard Love  Chair 
Hannah Owen  Treasurer 
Tanya Jacobs  Treasurer 
Stuart Matthews Headteacher 
Andrea Petri  SLT 
Gwen Morgan Fox 
Jo Turner  
Helen Connolly 
David Scarr 
Samantha Douglas 
Sarah Rook  Secretary 

Apologies: 
Katia Bertoli 
Andrew Johnson 
Claire Welch 
Megan Wright 

 

2. Minutes from last meeting and matters arising  

 The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted.  

3. Chair’s Report – Richard Love  

 Richard provided a useful presentation covering Christmas events and future 
plans. See more below. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Hannah Owen  

 Hannah provided a summary of the PTA accounts for the last few months. A 
brief summary is shown below. The forecast spending plan has been reduced 
by £3,500. This includes less spending on coach hire, Celebration of Success 
Evenings, and the Hardship Fund. The Career’s Evening catering is also not 
required.  Stuart requested an estimate of PTA funds available to help pay for 
equipment for the new building. It was agreed (at a meeting held on 19/02 
with Stuart, Richard, Hannah, Tanya and Sarah) that £20,000 would be 
donated to school. This will leave PTA with approximately £6,500 in reserve.  
 

Bank Balances (current at 31 Jan 2021) £36,519.31  

Christmas Income (raffle, market and matched funding) £4,709.66  

Remaining forecast spend £9,828.50 

Available funds £26,570.85  

 

 

5. School Report – Andrea Petri and Stuart Matthews  

 Andrea provided a useful update on this half term.  
 
The school has had a busy half term. Staff have been providing an excellent 
online provision and also teaching 40-45 key worker/vulnerable students each 
day. The Sports Hall has also become a Covid testing centre. The school has 

 



 EDGBARROW SCHOOL PTA 
Minutes of PTA Meeting 

Held on 9th February 2021 via Zoom 
 
 

been able to distribute over 60 IT devices and now all students that needed 
online access at home, have it. 
 
Crown Estate are not currently allowing any events to be held on their land. 
The sponsored walk will therefore not be held this school year, and we hope 
to hold it in September 2021 (even if it has to be some form of virtual event). 
Under 13 year olds are not allowed to use social media or location monitoring 
apps which means apps like Strava cannot be used. 
 
Stuart introduced a virtual video of the new building. It is on schedule to be 
completed by September 2021. There are nine classrooms on each of the 
upper two floors for Maths, English and Languages. On the ground floor there 
are Art rooms, IT rooms and lockers. There are also staff rooms and offices 
and toilets on each floor. The toilets on the top floor are gender neutral – the 
sinks are open plan and the toilet cubicles are fully enclosed. 
 
School still need £40k to fully equip the rooms. This is on top of the £13k PTA 
have already provided for screens. 
 
These costs cover 648 chairs, 324 desks, teacher desks and chairs, filing 
cabinets, office desks and chairs. School are currently negotiating bulk order 
discounts and are endeavouring to reuse or re-allocate furniture where 
possible. We need to start ordering the new equipment as there is expected 
to be a long lead time; as a result, payment won’t be required until the 
summer. 
 
School have been successful over the last year in obtaining grants and 
donations from the Advanced Maths Support Programme (£15k for IT 
equipment), Wellington College and the Crowthorne Education Trust. 

6. Second-hand Uniform Sale - Helen Thompson and Claire Welch  

 Helen Thompson would like to arrange a second-hand uniform sale in the 
next few months to help parents of the new intake. The school places will be 
announced in March. This was agreed within Covid-19 constraints. 

 

7. Bags2school – Mary-Kate Nash  

 The March Bags2school booking was cancelled due to lockdown. The next 
booking is hoped to go ahead on 14th June 2021. 

 

8. Christmas Market – Gwen Morgan-Fox  

 The online Christmas Market was a great success with 24 sellers signing up. 
Gwen, Helen C and Katia B did a great job of setting up the site and 
managing the sellers.  Gwen has lots of ideas for increasing the value of the 
site including further developing the catalogue. Helen suggested that the site 
be rebranded/launched for Mother’s Day and Easter. Gwen, Helen and Katia 
will discuss and re enable sales for Easter if this is possible. 

 

9. Christmas Raffle – Sarah Rook  
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 The Christmas raffle was also run online this year. Spencer Rook and Will 
Owen did a great job of tracking the orders and payments and issuing tickets. 
We sold tickets worth over £3,000 and Will obtained a further £1,113 of 
matched funding from his employer. (This underlines how ‘Company Match 
Funding’ can make a significant and valuable addition to PTA fundraising). 
Thanks go to the onsite contractors ISG for supplying all the prizes. We will 
look at holding another raffle later in the year. This could replace the 
sponsored walk. However we would need to obtain prizes. Stuart will see if 
ISG are willing to provide any more prizes, if not possible, we will approach 
local traders, who we did not need to ask for prizes at Christmas. 

 

10. Career’s Event – 1st-4th March 2021 - Jo Turner  

 Jo is working with Richard and Karen Robinson to organise a series of virtual 
Career events in March. This scaled-down event will involve up to 50 
companies (33 are engaged so far). The format will include virtual talks, web 
pages, videos and Q&A. Lucy and Sarju are putting together the online 
content. They are hoping to get a few more different industry sectors 
involved. School will be encouraging students to get involved through 
assemblies. 

 

11. Race night  

 Refunds have now been distributed for this event.  We still have the resources 
ready to arrange a new Race Night once we are able to mingle again. 

 

12. Grants  

 Megan is having to step back from her role with looking at grant applications 
but we thank her for all her ideas and support. School has applied for a 
donation of English Trees for the new outdoor areas. 
 
Richard introduced another scheme ‘Give as you live’ which is similar to 
easyfundraising and giving tree. We could sign up for this for free, but we’re 
not sure if it offers anything different from the other schemes. 

 

13. Constitution  

 The PTA is required to have a constitution document in order to hold charity 
status. Hannah flagged up that she hadn’t seen the document. Richard has 
looked into it and do have a document lodged with the Charity Commission  
 
Parentkind, the PTA association, offer a constitution template which is very 
comprehensive. Helen C offered us sight of the Ranelagh version which they 
are currently updating to include GDPR and online banking items. The 
constitution should also be displayed on the PTA website. If we are going to 
produce a new constitution, this would need to be confirmed at an EGM or 
AGM, therefore we should have any new draft ready by September to be 
ready for the AGM. NOTE: Since the meeting, Stuart as obtained a copy of the 
constitution which was produced in 2015, we will review this. 

 

14. AOB  
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 Sarah has been in touch with CROW (Crowthorne Reduce Our Waste), a 
Facebook group who are keen to improve our environment. They are keen to 
engage with the school with recycling/litter picking initiatives. Stuart 
suggested that Sarah put them in touch with the lead of the school council, 
Alison Milan, once lockdown is over. 

 

15. Summary of upcoming dates with PTA involvement:   

 • Career’s events  1st-4th March 2021 
• PTA Meeting   20th April 2021 
• Bags2school   14th June 2021 

• Secondhand uniform sale tbc 

 

 Close of meeting  

 


