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From the Headteacher
As we near the end of the summer term I wanted to take the opportunity to write to thank everyone very much
for your help and support this year and to congratulate to all the students on what I hope has been a successful
year for each and every one of them.
This year we are saying goodbye and thank you to staff who are leaving us for a variety of reasons ranging from
retirement, promotions or travelling.
is retiring this year. Glynis has been an absolute stalwart of our Progress Department since 1999
and has spent 18 years supporting our students with their learning. During her time with us I have no doubt that
there are hundreds of students who have benefitted from the care and guidance Glynis has given them. Our
Progress Department has gone from strength to strength over the years and has a wonderful reputation and
our sincere thanks to Glynis for playing her important part in this development. Our very best wishes for a long
and happy retirement.

has been appointed as Director of Science at Burnham Grammar School and although we are
thrilled she has been promoted and is taking this exciting opportunity, she will be missed from our Science
department and our school community. Geraldine joined us in September 2011 and during that time has
worked her way through to 2nd in department. Our thanks for all she has done for Edgbarrow School and our
very best wishes to her in her new post.
leaves us this year as he has been promoted to the role of Assistant Head Teacher at a school in
Feltham. We were delighted when Jamie joined us two years ago to teach Economics and Business and although
very disappointed that he is now leaving us we wish him well for his future. Huge thanks to Jamie for all he has
done for Edgbarrow.

joined us as Head of Business in 2011 and leaves us to work in Oman. Since his arrival he has done
the most brilliant job as Head of Business with over 100 students each year choosing a subject to study within
his department. Our very best wishes to Dan as he takes the next step in this very exciting opportunity to work
abroad.
has been with the Maths department for two years and is leaving us to re-locate to the North East
of England. He has been a brilliant member of department, teacher and has given his time to support our D of
E scheme. Recently Matt became a father for the first time and it seems to me that with a re-location, new job
and a new baby, Matt will be very busy in the future.
is a great young man who joined our PE department for two terms and is leaving us to teach in the
Midlands . Thanks to Mark for all his support and best wishes.

has spent a year teaching with us in the Science department and he has recently secured a job
at Holyport School in Berkshire, where he will have the opportunity to focus on his preferred specialism of
Chemistry. Our very best wishes to Stephen for the future.
is leaving us for Kennel Lane School; this is an area of the Education system that she has always been
keen to join. Jo joined us in 2012 and has done a sterling job supporting and teaching within the Maths
department; a huge thanks to Jo and our very best wishes for the future.

joined us two years ago in 2015 after teaching abroad for many years at International Schools. He leaves us to
spend with more time with his family, less travelling to work and also to concentrate on his studies as he considers a second
degree in Economics. A huge thanks and our very best wishes to Jon
joined us in September 2013 as Head of Art and we thank her for doing a great job in putting a new team
together and ensuring that Art remains a very popular subject across the school. Hannah is leaving us to take on the very
important role of full time mum and we hope that she has the most wonderful few years with her family.
will be taking a one year sabbatical to give her the opportunity to travel. We hope that Natalie has the most
fantastic year and look forward to welcoming her back to the English department in September 2018.

has been a pivotal member of our Progress department from 2007. Ashley has specialised in working and
supporting students with ASD and has been a most wonderful colleague. On behalf of all staff, students and parents we wish
her well for the future.
and
are all leaving us to begin their teacher training. We thank them all for
is leaving us
all their work with our students and wish them well as they begin their studies in September.
after 3 years to study for a MA in Christian Leadership at St Mellitis College, London.
Last but not least
who has been part of our Sixth Form team for the last two years is leaving us to move to
Singapore with her family, while
who has spent the last year working with us as a Cover Supervisor is moving
to Northern Ireland; our thanks and best wishes to both colleagues.
In the last few weeks of term we have had three evening events that seem to have gone very well.

First of all our Summer Concert was a great success with students from years 7-13 being given the opportunity to perform
in front of a large supportive audience. A huge thanks to all the parents and friends who attended, to the students for
performing and to the staff for making this opportunity possible.

This was our 11th year holding this event and it seems to go from strength to strength. There was a great turnout from
students and all their parents and for some, even grandparents. I am so pleased we are able to find an opportunity to
congratulate and encourage our students through Year 7-10 rather than just wait for GCSE and A Level results. This year
our guest speaker was Verity Ayling-Smith (2003-2010), our very first Head Girl, who after completing her degree in
Anthropology at Durham University went on to study for her Masters in Culture and Difference. Verity now works at
Leonard Cheshire Disability, one of the UK’s largest disability charities in London. Verity was a great choice of speaker and
spoke with such clarity and compassion - we were all very proud.

Last Thursday night we met the Year 6 students who will joining us and their parents. This is a really important but also fun
evening where the students meet their Tutors for the first time while the parents meet the Head of Year, myself, Chair of
Governors and the PTA. We are so lucky each year we are full in numbers and students and parents seem very happy to be
joining Edgbarrow School. Long may it last!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank a most outstanding Head Boy and Head Girl team for their hard work and
commitment this year. Our Head Boy and Head Girl, Calum Hill and Flora Hamilton and our Deputy Head team of Austin
Backhouse, Harry Bollands, Ryan Proctor, Stephanie Bailey, Emily Jennings and Kiara Taylor have been fantastic.
The manner in which they have conducted themselves and worked with students and staff has been superb and an
achievement of which they should all be very proud.
Just before Easter we appointed our new Head Boy and Head Girl team. We should be so proud of all our Sixth Form
students who applied for this post as they spoke with such confidence and warmth about the school. Our new Head Boy
is Jasper Chopping and our new Head Girl is Hollie Piff. Our Deputy Head Boys this year will be Philip Fletcher, Joel Gunner
and Harry Jack Jones while our Deputy Head Girls are Annaliese Barber, Madison Burleigh, Gemma Dauncey and Nicole
Jenkins. Congratulations and best wishes for the year to our new team.

I hope you all received the letter we sent to parents regarding the setting up of our Corvus Learning Trust. In the next
few weeks we should hear if our application has been successful. If so, we shall start the process of consultation in
September.

Our Year 7 intake for September 2017 is full with 210 students. There are currently 87 students on our waiting list. Of the
original 210 students offered a place on 1st March 2017, 207 were 1st preference and live in our catchment area.
We believe there will be a steady growth of student numbers coming through into Year 7 in the next few years.
In the Sixth Form we had 384 students on roll at the start of this academic year, which represents an increase of
approximately 60 students on the previous year.
For September 2017 we anticipate a Sixth Form of 390 students. We are delighted with the continued growth and
development of our Sixth Form, and thanks go to all the staff involved with supporting this number of students.

●
Skirts should be pleated Harrow grey, knee-length, stitched down pleats - no straight skirts, no stretch fabrics.
●
Trousers should be Harrow grey, no stretch fabrics - skinny or tight fit trousers are not permitted.
●
Trousers should be Harrow grey, flat front and slim leg
Socks should be dark colours only - no white socks
All items can be purchased from Trutex, using the school’s code LEA00281SD, or SWI. Equivalent items may be
purchased from any High Street retailer or supermarket and must be Harrow grey in colour. Harrow grey is dark grey.
Many thanks for supporting us with this as we move forward into a new academic year. If you need any help with the
uniform please do not hesitate to contact us at school.

I would like to make my usual plea that students do not come onto the school site during the holidays, evenings or
weekends to use the all-weather pitch, playing fields or to sit around on the school benches. I know for a large number
of students this would not be their option of choice, but a small minority of students cannot stay away. As you know we
do not have gates to enable us to lock the site and therefore people can wander into school. Our Facilities Team will be
working throughout the summer on building projects and will be vigilant with regards to site use.

I am pleased to report the school has taken over management of the Sports
Complex from 1st April 2017 and we are running it on a block booking basis from
5.30pm – 10pm Monday to Friday. We are also taking bookings for Saturdays and
Sundays. We’ve recently agreed with a local organisation (run by a future parent)
to operate an activity club on weekdays during school holidays. For further information regarding block bookings and holiday activities please contact Vicky Rice
on 01344 467653 or lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

I am also delighted to report that we now have our new Dance Studio and that, our students, as well as the department,
are thoroughly enjoying this new facility. Students are using the Dance Studio on a daily basis and I believe it is a popular
space used four times a week in the evenings through our block booking system.

This term Cucina were awarded the new catering contract for the next 3-5 years. As part of this development they will
be improving the catering facilities within the Sixth Form and opening an outlet in this area. At the same time we will be
installing an external catering pod for students to buy their food which will be open at break and lunch. As the school grows
in student numbers it is important that we try to find different outlets for students that are convenient for them and help
reduce queuing times.

Once again this year we have organised and run a huge number of trips and visits for our students. A huge thanks to all

the staff for their willingness to give up their time to organise and support these extra-curricular activities.
Despite the continued security alert we have been fortunate enough to be able to run all of our trips and visits both into
London and abroad, as well as the usual residential and day trips both locally and further afield.
This year we broke the record with 158 Year 7 students spending 3 days in Osmington Bay. Thanks go to Julia Cooper and
her Deputy Tom Burrell for being brave enough and willing to take so many students.
I would also like to report that once again on all of our trips and visits this year the behaviour of our students was of the
highest order and the school is regularly being congratulated on the manner in which our students behave. This is great
news; how lucky are we!
However there have been many trips over the last few weeks and below is a quick update on some of the recent summer
term trips:
● Year 7 – 158 students to Osmington Bay
● Year 8 – 107 students to Land and Wave
● Year 9 – 87 students on DofE Bronze and 123 students to Paris Disney
● Year 10 – 40 students on Silver DofE, 103 students to Alton Towers and 60 students to Battlefields
● Year 12/13 – 15 students on Gold DofE
I do hope that all of the students have enjoyed their trips and visits, not only recently, but across the year and I would like
to take the opportunity to thank all of the staff for giving up evenings and weekends in order to give the students this
opportunity. I am sure I speak on behalf of all of the parents and the Governors when I say thank you very much to the
staff.
This has been a fantastic year for the students and the school with many successes ranging from academic and sporting
achievements to productions, concerts and the many wonderful trips and visits.
We look forward to Thursday 17th August for our A Level and BTEC results and 24th August for our GCSE and BTEC
results. Fingers crossed and best wishes to everybody.
Huge thanks to the students, staff, parents and Governors. I wish everybody a happy and safe summer holiday and look
forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 6th September 2017.

We are proud to announce that we have been awarded TeenTech Centre of Innovation
and Creativity - Silver Status.
TeenTech is a national STEM competition open to all year groups where students are
tasked with generating ideas for a new product that would improve our lives. It requires
students to work in teams on a project chosen from a range of categories. We have taken
part in the last two years and reached the grand final last year which was held at the Royal
Society with speakers such as Dr Brian Cox.
This year Edgbarrow School has been recognised by TeenTech for the strength of our programme, supporting our
students with the opportunity to develop qualities which will be of very real value in tomorrow's world.
This is a real honour for the school and illustrates the commitment and hard work shown by our students.

Highest Ability and Talented

Poetry By Heart is a competition for students in Years 10 to 13 in schools
and colleges in England to learn and to recite poems by heart. We are
extremely proud to announce that four Year 10 students took part, with
one student progressing to the county stages of the competition.
Amelia Gould, Georgia Harding, Caleb Trainer and Harry Mayes were challenged to memorize and recite
two poems – one published before 1914 and one in or after 1914 in front of a panel of Edgbarrow judges.
All the performances were impressive and revealed the students’ careful preparation and perceptive
understanding of the meaning and content of the poetry they performed.
Georgia Harding consequently won the competition and became a Runner-up in the county rounds of the
competition.
The county judges shared these observations about Georgia’s recitations:

We are thrilled with the results of this competition and look forward to hosting it again next year. Once
again, a huge congratulations to all students who took part!

‘Busta Rhyme’ is a national poetry competition that encourages students to write in any form they
choose and about any subject.
Hannah Springford, Riona Nothard, Theo Brooks and Finlay Young embraced the opportunity and
submitted poetry they had written in school.
We were delighted to hear that all four poems were chosen to be published as part of a selective
anthology that celebrates impressive student poetry. The anthologies showcase the students’ inspiring
and imaginative writing and are available in the Library to view.
Congratulations to all students that took part and I hope this inspires
you to continue with your creative writing!

Many thanks to all those who have donated to the school fund. We ask parents for their help
in contributing to a school fund with a suggested donation of £60 or a monthly direct debit
of £5. This year we have received over £20,000 in contributions which is a fantastic response. This money has been used
to reduce the scale of the cuts applied to department budgets as well as establishing a curriculum development fund for
which departments can bid to obtain resources to support new or changing courses. Your money has helped in the
following areas:
– text books
– online resources
– desktop cameras, stop watches and data loggers
– work books for KS3
– tablet PCs
– HD TV

– Fusion software and online resources
- Laptop Trolley with 30 laptops
- contribution to equipment required for Sports
Complex
- additional laptops
- sound and lighting equipment for 2nd drama room

Without your contributions we would not be able to fund these vital resources. Your donations are making a massive
difference to our ability to maintain outstanding standards across all year groups and on behalf of the students we would
like to say huge thank you.
If you haven’t already contributed and would like to do so please follow the

.

Parents and carers can give Ofsted their views of our school at any time of the
. Your views are really
year using an online questionnaire called
important in helping inspectors form a judgement about our school, and to help
us know what is going well and what could be improved.
Please register at
. Once your login has been activated, it only takes a few
minutes to complete answers to 12 short questions on a variety of aspects such as bullying, the quality of
teaching and level of homework.
If you do not have a computer or an email address, or if you would like help to use Parent View, please
do get in touch with us.

Year 7 News
Head of Year : J Cooper
As I sit and write this piece it is 300C outside and we are fast
approaching the summer holiday! It seems only yesterday
that we were starting at the beginning of Year 7 and now we
have completed our first year together at Edgbarrow. It has
been a pleasure working with the group this year, getting to
know them as individuals and seeing them grow and develop
over the year. I am proud of the way that the students have
adapted to the demands of secondary school. Their attitude
to their lessons has been outstanding and their enthusiasm has
been channelled into some fantastic progress. This was
reflected in a wonderful set of grade reports that were
recently sent home. I was delighted to present certificates to
those pupils who had gained excellent results for their
progress and attitude to learning in lessons not only in the
summer term but throughout the year. Well done to all.
Within the year group we encourage students to make the
most of every opportunity and I am delighted that so many
are doing exactly that. The Year 7s have been keen to
become fully involved in all aspects of school life this year. I
have been pleased to see so many of them taking on different
roles such as pupil librarians, members of the school council
committees, sporting teams, music and drama, as well as fully
embracing opportunities within the classroom.
Earlier this month we held our Celebration of Success
Evening and I was very proud to be able to acknowledge the
achievements of so many Year 7s at the in a more formal
setting.
Our Sports Day was an amazing success, with so many Year
7s taking part and competing at a very high standard. The
races, attitude and enthusiasm on Sports Day were superb
and it was a delight to be a part of the sporting celebration,
especially witnessing some of our year group breaking school
records. Well done to all who took part and congratulations
to 7R, who won the Year 7 sports day competition.
A number of Year 7s have accompanied Mr Elsey on his Year
6 Primary School visits. Both Mr Elsey and the primary school
teachers have commented on what wonderful ambassadors
they have been. This has been true for all members of the
year group who have acted as guides to our visitors during the
year. They have been a credit to themselves and to the school.
We have continued to run our Edgpoint reward scheme and
the year 7s have been particularly successful in gaining fast
passes for the canteen. I am delighted that 15 students
earned enough Edgpoints to gain our top prize and had lunch
with Mr Elsey. Well done to all and I trust this excellent
attitude will continue into next year.
Our year group trip to Osmington Bay was a great success.
Students fully embraced the opportunity to get involved in

many different challenging activities and not only to build
upon friendships they have already made but also to mix with
new people from within their year group. I certainly enjoyed
the trip and feel that I know the year group much better than
I did before we went and hopefully the pupils do the same. A
huge thank you goes to all the staff who gave up their weekend to come and support the pupils.
The year group have also been lucky enough to go to Portsmouth Historic Dockyards with the History Department
when many of the Tutors were able to go with the students
for a day out of school classrooms. Thank you to History for
arranging such an enjoyable trip for the year group.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my team of
tutors who have done a wonderful job of settling the Year 7s
in and supporting them through their first year. A special
thank you also goes to Mr Burrell my deputy, who has helped
support me in the running of the year group and the organisation of events and trips.
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a welldeserved summer break! I look forward to working with you
all again next academic year as we move into Year 8!

The Sports Complex is operating well with lots of additional bookings. We are keen to
encourage the local community to use the Sports Complex as much as possible.
If Wimbledon has inspired you to pick up your racket, courts are available for hire midweek after
5.30pm, Saturday and Sunday mornings and Sunday evening.
The astro is also available to hire both midweek after 5.30pm, and at the weekends.
Students are more than welcome to book the Astro over the summer, but please note that they are not permitted to use
it without a pre-arranged booking.
Please contact Vicky Rice our Lettings Assistant on 01344 467653, or e-mail lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk, and she
will be happy to help you.

PTA News
Thanks to your contributions and support the PTA has raised just over £28,000 this school year.
This great figure was achieved through a number of events and donations from the Christmas Shopping Evening to the
Sponsored Walk, the Quiz to match funding from various corporate companies.
The aim of the fund raising is to support school activities, the PTA contributions this year
include:
•
•
•
●

School minibus funding
Scanning pens for student support
Food and drink on the Decorating Days
Catering at the Careers Evening

•
•
•

PE coaches
Science equipment
Author visit for Year 7

The PTA was particularly pleased to be able to support new equipment for the sports facilities taken over by the school earlier
this year.
For the next school year we are keen to invite more parents and teachers to join the PTA. No matter how much or little time
you can offer there will be some contribution you can make. There are many roles, some specific to individual events which
may only require your assistance for one evening, some are year round such as the Treasurer.
Other ways you can contribute include match funding, where the company you work for may make a contribution on your
behalf. You may be great at completing applications for grants and donations from publicly available funds or the best bacon
sandwich maker in Crowthorne, which is essential to the success of the Decorating Days!
We will host a Wine & Cheese Evening and AGM on Thursday 28th September, so mark the date in your diary and join us to
find out more about the work we do and the valuable contribution the PTA make to the school and students.
You can contact us via the PTA email address or the school website.

In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before
if a student is going to be away.
The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the
telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff.
The telephone number is:, alternatively, please
the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk).
If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system, contact will be made with home.
If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The
school does have a fully qualified nurse who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made
with the parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital,
but treatment cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent.

Permission will not be given for family holidays during term time.
It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.

Year 8 News
Head of Year : M Jackson
The years seem to go faster and faster; is it that I am getting older or the pupils are, or the number of things we expect them
to do? As I write this we are ending the term with Inter form competitions in P.E., summer music concerts, sporting fixtures
with other schools, a celebration of success event as well as finishing topics in class and presenting work and bringing the year
to a close.
I am lucky to be the Head of a lovely year group and to watch the pupils grow and develop over the 2 years we have been
together, giving me such a sense of pride in the year group and that I am able to work with them and my colleagues in a lovely
school.
As a year group we have been involved in all aspects of school life, this term and throughout the school year. Grade reports
have been sent home and they reflect the great attitude and hard work that the year group are putting into their lessons.
We have just had our own year group celebration in school and it is always amazing how many staff send in long lists of names
of pupils doing well in their class. The noisy time we have together to celebrate this is always one of my favourite events in
the year.
As a year group it has been a Year 8 duty to provide “runners” for the school as well as Tour guides for visitors. The pupils
are always enthusiastic volunteers but have done themselves and the year group proud with their work this year. Mrs Hill
and Mrs Sayce our school receptionists are always telling me how well they have done helping our busy school to function
well. Thank you to all who have performed these roles.
Our charity work this year has been driven by individuals within our year group, with Bethan Cooper, Emily Pittick and
Eleanor Bradley, all organising cake sales with their friends and raising monies for charities which are very important to them.
Well done girls (and friends). We have also collected our small change that people were happy to give and over the summer
we will count the money and pass it on to a charity chosen by the year group early in the autumn term.
As I look back over the term and the whole school year, it wonderful to know that Year 8, are performing in school concerts,
taking an active part in sports teams and representing the school in so many activities, well done to all who have taken part
in an event for the school. I challenge you all to do so again next year and for more of your friends and fellow pupils to join
you.
A special mention in this regard should go to Joel Trainer (Q) and James Gilbert (U) who joined with two Year 9s to form
our school team for the Maths Challenge. We enter a team each year but this year’s team deserve a special mention as we
made it to the national Finals. This is a tremendous achievement and the school is very proud of their efforts. Well done to
the team and the Maths department.
The PE department continues to run a busy supporting programme across a range of sports for the pupils and I am delighted
with the way Year 8 embrace their opportunities and join in. I was particularly pleased to watch Year 8 on sports day taking
part in a competitive but supporting way. I thoroughly enjoyed the day.
The end of term is always a busy event and we have two busy days for enrichment with the Geography department leading
a trip to Bournemouth on both days and students being given the opportunity to take part in different activities on the other
day in school. Thank you for your support with these events.
Our year group trip this year was to “Land and Wave” in Swanage and it was a
fantastic weekend - all those attending had a wonderful time. They seemed to enjoy
the camping (it certainly was not glamping) and threw themselves wholeheartedly into
the activities. They seemed to enjoy all the activities particularly the water based, raft
building and giant paddle boarding, as well as learning bush craft skills (including fire
lighting) in the woods.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my Tutor Team, (Miss Pilgrim, Miss
Kadodia, Miss Mullane, Mr Simpson, Mr Fisher Miss Miles and Miss Owens) for their continued hard work with the year
group as well as our attached Tutors, Mrs Price and Mrs Tolcher. They are the people who help in school with the day to
day life of the year group and support your children, our pupils, and help to make their days as successful and enjoyable as
we can make them.

David Bibby, Assistant Head, has also worked with the year group for Year 8, and we would thank David for all the time,
effort, hard work and humour he has brought to the year group. David good luck,
next year with your new year group, I know you will still keep an eye out and
support our group in school. Thank you.
I would like to finish by thanking you for all your continued support. We achieve
the best outcomes for our pupils when school and home work together and I look
forward to continuing this next year. I would also like to wish you and your
families a fantastic summer break and well-earned rest.

The evening of Wednesday 7th June saw Edgbarrow Art & Photography Department hosting the Private View of their annual
exhibition of students’ work. Parents, staff and governors were joined by Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Mrs Tina McKenzieBoyle, and her consort, Mr Bruce McKenzie-Boyle to celebrate the achievements of the GCSE & A-Level Artists. Mrs Tina
McKenzie-Boyle was “completely taken aback by the brilliance, diversity, flair and instinct that the scholars have”, and spent
a good deal of time carefully studying the students’ artwork.
Over 400 votes were cast for the Creative Edge Awards, and the prize
winners were as follows:
Eleanor Bell
Jordan Harris
Sarah Wilson
Evan Spanswick and James Bullingham
Congratulations to ALL the students for a vibrant and varied display of work.
We wish them all the very best for the Summer results, and beyond.

Jordan Harris

Evan Spanswick
James Bullingham
Sarah Wilson

Eleanor Bell

Year 9 News
Head of Year : E McClatchie
I cannot believe how quickly this year has gone! Year 9 have had another very successful term. I continue to be very impressed
with the fantastic work ethic Year 9 have adopted and this positive approach has enabled them to make excellent progress
across their subjects. With their options made Year 9 are now ready to start Year 10 in a very strong position.
Sports Day was a tremendous success again this year. I was delighted to see so many Year 9s involved in both the field events
and the track. The standard of competition was very high and the atmosphere amongst all the competitors was one of friendly
rivalry. I was also impressed by the excellent support from those not taking part on the bank. 9T were the eventual winners,
making Mrs Kalkwarf (their tutor and head of PE) very proud! We have also had inter-form Rounders and softball this term.
Both these competitions were very well supported with all forms entering teams. Again the positive and fun approach from
all involved made both these events very enjoyable. The winners of the boys’ softball were 9T and the girls’ Rounders 9P.
The Year 9 inter form quiz is always a tightly contested affair with great pride attributed to the winners by both tutors and
tutees alike. This term’s winners were 9U, who will now have the great honour of taking our giant bath duck on his summer
holidays.
The Year 9 girls’ Rounders team have had a very successful season. It is always a pleasure to work with this group of girls and
we have had regularly over 40 girls attending practices. I am delighted to report that the Year 9 Rounders have remained
undefeated this year, winning the local inter-school league. The boys have also had a successful term with their cricket team
doing well in several fixtures.
It was wonderful to see so many talented Year 9 musicians being involved in the Summer Concert. It was a very enjoyable
evening, where many members of the year group were able to share their talents with us all.
Our Celebration of Success evening was a great opportunity to mark the many successes in Year 9. It was a real pleasure to
be able to acknowledge their achievements in a slightly more formal setting.
The Year 9s have had many opportunities to go on school trips this year. It was my personal
pleasure to take so many of them to Disneyland Paris last weekend. Their fantastic
behaviour and positive approach to the whole trip enabled us all to have a fantastic time. I
have many wonderful memories of both pupils and staff alike throwing themselves into all
things Disney.
I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to Mr Lucas, 9R’s tutor. He joined us at
Christmas and has been a fantastic tutor, I know 9R are really going to miss him.
We wish him every success in his move and a new job in Loughborough.
I would like to thank you all for your continued support. I hope you are all able
to have an enjoyable summer break together with your families.
I look forward to renewing our partnership in September, when we can start to tackle the challenges of Year 10, in the same
positive and enthusiastic way you have approached each new aspect of your school lives.

We would be most grateful for the following items, shown below, to help maintain our resources in the Science Department.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Small windup toys (Happy Meal toys)
Small toy cars
White ceramic tiles (6” square)
Clear Nail Varnish
Small battery operated Radio (working)
2 litre ice cream containers

Please deliver any items to our School Reception.
Thank you

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Wind up clock (with hands)
Hand rotary whisk (with gears)
Torches (no LED)
Plastic carrier bags
Wallpaper lining
Cotton thread
Cutlery baskets from dishwashers

This year we launched our Student Subject Ambassadors (SSA), where
students from Years 8-10 and Year 12 become honorary members of a
department and help develop teaching and learning within that department.
Students were asked to apply for the role, writing a personal statement as
to what qualities and skills they have that would make them an effective SSA.
Over 85 students applied and 40 were selected by the student leadership
team and SLT to become SSAs.
SSAs received an induction and training about their roles and then went off
to work with their
departments.
The projects they worked on throughout the year have been
fantastic and include:
developing resources for lessons, such as Scratch coding with
errors for Year 7s to spot; giving feedback to students on their
assessments; through to helping tidy up displays in the subject
areas.
All have made a positive difference to the quality of teaching and
learning at the School.
Next year we sadly lose our Year 10s and 12s as they move into
exam years, but look forward to new Year 8s joining the team
and developing the role of the SSAs even further.

On the 10th May Years 8 and 9 were lucky enough to be visited by Google
Expeditions. This was a program that aimed to bring virtual field trips to
schools across the UK and we were lucky enough to be selected. We visited
places such as; the Borneo Rainforest, The
North Pole, The Great Barrier Reef and Rio
de Janeiro. All of the pupils enjoyed their
sessions and were able to experience
something completely new for fieldwork.

In our last newsletter I announced that our Year 8/9 maths team had
come second in the regional final of the maths challenge. We were
absolutely delighted when the email came through in early May to
say that we had made it through to the National Final! A first for
Edgbarrow!
On a very hot Monday (19th June) we made our way by train to the
Lindley Hall in Westminster, London. 88 teams had made it through
to the final out of 1700 teams that had entered regional heats across
the country.
Our team was Ellie Killner and Adam Rook from Year 9, and Joel
Trainer and James Gilbert from Year 8. I am thrilled to announce that we came 68th on the day which puts our team in
the top 4% across the country. Needless to say I am extremely proud of their achievement. The winners were St Olave’s
Grammar School in Kent. Many congratulations.

On Thursday 27th April our top set maths students in Years 7 and 8 sat the UKMT maths challenge.
This is a national competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different areas of
mathematics. Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

Year 8

GOLD

Joel Trainer ** *
James Gilbert
Ethan Jackson

SILVER

Joshua Breare
Jack Dyson
Rebecca McLellan
Emily Nichols
Justin Crotaz
Alex Pottie
Jacob Sheffield

BRONZE

Kieron Dhaliwal
Michael Warren
Clara Bally
Elizabeth Doubtfire
Amy Clark
Riona Nothard
Bethan Cooper
Amy Clayton
Jonathan Ashenden
Sam Day
Matthew Donnelly
Lewis Lee
Lois Markwell
Adam Barr
Ellen Fogarty
Oliver Prendiville
Imara Wright
Dylan James
Theo Brooks
Alex Daley
Ronnie Johnson
Owen Butler
Madi Clark
Leah Huggins

Year 7

GOLD

Tom Pearce*
Samuel Cooper

SILVER

Morgan Kimber
Rory Reynolds
Max Lau
Matilda Ferrar
Adam Cox
Jorja Abel
Noa Merzer
Rosemary Purvis
Dominic Irwin
Basil Khamisani

BRONZE

Max St Aubyn
Charlie Down
Emmanuel Padilla
Suzanne Perry
Joseph Lawton
Ruben Botha
Maximillian Stanners
Adam Chopping
Lucy Reeves
Samuel Badger
Cameron Love
Rui Wright
Abigail Masey
Kailen Meade
Olivia Wood
Gavin Black

** Joel Trainer also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’.
* Joel Trainer and Tom Pearce also received a certificate for ‘Best in their Year’
The maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment
activities and congratulate those that have received certificates. Well done!
D Holloway

This year we are hoping to be able to send out exam results by email to students. This would
primarily be of benefit to any student who is away for results day and will, therefore, be unable
to collect their results in person.
A Level and BTEC Results for the majority of our students will, as always, be available in the Sixth Form Atrium from
(
for students concerned about University offers). From
onwards Year 12 students can
collect AS/Vocational results. The results will be emailed on the afternoon of results day. Results will not be released to
anyone other than the student him/herself on results day.
Results for the majority of our students will, as always, be available in the Gym from
. The results will be emailed on the afternoon of results day. Results will not be released to anyone
other than the student him/herself on results day.
If students wish to receive their results this way they must make sure that they are able to log into their school email address
remotely via webmail from home prior to the end of the school term. From the Edgbarrow School website home page,
hover above the LOGIN icon. A drop down box will appear, select Webmail. This will then redirect to the login where
students can log in to their school email.
We are unable to make this service available to parents as exam results belong only to the student. We are hoping that by
giving you this information in plenty of time that you will ensure that your son/daughter will carry out the above procedures,
if indeed, they are unable to come into school on results day.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require any further information by email to
sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

Year 10 and Year 12 French students had a brilliant visit to Normandy this term. Despite travelling overnight they started
their immersion weekend full of enthusiasm speaking lots of French and trying new activities including the infamous
‘Parcours de Santé’ where they got very muddy! Everyone used lots of French as they threw themselves into the river
and then repeated it in the past tense. I got some great pictures for the yearbook next year!
On Saturday we went to a local market to buy our lunch; if you didn’t try your French you were going to go hungry but
the picnics turned out to be very lavish. The crêpes looked particularly good although they disappeared in seconds! In
the afternoon we visited Mont Saint Michel and climbed up A LOT of steps in the sun.
The journey home was a very relaxing mix of maths revision, limbo dancing and the disco on the ferry although Mrs
Brandist and Mrs Lagna are still annoyed they were beaten in the film quiz!
Un très bon week-end with an amazing group of students.

Another DofE expedition season has been successfully completed with Bronze (Year 9), Silver (Year 10) and Gold (Year
12) completing their 2,3 and 4 day expeditions by foot, mountain bike and canoe in locations such as the New Forest,
Central Wales and the Norfolk Broads. 142 participants have notched up over 8000km of distance this season in a full
spectrum of weather although we have been very lucky with many blue sky days. Many participants are progressing well
towards their full award and we look forward to many presentations at the annual awards evening in December.

Although quite close to home for the assessment, it was no less challenging. A criss-cross
of paths and bridle ways caught out the majority and many wrong turns were taken. Still,
everyone made it to camp where after a nice bit of food an enormous game of American
football ensued with around 30 a side. Day two saw more of the same from a navigational
point of view as the wooded areas continued to prove difficult. In the end all was well
and everyone caught the bus home.

In contrast to the walkers and cyclists in Wales, the weather in Norfolk was absolutely
scorching with slip, slap, slop the order of the weekend. The Broads presented a much
bigger challenge that the Thames had a few weeks earlier, with some challenging
navigation that truly tested each group. A great deal of fun was had in camp with an
impromptu exercise class on night one and river swimming on night two. Well done to
everyone.

Another DofE expedition comes to an end, and it was a privilege and a pleasure to see the students grow under pressure
and overcome adversity in the stunning Welsh countryside. The experience will be all the more memorable for the highs
and lows, both emotional and geographic, as students adapted to the deceptive terrain and fickle weather. The group
photos on Friday night are not complete, as some students could barely move out of their tents to talk to us. Students had
fallen in bogs up to their waist and the drizzle was setting in, so wild camping seemed apt. The students were positively
livid! How different everything seems in the new light of day, particularly when you can watch the sun rise majestically out
of the mist hanging over the mountain lake. Perhaps the wild camp was a good idea after all. The change in the students by
Saturday night was palpable, as routes were completed early, so the students could swim in the mountain stream. Students
who couldn’t move on Friday were running races around camp, a credit to
those students who kept the morale in their teams high, with their singing,
their stories and their magic. Extra credit to the cyclists, who had to complete
their routes, make camp and then carry out essential bike maintenance, to
ensure they avoided the mechanical issues that had plagued their training.
DofE took place around the Elan valley and the students certainly completed
their expeditions in style, visibly fitter, mentally stronger and more mindful of
each other and their natural environment. Outstanding effort, well done.

Year 10 News
Head of Year : M Hutchinson
This year has been an exceptionally busy and stressful time for Year 10 as they have embarked on their GCSE studies. The
pressure has been on them throughout the whole year to complete controlled assessments and external exams in some of
their option subjects. The vast majority of pupils have risen to this challenge, approaching their work with maturity and
establishing positive working systems and patterns. I am sure that the hard work throughout the year will be rewarded by
excellent results in the summer for those who have sat external exams and I look forward to celebrating their achievements
when we return in September. I have been impressed by the number of pupils who have stayed after school to attend catch
up sessions and to give further time to coursework to ensure that they are up to date with all of their work when we return
in Year 11, giving themselves the best opportunity for success next year. These sessions will continue throughout Year 11
and many more students will dedicate further time to their studies in the final year.
The year group has continued to have many opportunities throughout the year and my
thanks go to the staff who have organised events including the Ski Trip, the History trip to
the Trenches, the Normandy Trip, Alton Towers, Geography fieldwork, Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions, Careers interviews and visits to local businesses to name but a few. These are
all valuable experiences for the year group and enrich their studies and their understanding
of the opportunities available to them post-16, which we will start looking at in more detail
in the Autumn term.
As the students become more senior in the school the opportunity to take leadership roles
and have a greater say in the running of the school presents itself. This year the Year 10
students have been excellent role models as members of the School Council, Sports
ambassadors, Prefects and Peer Mentors. The Peer Mentors in particular were an invaluable
support for the Year 6 students on transition days. In all of these roles, I have been impressed with the maturity they have
displayed and the positive contributions that they have made to the school as both individuals and working within these
groups.
The year group has also seen students who have competed in extracurricular activities for both school and for their
communities, going above and beyond; huge congratulations to all of them for their individual and team achievements. As
always we have recently had sports day and the competition was intense as it was their last one. A special mention to Harry
Nutman who set a new record on the day beating the previous one which had stood for over 30 years and to 10V who were
the tutor group winners on the day for Year 10. All of the students should be commended however with how they
approached the day in a competitive but friendly manner which made me incredibly proud of them as a year group.
The end of the school year is also a sad time as we say goodbye to 4 of the current Year 10 tutors. A fond farewell and good
luck to Miss Boots and Mr Enright who have been working with 10V and 10S over the past 2 years as they move onto
professional pastures new and to Mr Comber and Miss Dolby who have worked with 10U and 10P as they head off to enjoy
warmer climes. They will all be sorely missed and I would like to take this opportunity so say a massive thank you for all of
the time, guidance, support and patience they have given their tutees over the years.
I have been extremely proud this year to work with such a fabulous group of young people. As the year draws to a close
we can look back and be proud of the many successes during the year. It is also a time for pupils to be reflective and consider
how they will improve or maintain success when we return in September and continue with their examination work. Have
a restful, safe summer and I look forward to a fantastic start to Year 11.

Library News
“ A GOOD READ” – Berkshire’s only
book award chosen by young people for young people.

The popularity of J.K. Rowling’s boy
wizard continues, despite a break of
seven years, as Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child has scooped the
number one slot to win the 2017
Berkshire Book Award.

is a
member of the R.E.A.D book
group on a Wednesday lunchtime
and is the author of the book
“Strawberry Laces” which is
available to borrow from the
library.
(Readers Enjoy
A Lunchtime Book Club called
Authors Dreams) is running for both year 7 and 8 pupils on
Wednesday lunchtimes giving pupils the opportunity to chat
about books and take part in book related activities awards
and writing book reviews.

Several pupils in Year 7 read
and voted for their own
choices for this prize, ahead
of the official announcement.

The 2017 Carnegie Medal (Awarded
annually by librarians to the writer of an
outstanding book for children)
A copy is available in the library.

We held a book fair in the
Library Wednesday 28th –
Friday 30th July. We had lots
of fantastic new books for sale
at half price! We had a raffle
and a book review competition and 5 lucky students won
a £5 book voucher to spend at the fair.

Hazel Dacal 7R –
Winner of the Book
Review competition

We have been recruiting Reading
Champions to help with the national
summer reading scheme at the borough’s local libraries. Quite a few of
our students have signed up and we’d like to wish them good
luck with their reading adventures over the summer!

As we approach the end of the school year we are already
looking forward to the start of the next year, we have already
taken applications, held interviews and successfully “hired”
some new pupil librarians who will receive training before
joining the team in September. Congratulations to Hazel
Dacal, Charlotte Ambrose, Eowyn Elliott, Ella Butterworth,
Stefan Ionut Tarus, Rory Howlett and Hannah Futhee.
We have some exciting events coming up in the autumn term
including a visit with some of our pupil librarians and book
club members
to the Eagle House Literary Festival to see authors Andy Cope and
Matt Dickinson.
The library will also be
hosting an author visit,
Julia Golding will be
coming to talk to Year 7
students in November.
A big well done to our most frequent borrowers for this
year who are:
Charlotte Ambrose Yr 7; Bethan Cooper Yr 8; Katie Owino
Yr 9 and Katie Edwards Yr 10 .

Careers and Work Related Learning
I am pleased to advise you that we have recently passed reassessment for the Investor in Careers quality standard. There has
been some amalgamation within the careers quality standards sector so as a result of passing reassessment the award means
that we now hold a ‘Quality in Careers Standard’. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff who helped on
the day and over the last three years to ensure that we have maintained the standards required to pass and to the students
for their participation on the day and to the employers who have also supported our careers programme.

In April we held our Year 12 speed careers networking event, this year we had
about 15 different companies present, having decided to change the format slightly
to accommodate the increased Year 12 cohort and to ensure that both students and
company representatives achieved the maximum benefit from the event. Each
company representative spent a few minutes telling students about their job role,
their company and their career path. Students then had the opportunity to ask
questions, before a buzzer went off signalling time to move onto the next table.
After the hour was up students were able to have further discussions with anyone
they hadn’t managed to speak to during the hour, and to go back and ask more
detailed questions. We had a wide variety of careers sectors represented including
IT, Teacher Training, Financial Services, Security & Uniformed Services, Marketing,
HR, Sports, Leisure & Tourism and Manufacturing & Engineering

Edgbarrow once again played host to 4 visiting Chinese teachers for 4 days in June. The teachers are based at Reading
University’s International Study and Language Institute and have undergone a rigorous selection
process back in China to enable them to take part in
the visit. During their time with us, they shadowed
Year 8 students, delivered assemblies to Years 9 and 10
on school life in China, taught some of our Year 8, 9
and 10 students a range of topics including Food Art,
Paper Cutting, the Chinese Zodiac, Mandarin and Beijing Opera Masks. They met and lunched with a selection of school staff and governors to learn more about
school life at Edgbarrow. All the students who had the
opportunity to be taught by them had a great time and
have gained valuable knowledge from them for the future.

As part of the transition process, Year 6 students from our partner primaries have had the opportunity to take part in careers
related workshops. Students were asked to discuss within groups the jobs of family members, and to think about the hours
they work; the type of work they do, e.g. inside or outside; travelling; qualities and skills they might need; what type of job
role they might be interested in. We then looked at the job families and talked about
the amount of jobs available within those families. Students were then given a specific
job role, they spent time reading up on that role and prepared a short paragraph on
a typical day in that role, they then shared some key points about their specific role
with their class and teachers. They were then asked to be an ambassador for their
job role by designing a poster; some of these posters will now be displayed in the
school for those students progressing to Edgbarrow to see. All the students enjoyed
the workshops and this will support them as they start to research and make
decisions about their options at secondary school.

This programme will again be running next year, and we hope to recruit more mentors to enable us to offer this opportunity
to more students. We are also looking at expanding the programme to other year groups. Feedback from mentors and
mentees has been very positive and we will be using that information to make some minor changes to the programme.

We are currently working on the enrichment day schedule and Years 7-10 will all be spending 1 day taking part in a
careers/world of work focused event. Further details on the activities can be found in the enrichment letters that you
received in June.

I am pleased to inform you that we are continuing to offer students the opportunity to meet with
an impartial careers advisor in school. This will either be on a one-to-one basis or within group
workshops and will be focused primarily on Year 11 and Sixth Form students. Support will also be
available to identified students within other year groups either via the school’s personal adviser or
via the Transitions Coordinator or intensive service provided by Bracknell Forest.

We have recently launched a number of new initiatives to our Year 12s including ‘Modern Muse’
and ‘Youth Employment UK’ and we hope that students will take the opportunity to become
involved with these initiatives and thus benefit from the opportunities they bring. You may also
be aware that all Year 12s are now required to complete 30 hours of work experience/shadowing
as part of their study programme at Edgbarrow; if any parent/carers are able to support us with
this by offering placements to students please do get in touch.

Many of the events we run rely heavily on volunteers so if anyone has the time and skills to help support our Careers
Programme please do get in touch.

Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Year 11 News
Head of Year : L West
I write this last newsletter, with a touch of sadness that five years has gone so quickly but mostly pride and delight, knowing
that you have grown into such amazing young adults, with such huge potential to change the world. I also feel so incredibly
lucky to have been your Head of Year, you have taught me so much professionally and personally and I hope in some way
have made your time at Edgbarrow fun and fulfilled.
Our last term together has been filled with revision for exams, finishing coursework, more revision sessions and then the
exams themselves. I am so proud of all the hard work you put in and the efforts you have made to ensure that you performed
as well as you could. This positive attitude and behaviour have continued during the exams and many of the staff, including
invigilators, have commented on how well you behaved and responded in the exam rooms. Well done, you are a credit to the
year group and school.
I thoroughly enjoyed our final assembly
together, and I hope you all enjoyed it as
much as I did. You are so lucky to have
a Headteacher, like Mr Elsey that gives
you such a fabulous send-off and well
done for being so supportive of each
other. I do worry about him driving the
electric scooter though! Our final
evening together after all the exams was the Prom. It was an amazing evening and you all looked
fantastic and so grown up! It was a privilege for me to greet you at the Prom and to welcome you in and then to share the
evening with you. The standout moment for me was watching all different groups of people dancing together, enjoying each
other’s company. It reflected the Year group you were, mucking in together and enjoying your moment. The photos by Sally
Hitt and her team are wonderful and I hope you have enjoyed seeing them.
I have been impressed over the five years at the support and enthusiasm the year group have for each other. The year group
are a talented group of people and have always encouraged each other both in the classroom and in the many extra curricular
activities they have taken part in which has led to academic, individual and sporting success.
However, much of this success would not have been possible without the constant support and guidance given by their tutors
past and present: Mrs Petri, Mrs McAdam, Mr Newbould, Miss Mitchell, Mr Wintle, Miss Henley, Miss Dyck, Mrs Stockford,
Miss Knowles, Miss Madz, Miss Carr, Mr Heaslewood, Mr Orr and Mr Johnson.
They have given time, been there to listen, guided when things are not going well, reminded about homework, but most of
all taken an interest in the students.
I would like to say special thanks to Mr Johnson who is my Deputy. He has been an invaluable help to me this year as we have
supported the Year group through such an important year, and had to cope with my continual worries about providing a great
Prom!
Thank you so much for the kind gifts I have received from you as a year group, I have already been wearing my shoes, and my
ankle wellies, are the greatest invention ever; so practical. I also love my book that you made me, thank you to every one of
you who wrote a lovely comment on it.
I hope that pupils and their families will look back at their time at Edgbarrow fondly, remember the friendships made, the fun
and laughter shared and I continue to encourage the pupils to make the most of every
opportunity that comes your way to living a rich and fulfilling life.
It has been a privilege to have worked with the year group, to watch them grow and mature
into young adults. They have been an amazing group of people and I am immensely proud and
lucky to be their Head of Year. You have set the standard for all of my year groups to follow,
and it is high!
I wish every success and happiness for the future to all the pupils and their families.

Sixth Form News
Head of Year : T Evans
With 385 students currently in the Sixth Form, it has been a
very busy academic year. We have continued to adapt to the
new linear A Levels and we look forward with anticipation
(and no small amount of trepidation) to these results in the
summer. With the changes to the BTEC and Technical qualifications, staff have had a great deal of change to manage. In
addition to this, the introduction of Work Experience into
Year 12 has brought new challenges and it is not surprising to
see everyone relieved to have managed the year relatively
unscathed. It has been a very good and busy year.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for
their hard work with the Sixth Form. Many have given so
much energy and effort to this year and we really appreciate
it. We’d also like to send a massive thank you to the families
of our students and the students themselves for contributing
to this very successful year. We are delighted to work with
you all and look forward to another happy, successful year to
come.
Fifteen Year 12 students have just completed their DofE Gold

weekend, more details of which are in this newsletter. Thanks
to all the staff who gave up their time for this great event and
a massive ‘Well done!” to the students for accomplishing this
excellent weekend.
We had an excellent Prom on 1st July – massive thanks to Flora
and the team for doing all of the organisation of this event. It
was a huge success and we loved spending the evening with
our lovely students. The Calcot Hotel in Reading was buzzing
and bouncing with our energy. It was amazing!
We look forward to seeing our Year 13s again on results day,
Thursday 17th August. More importantly, we are excited to
see you get the university places of your choice or the jobs
and apprenticeships that you have been working hard to
secure. If any of our students need guidance in applying for
jobs or apprenticeships and CV writing post-results, Ms King
will be on hand to assist. Please contact her if support is
required.
Our Sixth Formers have not only worked hard, they have also
contributed to Sixth Form life and are helping to create a

lovely atmosphere in and around the atrium. Once again,
we’d like to thank the outgoing Student Leadership team
(Flora Hamilton, Callum Hill, Harry Bollands, Emily Jennings,
Stephanie Bailey, Ryan Proctor, Kiara Taylor and Austin
Backhouse), who did a wonderful job this year. We particularly appreciated their kick-starting of the social events
through the Quiz Nights, which were very successful and
great fun. We’re really grateful for all their hard work and we
wish them well as they now leave us. Our outgoing Tuck
Shop team (Alex Clayton, Alex Jones, Hannah Overton, Lucy
Blackmore et al) managed to salvage the reputation of the
Tuck Shop, making good profits throughout the year as a
result of their careful stewardship and hard work. We look
forward to our new Sixth Form Café from September, run
jointly by Sixth Formers and Cucina – we’re going to eat well
next year! Thanks to all other students who took on a major
role, including those who organised Hoodies and Year
Books, such as Lucy De Cort who gave a lot of time for the
students’ benefit.
We have now welcomed a new Student Leadership Team
headed by Jasper and Hollie. They have already made a
tremendous start to the role, deputised by Gemma, Annaliese, Maddison, Nicole, Harry, Phil and Joel. They did a
really efficient job on Year 13 leavers’ day, preparing and
serving a BBQ as well as taking on the challenge of cleaning
up with the help of staff. This was no mean feat, but one
they took on happily and with good grace. Let’s hope they
can enjoy the next team doing such a good job at the end of
their Year 13. The fantastic Tuck Shop team, led by Ellie and
Belle, with our treasurers Elwira and Shalom, raised funds at
the Sports Day keeping students hydrated with drinks and
snacks. This was well organised and, despite the heat, they
kept it going throughout the event.

In February 2017 our German class completed our work
experience in schools in Halle, Germany. Half of us were
familiar with the town from our previous exchange in Year
9, but the other half were not, so it was quite daunting but
also exciting to travel to an unknown place and immerse
ourselves in the German language and culture. During our
stay we lived with a German host family, which enabled us
to experience German life first-hand and improve our German oral skills. This helped us greatly with our studies. We
spent the week split between a primary and secondary
school in the city, helping out with English lessons as well as
learning new vocab and trying the local cuisine.
Our final evening saw all 12 of us, German and English, head
down to a popular pub for a single final drink. The Germans
also came to stay with us in June and completed their own
work experience in primary schools in the area.

2016 saw the introduction of Work Experience for Year 12 on a more formal setting.
This was no small challenge as we have a large cohort of 222 students. Work Experience is a fundamental part of any
student’s journey and program of study at Edgbarrow Sixth Form. With changes in Government guidelines the emphasis
shifted from Year 10 to Year 12, this is a positive change as our Sixth Formers leave Year 13 with an array of qualifications
and work experience that sets them up for good university degree programs, the world of work and apprenticeships.
With the fantastic support of parents, local business partners, governors and careers enterprise contacts, we have
managed to secure many work experience placements. One such partner, Vanessa Foot of Romans, has been particularly
supportive, offering work experience to many of our students as well as career seminars and inductions to their business.
Some of the students have gone to secure excellent jobs after Sixth Form, which shows how networking at a young age
can be beneficial. Other such opportunities have come from Wellington College and Frimley Park Hospital, which
demonstrates the range of experience our young people have gained.
If you had asked me back in September if we could have come this far in terms of work experience I probably would have
been sceptical, but I am pleased to say that we have created a framework on which to build next year. The new cohort
joining us in September will be able to benefit from our new-found skills and knowledge as we grow in this area of
expertise.
For all our parents, new to Edgbarrow and those continuing into Year 12 or Year 13, please do contact us if you need
any support and guidance. If any of our parents have businesses or work in areas that can offer work experience opportunities, then please do contact us as we are always happy to hear from you.
You could contact Billie King, Assistant Head of Sixth Form - billie.king@edgbarrowschool.co.uk - or Karen Robinson,
our Careers Lead - karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has worked with us on developing careers and enterprise, work
experience or attended careers events. Without the support of everyone involved we would not have had such a
successful year.

Students can collect their results from the Sixth form Atrium at 9am. However, students
may come in at 8am if they have already accessed their UCAS account and are worried
about university placements. We will be here to help you.

Students can collect their results from the Gym at 10am.

The exam office will be open at the following times should you have any queries about your results:
17th August
9am - 2pm
18th August
9am - 2pm
st
21 August
9am - 2pm
22nd August
10am - 2pm
23rd August
10am - 2pm
th
24 August
9am - 2pm

Sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Ben Vince : student and poet! Ben’s love of language and ability to choose just the right phrase to have an impact on his
readers has meant he has had frequent success in competitions. The poem ‘Locusts’ won first prize in the Fresher Writing
2017 competition and ‘Trade Mark’ came third in the Lancaster Writing Award 2017. . Ben hopes to go to university to
study English Literature and hopes to be able to publish a collection of his poetry in the near future.
find heaven
in the soil here.

Locusts
‘& we hear from the olives of Cithæron
how these - yes, women grow in prolific contortions
& blow in the god’s good wake to leave
only pounded dust
& split fruit’
- ‘Death of Orpheus’, Sarah
Howe.

the farmers trudge
through the wreckage
when their daughters
deem it safe
enough to leave,
as wife-eyes peer
triumphantly
from behind a grey
shutter.

i. solitary phase
learn first what you’re here for.
an acrid sun bakes the crop circle,
jaundiced alien eye. breed lonely.
wait for your orders. die,
if you venture too close to tarmac;
men eat you on a stick
in a street continents away,
or watch you evolve into a monster
from the comfort of sofa seats.
i. gregarious phase
dim roar - a baby shrieks far
off
and
the
ground rattles.
a
cloud,
promising
no rain, promising a
feast
of desertification. the world has a
ceiling,
and
it is crumbling. the air is
alive
with
animated
fossils;
you
are
lost
to
the
swarm,
a
component
to
chaos just
another
body
in
the
gaping,
orgasmically
full,
chitin-jawed
organism
which
descends.
a

i. plague
the very thought of it
kills it.
a mother dies, and the
insects follow suit;

TrademarkTM.
12 clothes hangers cost you £2.99.
Mink hunt: kill, skin, strip, flavour, dress,
bargain.
For the price of one, buy two, call them
mine.
The newest antique warp drive is just in.
Claire skips weekend shifts, goes shopping
instead.
Caught her last week ogling at half price
tills.
We’ll discount you on hardwoods when
you’re dead.
Our fabrics, up-cycled from unpaid bills.
Fill out this form, and you’ll receive nothing.
Store policy dictates we can’t change you.
Peruse the display, but please no touching.
We charge quadruple for the second shoe.
I know these things to be true with no
catch.
The spelling is still wrong on my name
badge.

PE Department
The most exciting development in the PE department has been the extended use of the facilities. Pupils are loving have the
chance to try new activities in the fitness suite and also using the dance studio for activities such as cheerleading and Zumba.
We have been using our facilities for the wider community and this term have hosted a primary school tennis festival and
also a primary school mountain bike event.
The PE department has enjoyed another rewarding few months with some outstanding team and individual successes. The
focus this term has been on summer sports, tennis, athletics, cricket and rounders. We are in the middle of leagues and
having lots of success with our teams to date.

Athletics has been a real success this year- again we have lots of pupils coming to club. Due to the demand and need for
extra competition we have hosted local Bracknell Forest schools athletics events. This has given many pupils the opportunity
to compete and represent the school. We also took by far the largest athletics teams the recent District Athletics events.
The u13 boys won the district event. The following students all qualified for the county team:

75 m
150 m
1000 m
Shot
Javelin
Long Jump
Relay
600m
1000m

Darrell Funani ( Silver at County)
Alex Hall
Charlie Borgnis ( Silver at County)
Zak Carter
Cameron McGgregor
Oli Graham
Darrell Funani, Sam Kent, Jack Williams, George Day
Lucie Croft
Maisie Horne

Max Borgnis
Josh Myers
Matt Mihell
Harry Nutman
Alicia Fitzwillaims
James Gardner
Oli Hall

1500m
Shot
High Jump
400 m
Long Jump
Hammer (Gold at County)
800m (Bronze at County)

Ashley Armedilla
Ethan Lacey
Ghazi Nuseir
Immy Cook
Bonnie-Louise Jordan

Shot
Javelin
Discus (Bronze at County)
100m
High Jump

Year 7s are still in the process of playing in the league. Hannah Merry and Lola Meyer have shown some excellent leadership
skills in the team. Anna Saunders, Lucie Croft, Zahra Eisa, Matilda Ferrar, Keira Smith and Charlotte Joyce have all shown
great fielding skills. Evie Pemberton and Maddie Harris are able to hit and place the ball in the gaps. They have a good win
against Garth under their belt and look set to be an excellent team.

This year we had 3 teams qualify.
Following on from an intensive 4 week training programme the Year 8 girls Abi Brooks, Izzy Warner, Maddie Crofts, Tallie
Hacke-Woods, Josie Marshall, Lauren Wakeman and Imogen Kebble were crowned Berkshire Girls Tag Rugby champions.

Our very successful New Age Kurling team, Luke Truscott, Daniel Bruins, Edward Armstrong-Davies and Henry Cheal were
silver medallists.
This was a great chance for students to represent the school in a sport we don’t normally get a chance to do. Josh Griffiths,
Kayla Grobler, Wade Muttitt, Kai Sergison, James Gardener and Josh Mears were crowned Berkshire champions.
A huge well done to all who took part.

We have quite a few players involved in the tennis teams this
year; it seems to be growing every year. We cannot guarantee
that everyone will get a game, but at least 12 boys have
represented the school in a match this year and both the
Under 15 and Under 13 teams started the season very well by
beating Windsor Boys in all the matches. The next round of
games was against Reading Bluecoat who usually have very
good teams and their team were much too strong for our
Under 13s, but the Under 15 team managed to draw the
singles 2-2 and then played extremely well to win the two
doubles matches.
The third round was away against Bradfield who have won the
competition for the last few years and who have players with
very high rankings. They were extremely good and won all the
matches, which unfortunately meant our boys were out of the
competition for this year.
The boys involved this year were: - David Holt, Peter Collier,
Callum Wood, Alex Machin, Sean Park, Nick Chrysostomides,
Tom Opalka, Sam Finch, Sam Cooper, George Dalton, Max
Stanners, Callum Vallance.

There have been many opportunities for the boys to practiSe
their cricket skills this year both during practices and through
Matches. I would firstly like to say well done to all the boys
who turn up to practices week in week out; you can really see
how much their skills have grown and I urge you all to join up
at a local club if you haven’t already done so. We have had
some really close matches this year against Forest, Ranelagh,
Brakenhale and Crispins but perhaps the closet match was
against Garth which came down to the last bowl when victory
was taken from us with a daring final run. I look forward to
working with the boys again next year looking at working on
some specific batting shots and spin bowling techniques. Well
done for all your efforts

The athletics training turn outs have been excellent again this
year with some really promising athletes shining through. In
the local Bracknell tournaments, Edgbarrow won 3 of the 4
local KS3/4 competitions which we host here at school. We
showed particular strength in our Year 7 boys team who
stormed the local competitions and also won the county
event. This resulted in many of our boys being selected to try
out for district teams which resulted in 2 second places. I am
sure with a little more practice these could be first place next
year. We also had many representatives go through to finals

from other year groups throughout the term. Special mention goes to; Darrell Funani, Alex Hall, Charlie Borgnis,
James Gardener, Oli Hall and Ashley Armedilla for their
efforts at county finals, but a big well done to everyone that
has competed in all the events this year. Keep up the good
work

The Year 7 cricketers showed a great enthusiasm this year
with 20 players regularly showing up to training after school.
So far the boys have played really well putting in some good
performances. Their first test was against a strong Forest
side, who put us into bat first. We scored 79 runs: special
mention goes to George Day for getting 47 of those. Then
our bowlers went to work - again George Day showed flair
picking up a wicket and running someone out. Unfortunately,
Forest managed to keep strong batsmen in and reached our
target with one over still left to play.
Next up was a fixture against Frogmore. Again we went into
bat first scoring 92 runs. Darrell Funani and Rui Wright both
batted well and were retired after scoring 20 and 23 runs
respectively. Our bowlers had a great team performance as
they managed to get out the opposition for 18 runs, Luca
Murphy, Basil Khamisani, Rory Reynolds all picking up a
couple of wickets each. A well deserved result. Good job
boys.

This year the boys only had a couple of games to play but
won both games quite comfortably. The first game was
against Holme Grange in which Edgbarrow posted a high
total of 140+ in which Josh Griffiths scored an excellent 50
with 3 consecutive 6s.
Edgbarrow also bowled really well in the game with Ethan
Lacey taking 4 wickets and really keeping the run rate low.
Edgbarrow’s second game was a mainly Year 9 game with a
couple of Year 10s in, a game that was looking lost after
Sandhurst had some very strong batters and posted a score
of 120+. Our batters were slowly chipping away the runs
and losing wickets quite quickly particularly in the middle
order. Again, Josh Griffiths to the rescue… he came in at
number 10 and then scored a quick fire 25 to score the
winning runs.
I think it goes without saying the Josh was the player of the
season with his excellent run taking.

Sports Day
Sports Day was a great success with over 500 students representing their forms.
We had some great individual performances with the records below being broken.
The team completion was close and often one point made the difference with final
positions showing that every entry has a big impact.
The following

across their year group:

9T

The
1st place: S
2nd place: V
3rd place: P
The

10V

were as follows:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

were:
H Merry – Javelin – Year 7 – 23.12m (record was 19.23 set in 1990)
Z Carter – Shot – Year 7 – 9.53m (record was 8.74m set in 2014)
L Dear – Discus – Year 8 – 23.02m ( record was 20.49m set in 2016)
C Borgnis - 1000m - Year 7 - 3m 26 (record was 3m 29 set in 2008)
L Croft - 600m - Year 7 - 1m 51.93 (record was 2m 2 set in 1999)
O Graham - 600m - Year 7 - 1m 46.14 (record was 1m 51 set in 2006)
L Hall - 1500m - Year 8 - 5m 30 (record was 5m 31 set in 2004)
A Hall - 300m - Year 7 - 47.66 (record was 48.07 set in 2000)
H Nutman - 400m - Year 10 - 52.68 (record was 53.1 set in 1981)

●
●
●
●
●
●

7W boys – 4x100m – Year 7 – 56.12 (record was 58.43 set in 1984)
8S boys - 4x100m - Year 8 - 53.51 (record was 56.13 set in 2003)
8S girls - 4x100m - Year 8 - 57.65 (record was 58.57 set in 1994)
10P boys - 4x100m - Year 10 - 49.92 (record was 50.47 set in 1987)
9R - Medley - Year 9 - 2m 53.25 (record was 2m 54 set in 2009)
7Q - Medley - Year 7 - 3m 14.52 (record was 3m 21 set in 1997)

Thank you to all staff involved in music, organising and commentating and thank you to the Maths department for running the
results desk so efficiently!
Well done to all students involved in either competing or supporting. You made it the fabulous day it was . Bring on next year!

Please remember……..
If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this
to print the form, print
your details clearly below and return either to the address below or one of your children’s
current school.
The form can also be completed online by visiting

Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in
the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children
on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has
retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by selecting this
and returning it to school
reception. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by ticking the appropriate box and
indicating where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from Schoolcomms as they are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Thank you for your continued support. If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making your
purchases through Easy Fundraising. So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to
easyfundraising first and choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a
free donation (average of 5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA. Please register at It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for the use of your children in their
education therefore please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.
●
●
●
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Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can
efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal
property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities
and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur. By agreeing that
your child may participate in the
activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this
respect.
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Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter
behind. Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey. This is a fantastic bus; let’s
make sure we can all enjoy it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Last Day of Term

Wednesday 19th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Autumn Term 2017
Teacher Training Days

Monday 4th September and Tuesday 5th September

Start of Term

Wednesday 6th September - all students except Year 12s
*Thursday 7th September - Year 12s start. Year 13s NOT in
school

Half Term

Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October

Last Day of Term

Tuesday 19th December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2018
Start of Term

Wednesday 3rd January

Half Term

Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February

Last Day of Term

Thursday 29th March (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2018
Teacher Training Day

Monday 16th April

Start of Term

Tuesday 17th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 7th May

Half Term

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June

Last Day of Term

Friday 20th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July

Autumn Term 2018
Teacher Training Days

Monday 3rd September and Tuesday 4th September

Start of Term

Wednesday 5th September

Half Term

Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October

Last Day of Term

Friday 21st December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2019
Start of Term

Monday 7th January

Half Term

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February

Last Day of Term

Friday 5th April (school closes at 12.05pm)

For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

