
Paper 1:  

Section A:  

USA Part one: Expansion: opportunities and challenges 

• The geography of North America: attitudes to the Great American Desert; the belief in ‘Manifest Destiny’. 

• Why the early settlers went west and the challenges they faced: Brigham Young and the Mormons; the pioneer 

migrant farmers, the journey west; the miners. 

• Dealing with a different culture: the Plains Indians’ way of life; early American Government policy towards the Plains 

Indians; the Permanent Indian Frontier; a changing relationship with the Plains Indians. 

Part two: Conflict across America 

• Increasing conflict on the Plains: the Fort Laramie Treaty (1851) and the failure of the policy of concentration; the 

Indian Wars (1862–1867): reasons for and consequences of the Wars; Sand Creek Massacre; Fetterman's Trap. 

• The background to the American Civil War: differences between North and South, issues of slavery, westward 

expansion and free states abolitionism; breakdown of the Missouri Compromise, John Brown, the roles of Lincoln and 

Jefferson Davis; the social and economic impact of the American Civil War on civilian populations. 

• Coming to terms with the Mormons: the Mountain Meadow Massacre and its aftermath. 

Part three: Consolidation: forging the nation 

• The aftermath of the American Civil War: the 13th Amendment; Civil Rights Act; reconstruction in the South, 1866–

1877; carpetbaggers; the balance of Federal and State powers. 

• The continued settlement of the west: the Homesteaders, reasons for going west; government actions and laws; land 

and railroads; farming problems and solutions. 

• The resolution of ‘the Indian problem’ after 1865: the small reservations policy; attitudes to the native Americans; 

Battle of the Little Big Horn; The Dawes Act; Battle of Wounded Knee; the closing of the frontier and its impact on 

native Americans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950–1975 

Changes 



This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and 

individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers the role of nationalist movements in causing and 

sustaining conflict. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War in Asia and seeks to show how and why 

conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose. This study also considers the role of 

key individuals and groups in shaping change, as well as how they were affected by and influenced international 

relations. 

 

 

 

 

Section B  

Part one: Conflict in Korea 

• The causes of the Korean War: nationalism in Korea; US relations with China; the division of Korea; Kim Il Sung and 

Syngman Rhee; reasons why the North invaded the South in June 1950; US and the UN responses; USSR's absence 

from the UN. 

• The development of the Korean War: the UN campaign in South and North Korea; Inchon landings and recapture of 

South Korea; UN forces advance into North Korea; reaction of China and intervention of Chinese troops October 

1950; the sacking of MacArthur. 

• The end of the Korean War: military stalemate around the 38th Parallel; peace talks and the armistice; impact of the 

Korean War for Korea, the UN and Sino-American relations. 

Part two: Escalation of conflict in Vietnam 

• The end of French colonial rule: Dien Bien Phu and its consequences; Geneva Agreement, 1954; civil war in South 

Vietnam; opposition to Diem; the Vietcong – aims, support, leadership and guerrilla tactics and Ho Chi Minh. 

• The US involvement: the Domino Theory; intervention under Eisenhower and Kennedy; Strategic Hamlets 

programme. 

• Johnson’s War: the Gulf of Tonkin; the US response to Vietcong tactics; the mass bombing campaign; demands for 

peace and growing student protests in the USA; My Lai and its public impact; Search and Destroy tactics and impact; 

the Tet Offensive and its consequences for the war. 

Part three: The ending of conflict in Vietnam 

• Nixon’s War: Vietnamisation; chemical warfare; bombing campaign of 1970–1972; relations with China; widening of 

the war into Laos and Cambodia. 

• Opposition to war: Kent State University; the importance of the media and TV in influencing public opinion; the context 

of the Watergate affair. 

• The end of the war: the Paris Peace talks; the role of Kissinger; the US withdrawal; fall of Saigon; the price of conflict; 

problems of Vietnam in 1975. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 2:  

Section A:  

Part one: Medicine stands still 

• Medieval medicine: approaches including natural, supernatural, ideas of Hippocratic and Galenic methods and 

treatments; the medieval doctor; training, beliefs about cause of illness. 

• Medical progress: the contribution of Christianity to medical progress and treatment; hospitals; the nature and 

importance of Islamic medicine and surgery; surgery in medieval times, ideas and techniques. 

• Public health in the Middle Ages: towns and monasteries; the Black Death in Britain, beliefs about its causes, 

treatment and prevention. 

Part two: The beginnings of change 

• The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: challenge to medical authority in anatomy, physiology and surgery; the 

work of Vesalius, Paré, William Harvey; opposition to change. 

• Dealing with disease: traditional and new methods of treatments; quackery; methods of treating disease; plague; the 

growth of hospitals; changes to the training and status of surgeons and physicians; the work of John Hunter. 

• Prevention of disease: inoculation; Edward Jenner, vaccination and opposition to change. 

Part three: A revolution in medicine 

• The development of Germ Theory and its impact on the treatment of disease in Britain: the importance of Pasteur, 

Robert Koch and microbe hunting; Pasteur and vaccination; Paul Ehrlich and magic bullets; everyday medical 

treatments and remedies. 

• A revolution in surgery: anaesthetics, including Simpson and chloroform; antiseptics, including Lister and carbolic acid; 

surgical procedures; aseptic surgery. 

• Improvements in public health: public health problems in industrial Britain; cholera epidemics; the role of public health 

reformers; local and national government involvement in public health improvement, including the 1848 and 1875 

Public Health Acts. 

Part four: Modern medicine 



• Modern treatment of disease: the development of the pharmaceutical industry; penicillin, its discovery by Fleming, its 

development; new diseases and treatments, antibiotic resistance; alternative treatments. 

• The impact of war and technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood transfusions; X-rays; transplant surgery; 

modern surgical methods, including lasers, radiation therapy and keyhole surgery. 

• Modern public health: the importance of Booth, Rowntree, and the Boer War; the Liberal social reforms; the impact of 

two world wars on public health, poverty and housing; the Beveridge Report and the Welfare State; creation and 

development of the National Health Service; costs, choices and the issues of healthcare in the 21st century. 

 

 

 

Section B  Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

Changes 

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will 

focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural 

standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical controversies. 

Part one: Elizabeth's court and Parliament 

• Elizabeth I and her court: background and character of Elizabeth I; court life, including patronage; key ministers. 

• The difficulties of a female ruler: relations with Parliament; the problem of marriage and the succession; the strength of 

Elizabeth’s authority at the end of her reign, including Essex’s rebellion in 1601. 

Part two: Life in Elizabethan times 

• A ‘Golden Age’: living standards and fashions; growing prosperity and the rise of the gentry; the Elizabethan theatre 

and its achievements; attitudes to the theatre. 

• The poor: reasons for the increase in poverty; attitudes and responses to poverty; the reasons for government action 

and the seriousness of the problem. 

• English sailors: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577–1580, voyages and trade; the role of Raleigh. 

Part three: Troubles at home and abroad 

• Religious matters: the question of religion, English Catholicism and Protestantism; the Northern Rebellion; Elizabeth's 

excommunication; the missionaries; Catholic plots and the threat to the Elizabethan settlement; the nature and ideas 

of the Puritans and Puritanism; Elizabeth and her government's responses and policies towards religious matters. 

• Mary Queen of Scots: background; Elizabeth and Parliament’s treatment of Mary; the challenge posed by Mary; plots; 

execution and its impact. 

• Conflict with Spain: reasons; events; naval warfare, including tactics and technology; the defeat of the Spanish 

Armada. 

Part four: The historic environment of Elizabethan England 

The historic environment is 10% of the overall course, which equates to approximately 12 hours out of 120 guided 

learning hours. 



Students will be examined on a specific site in depth. This site will be as specified and will be changed annually. The 

site will relate to the content of the rest of this depth study. It is intended that study of different historic environments 

will enrich students’ understanding of Elizabethan England. 

There is no requirement to visit the specified site. Teachers may wish to visit a similar site in their locality to 

inform their teaching, however no reward will be given in the assessment for visiting the specified site or any other 

site. 

The study of the historic environment will focus on a particular site in its historical context and should examine the 

relationship between a specific place and associated historical events and developments. 

Students will be expected to answer a question that draws on second order concepts of change, continuity, causation 

and/or consequence, and to explore them in the context of the specified site and wider events and developments of 

the period studied. 

Students should be able to identify key features of the specified site and understand their connection to the wider 

historical context of the specific historical period. Sites will also illuminate how people lived at the time, how they were 

governed and their beliefs and values. 

The following aspects of the site should be considered: 

• location 

• function 

• the structure 

• people connected with the site eg the designer, originator and occupants 

• design 

• how the design reflects the culture, values, fashions of the people at the time 

• how important events/developments from the depth study are connected to the site. 

Students will be expected to understand the ways in which key features and other aspects of the site are 

representative of the period studied. In order to do this, students will also need to be aware of how the key features 

and other aspects of the site have changed from earlier periods. 

Students will also be expected to understand how key features and other aspects may have changed or stayed the 

same during the period. 

The numbers in the brackets below further relate to other parts of the depth study for which the historic environment is 

relevant. 

The historic environment can be explored through the examination of Elizabethan buildings such as Tudor manor 

houses and their gardens (Part two), theatres (Part two) and wider historic environments such as villages, towns and 

cities (Part two). Equally key historic developments and events such as voyages and trade (Part two), revolts (Parts 

one and three), andbattles (Part three) were shaped by the historic environment in which they took place. 

For all series the specified site will be published three years in advance at aqa.org.uk/history   

Optional resource packs will accompany each site, which teachers may wish to use to form part of their teaching of 

the course. Other sources of information about the specified sites may also be considered 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history

