
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to our Personal Development Newsletter, the second edition for this academic year. I hope you enjoy reading 

about what the students have been learning about and discussing in PSHE and tutor time. We are really proud of all the 

different ways students involve themselves in school curriculum and co-curricular opportunities.   

Louise Rea-Palmer 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

For feedback or queries please email: pshe@edgbarrowschool.co.uk 

Personal Development @ Edgbarrow 
Issue 2 Spring Term 2022 

PSHE this term 
This term students in Years 7-10 are covering the theme ‘Health and Wellbeing’. Through this topic students will consider a 
series of age appropriate topics which will look at promoting wellbeing and good health. These topics range from exercise and 
health lifestyle, substance misuse, emotional wellbeing and dental health. Year 11 will continue to look at Relationships, 
Health and Wellbeing and living in the wider world this term. This will include topics such as family, emotional wellbeing,  
substance misuse and managing finances. If you would like more information, select this link for an overview of our PSHE 
Schemes of Work. 

Emily Price, PSHE Lead 

Careers 
During the Autumn Term we have held a number of careers events including  
assemblies for Years 7-11. These were live streamed into classrooms and students had 
an opportunity to ask questions. Click here to view our careers assemblies on the 
school website. These cover a range of different sectors and all Edgbarrow students 
and parent/carers are welcome to view these.   

 

In November we held a careers day for Year 9. All students had the opportunity to 
spend an hour talking to representatives from seven different companies. The employers were particularly impressed with 
the questions asked and how engaged our students were. 

 

Our Year 10 Business Mentoring Programme recommenced in the Autumn term for a small cohort of students. They have 
been meeting regularly with their mentors to work on a range of objectives including employability skills, interview skills and 
other areas that students have identified that they could do with additional support on. 

 

Careers Convention - We are planning to hold our annual careers convention on Thursday 10th 
March. To date we have 49 exhibitors confirmed. Further information will follow on how to book 
but you may like to mark the date in your calendars.   

 

Adviza Careers Portal - The way parents, carers and students can access the portal has been 
changed. You can access it by following this link: www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you. 
Once there you will be able to register for webinars, employer events, research job roles. When 
registering for webinar and employer events, you will be asked to confirm that you have a  
student attending Edgbarrow School. Adviza continue to meet with our students to provide them 
with impartial careers guidance. Appointments are also available for parent/carers at some of our 
Parents Evenings. 
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Character Education 
 
In the Autumn Term we were working on the following characteristics; courtesy, volunteering, leadership and team work.  
Tutors encouraged their tutees to find ways to show these values in their day-to-day lives such as offering to help without  
being asked, picking up rubbish and consistently using 
their manners.   
 
We have seen lots of students helping with Open  
Evening and showing commitment via the school  
production and school teams. At the end of the  
Autumn Term, students completed their first  
self-evaluation of their personal development at  
Edgbarrow. It would be great for you to discuss this 
with them and ask where they contributed and 
how they are aspiring to keep  
developing. 
 
This term we are looking at ambition and motivation 
and after half term, we move onto courage and self-
control. Please talk to your students about how and 

where they are demonstrating these. Tutors would love to know if these are being demonstrated outside of school too. 
 

We now have our own character education icon and this is being displayed in each tutor room and on the student voice board 
in the main hall to highlight these to our students. 
 

Tree Planting  
Edgbarrow School is working with 
the Woodland Trust to plant trees to 
help the environment around our 
school and to support the global 
effort to reduce carbon and increase biodiversity. 

 

At the beginning of February each year group planted an area with 200 trees given to 
us by the Woodland Trust which have been chosen to improve the environment.  

  

The student’s work in planting the trees will help reduce the carbon dioxide in the  
atmosphere, 1 adult tree can store 4 tonnes of carbon! They will also provide habitats 
and food for animals, birds and insects, increase the biodiversity of the area, improve 
the aesthetic nature of the area as well as making a positive contribution towards  
improving the planet for themselves, their children and their grandchildren. We hope 
that they are proud of the legacy that they are part of. 



Safer Internet Day 2022  

This year, Safer Internet Day fell on February 8th. In that week we held assemblies and tutor activities to support students in  

using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively. In particular, we explored issues around forming positive 

online relationships and being discerning consumers of online content.   

Tutor activities will focus on the critical thinking skills and habits required to spot misinformation. Students can evaluate any 

source – online or otherwise – using very simple questions such as:  

• Who wrote it and can you trust them?  

• Why was the content created?   

• What is it saying and can you check it?  

Students can learn to recognise when material has different purposes, such as entertainment, providing factual information, 

advertising a product, or trying to persuade people towards a specific point of view. Students will be encouraged to verify 

information by cross-referencing with different sources, ideally finding the original source where possible. Students may be 

surprised that a lot of widely-shared online content can be generated by a very small number of influencers; understanding 

how information is shared can help protect us against misinformation and propaganda.   

Spotting misinformation is only part of the challenge, so we will also consider what students can do about it and how  

students can contribute to a safe and positive online world.  

If you would like more information about Safer Internet Day 2022, including activities to do at home and advice for parents, 

carers and students, please visit: www.saferinternet.org.uk. Click on these links if you’d like to know more about spotting 

misinformation and fake news online.  

Phil Marshall, Associate SLT for IT and Data 

School Council  

The School Council has had a productive first term and there is more to come this term! We've had 

in-person, full team meetings each half term, as well as fortnightly Year 11 team meetings and 

regular collaboration amongst all members through Google Classroom. 

While COVID has impacted upon some of our usual fundraising activities, we were very grateful 

that students across the school were so supportive of our non-uniform day in aid of Crowthorne 

Food Bank. This took place on the last day of term and raised much needed funds for a worthy, 

local cause. We will also look to hold another fundraising event for this organisation later this year. 

Recently, School Council has been involved with school staff in providing input and feedback about 

items such as careers provision, uniform policy and our school vision and values, whilst also helping to provide students with 

a voice within the school to raise issues that are important to them. For instance, School Council raised that more outdoor 

seating would be beneficial for students in particular areas and as a result, the school are currently looking to see how they 

can help. 

We will shortly be offering regular drop-in sessions to collect free sanitary products. We are also putting the finishing touches 

to our website and new ways to contact us, which will be launched in early February. Each year group is represented on the 

School Council so if any student has any items they would like to raise or suggest, please do get in touch - we're here to listen 

and help! 

Alison Mullane – School Council Lead 
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Assembly Rota  

Throughout our assemblies we cover relevant and interesting topics to help prepare and develop our students into confident, 

informed and involved citizens. Our assemblies are used to support and consolidate our teaching of PSHE.  

School Production 

On 8th, 9th and 10th December we brought live theatre back to 

Edgbarrow School with our whole school production, We Will Rock You. 

The performance played out to three sold out audiences, as well as a 

very special live stream, where those who couldn’t join us in person, 

were able to join and stream the show virtually!  

The cast and crew for this production were quite simply fantastic and 

showed incredible determination and dedication from the very start of 

rehearsals in September. This was a particularly special show for our 

Year 13 students, who completed their last whole school production 

here at Edgbarrow. A shout out goes to Matt Norton, who worked  

tirelessly creating all of the video projections, as well as, designing, 

programming and implementing all the fantastic lighting effects.  

Miss Carr, Head of Drama  



Co-Curricular Clubs  

The school runs a comprehensive programme of co-curricular activities to meet the needs of a wide range of students. This 

can take the form of sports clubs/teams through to school visits and productions. The school and governors recognise the 

significant contribution co-curricular activities can have on the development of our students.  

Non-Sporting Co-Curricular Clubs Spring Term 2022 



Sport Co-Curricular Clubs Spring Term 2022 

At Edgbarrow we promote a fully inclusive Sport co-curricular programme and this also applies to fixtures, competitions and 

tournaments. We do not have an elitist approach. We recognise hard work and attendance to clubs and this is what we look 

for when selecting our teams. We do not hold trials for teams, we just have regular training sessions during our co-curricular 

hours. For home matches we try to include as many students as possible, for away fixtures we are limited to the capacity of 

the mini-bus.  


