
Dear Parents and Carers 

It has been a busy period in school since our last newsletter, with students adjusting to being back in 

school and Year 11, 12 and 13 completing their assessments. Students have continued with their fort-

nightly PSHE lessons, exploring new ideas, scenarios and debates. This term students in Year 7-10 are 

looking at relationships, while Year 11 have focused on completing their assessments. You will find an 

overview of our PSHE curriculum on this link to the school website. 
 

Mrs Price  

PSHE Coordinator 

PSHE & SMSC @ Edgbarrow 
Issue 6 

 

Parent/Carer Information Pamphlets 
 
Below you will find links to our school Information 
Pamphlets, explaining key policies. 
 

 British Values  

 Safeguarding  

 Prevent Strategy  

PSHE Survey Feedback 
 

Thank you for the time taken to complete the recent parent survey on the teaching of PSHE at Edgbarrow 

School. From the survey we can see that 88% of parents/carers are aware how PSHE is taught at Edgbarrow 

school.  

The feedback on our PSHE newsletter was also positive with 76% of parents/carers stating it is informative and 

helpful to receive. Feedback on when different topics are taught was also positive with 83% of parents/carers 

agreeing gambling should be taught in Year 9 and 83% of parents/carers also agreeing sexual health should be 

taught from Year 9.   

All the feedback we received was very informative and we will be using this to develop the teaching of PSHE as 

well as improving the way we communicate with parents/carers about it.  

Following the survey:  

• We will continue to keep parents/carers informed through this newsletter.  

• We will ensure that parents have the email address to use to contact for any PSHE queries.  

• We will look to develop how we share what is taught in PSHE lessons.  

• We will look at developing the content of our newsletters to include character education and student 

voice.  

• We will highlight a topic (living in the wider world, health and wellbeing or relationships) each term.  

• The pastoral team will use parent feedback to review when key topics are covered throughout PSHE.   

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/Curriculum-2/Files/PSHEE/Brief-PSHE-overview-for-website-v2.pdf
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/The-School/Personal-Development/British-Values-002.pdf
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Students/Staying-Safe/Safeguarding/Safeguarding-in-School-leaflet-Sept-2020.pdf
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Students/Staying-Safe/Safeguarding/The-Prevent-Strategy-leaflet-Sept-2020.pdf


Relationships and Sex Education  

The RSE framework is now statutory in schools and involves the teaching of both relationships and sex 

education, and health and wellbeing. You can find our RSE policy on our website using this link.  

The new RSE framework includes a wide range of topics.  An example of a few of these topics are; con-

sent, sexual health, gambling, first aid, menopause and dental health. To deliver this content to stu-

dents we use a mixture of resources including videos, scenarios and worksheets. You can look back at 

last terms newsletter to find out more about where we use  

resources from. As part of the new framework parents/carers have the right to withdraw their child 

from non statutory/no science components of sex education, but not relationships and health educa-

tion.  

You can find more about this in our RSE policy. If you have any concerns or  

questions about this new policy please email Mrs Price - PSHE Lead.  

Teaching Relationships in School 
Each year group will have a unit on relationships. This term students in Year 7-10 are studying relation-

ships in an age appropriate way. For example, Years 8, 9 and 10 have looked at consent this term, but 

in a way that is appropriate to the life stage they are at. For example, Year 8 have learnt about con-

sent in terms of consenting for social media and how our body language and words link to consent. 

Whereas Year 9 have begun to look at consent in terms of relationships & sex, and Year 10 have 

looked at consent and rape.  

Our teaching of relationships involves scenarios which allows students to distance themselves from a  

situation to form an opinion. We also use videos to help prompt discussions. The 

Year 10’s lesson on consent and rape uses video to both share facts and person-

al stories to further enable students to  

access the lesson. To find out more about the topics we teach in our relation-

ship’s unit, please see our curriculum overview on the website (select this link).  

If you have any concerns or questions about how we teach relationships at 

Edgbarrow school, please email Mrs Price - PSHE Lead.  

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Policies/Files/Pastoral/ES-P3-RSE-Policy-Approved-10-02-2021-002.pdf
mailto:emily.price@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/Curriculum-2/Files/PSHEE/Brief-PSHE-overview-for-website-v2.pdf
mailto:emily.price@edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Careers 
Careers in Year 10 - to support the Year 10 careers programme we have recently  

introduced a dedicated career google classroom.  All students have been invited to  

participate, we will use this to share virtual work experience, webinars, insight days 

etc.   

This will provide students with lots of opportunities to engage with the world of work, help improve their transferable 

skills and provide them with some great content for CVs and application forms going forward. 

Year 10 mock interviews are scheduled for WC 28th June, students will have already started working on their CVs.  Nearer 

the time students will receive a letter inviting them to the interview with all the relevant details.   

Year 6 Careers – During June and July we will be visiting local primaries to run a careers workshop in conjunction with Ad-

viza.  This will be a gentle introduction to careers education and encourage Year 6s to start to think about different job 

roles as well as preparing them for their transition to secondary school. 

Labour Market Information (LMI) - Thames Valley Berkshire LEP (Local Education Partnership) have just launched ‘Starting 

Out: The Berkshire Careers Guide’.  This guide is full of data, tips, guidance and labour market information for young peo-

ple starting to look at career opportunities in Berkshire.  See link below. 

'Starting Out: The Berkshire Careers Guide' 

Further information on the Edgbarrow careers programme as well as links to apprenticeships, HE/FE, assemblies, etc can 

be found on the school website in the Careers section.  

 

Karen Robinson—Careers Manager 

Student Support 

 
Welcome to Student Support, we are based up in Hill Block and are a team of 4. Our team is Mr Matt Whiddett (Student 

Support Manager), Mrs Alyson Martin (Deputy Student Support Manager) and Mrs Louisa Bufton & Mrs Abi Hughes 

(Student Support Assistants). 

 

We are here to offer a quiet, calm, safe space for all of our students. We provide 1:1 targeted support to cover a varied 

and wide range of issues that include bereavement, stress, anxiety, low mood, anger management & self-esteem. We 

will also cover some of these and other issues in group workshops. All referrals to access Student Support are made in  

agreement with the student’s Head of Year. We also facilitate referrals to a range of outside agencies and have two  

Counsellors that offer 6 weeks of weekly therapy. 

 

Matt Whiddett, Student Support Manager  

http://www.thamesvalleyberkshire.co.uk/getfile/Starting%20Out%20-%20The%20Berkshire%20Careers%20Guide.pdf
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about-us/departments/careers-and-work-related-learning/


Character Education at Edgbarrow School—What’s it all about?  
 
Character Education is a facet of Personal Development that Edgbarrow School provides as part of our 
pupils’ education experience.  At Edgbarrow we deliver a broad curriculum,  
including PSHE, and through this and the other experiences that we offer our students we are allowing 
them to learn about themselves and develop their characters.  
Character is a complex concept with a number of overlapping facets.  

The DfE has identified four important aspects, which inform the way schools develop their character education provision: 

• The ability to remain motivated by long-term goals, to see a link between effort in the present and pay-off in the 

longer-term, overcoming and persevering and learning from setbacks when encountered; 

• The learning of positive moral attributes, including courage, honesty, generosity, integrity, humility and a sense of 

justice. 

• Developing social confidence and the ability to make points or arguments clearly and constructively, listen atten-

tively to the views of others, behave with courtesy and good manners and speak persuasively to an audience; 

• Have an appreciation of the importance of long-term commitments which frame a successful and fulfilled life, 

helping individuals to put down deep roots and gain stability in their lives. 

Character education is embedded at Edgbarrow School through assemblies, subject lessons, dedicated character educa-

tion lessons, sports, performance and arts clubs, outward bound activities, hobby clubs, subject learning club and co-

curricular activities. These opportunities help young people to explore and express their character and build the skills they 

need for resilience, empathy and employability.   

Jane Crowe, Character Education Lead 

Student Voice 

 
Following our survey many parents/carers highlighted that they would like to 

hear from students about PSHE in the newsletter.  

We are in the process of appointing PSHE representatives for each year group. 

This will be a new role and we are excited for the opportunities this will bring for 

both the students involved and the school. We hope to be able to bring you an 

update on this in the next school year – watch this space!  

 



Online Safety 

  
 



 

  
 


