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From the Operational Headteacher
As we near the end of the summer term I wanted to take the opportunity to write to thank everyone very much
for your help and support this year and to congratulate all the students on what I hope has been a successful year
for each and every one of them.
This year we are saying goodbye and thank you to staff who are leaving us for a variety of reasons ranging from
retirement, promotions or relocating.
is retiring this year. What can we say? Bob is a legend! He has served the school for 19 years and has
led it to become one of the most outstanding state schools in the country. Bob has worked tirelessly for the
school always striving to get the best from staff and students. He leaves behind a wonderful legacy, thousands of
local students and former students have benefited from his leadership. The staff he has led are better teachers
from following his example, his leadership teams have generated 5 new Head Teachers influencing schools across
the country. We are delighted that he will still be supporting us next year as CEO of the Corvus Learning Trust,
and will be based in an office in the sports complex a couple of days a week.
Students will be saying their own farewells in the end of term assembly and we can assure you we will send him
off in style!
We wish Bob every success in his new role and wish him a long and well deserved retirement.
is also retiring this year after 16 years as a
Languages teacher at the school. Jane joined the teaching profession after a career in the airline industry and
starting a family. She has a real passion for German and
any student who has been taught by Jane will know she
sets the highest standards and imparts her enthusiasm
for the subject. Over the years Jane has delivered some
of our most outstanding results at GCSE and A-level.
We are sorry to see her go but wish her every happiness
as she spends time with her family and continues to
travel the world.
has served the school with distinction
for 18 years. In that time she has taught French and
German and been the Second in the Languages department. She has also done a fantastic job as Acting Head
of Department for a number of maternity covers. Sandra will also be fondly remembered as a form tutor who
has seen several groups right through the school. Sandra
is a kind and caring lady who is passionate about German
and the student she works with. She has led countless
German exchanges and cultural visits to Germany to
enrich the learning experience for students. She will be
greatly missed and we wish her every success in her new
post at Windsor Girls School.

lessons and I am sure students and parents have enjoyed eating the end results. Glynis has been given the
opportunity to become Head of Food Technology at
the Forest School. We will miss her enthusiasm and
smile and wish her every success in her new challenge.
has been a real asset to the History
department. A fantastic teacher who brings history to
life, we have loved seeing battles re-enacted in the
playground and we are certain he has developed a
beard purely to support impersonations of Henry VIII.
Matt has inspired students to continue to study history
in the sixth form and beyond, his enthusiasm is infectious. Matt is moving back ‘home’ to Sheffield where
he will continue to teach history; our loss is certainly
their gain and we wish him well.

joined us 2 years ago as an LSA after
having held a leadership post in PSHE in the independent sector. It didn’t take long for us to take advantage
of her Qualified Teacher Status as she took on the
challenge of establishing a Year 7 Nurture group. She
has done a fantastic job and laid the ground work for
us to be able to continue with the project next year.
Lisa takes our best wishes into a promotion heading
up PSHE at Slough and Eton Church of England Busihas worked in the technology department ness and Enterprise College.
since 2006. Glynis absolutely loves food technology but
has also delivered textiles and child development for us.
Students will know that Glynis delivers fun and enjoyable

has left us once before. Katie originally
started at the school as a PE teacher but left to go travelling
last year. When we heard she was back in the country we
quickly invited her back to cover a short term vacancy in
science. She made such a good impression with staff and
students that we were lucky enough to secure her for the
whole year. Katie has achieved a promotion back to her
first love of PE at The Abbey School.
Two support staff are also leaving us this year and we thank
them all for everything they have done for Edgbarrow and
wish them well for the future.
are both leaving us to
begin their teacher training. We thank them all for all their
work with our students and wish them well as they begin
their studies in September.

First of all our Summer Concert was a great success with
students from Years 7-13 being given the opportunity to
perform in front of a large supportive audience. A huge
thanks to all the parents and friends who attended, to the
students for performing and to the staff for making this
opportunity possible.
This is one of our favourite events of the year. I am so
pleased we are able to find an opportunity to congratulate
and encourage our students through Years 7-10 rather than
just wait for GCSE and A Level results. This year our guest
speaker was Lauren Nicholas who left Edgbarrow in 2011
to study a degree in Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology at the University of Manchester. Since graduating Lauren
has been working at United Learning, which is a group of
around sixty schools, spread all the way from Portsmouth
to Carlisle, working in their Strategy and Performance team.
At the end of July this year, she will be starting a new job
elsewhere as a Consultant. Lauren was a great choice of
speaker and we were all interested to hear about her work.
This was my first opportunity to meet the parents of our
soon to be Year 7. I have been out to visit 7 local primary
schools for a question and answer session. Each time we
took some current year 7s back to their old schools. It was
a real pleasure, the questions asked were brilliant and occasionally very funny as the Year 6s addressed the excitements
and concerns. It looks like another lovely year group and
we look forward to welcoming them in September.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank last year’s
team for their hard work and commitment. Our Head Boy
and Head Girl, Jasper Chopping and Hollie Piff and our
Deputies Annaliese Barber, Madison Burleigh, Gemma
Dauncey, Nicole Jenkins, Philip Fletcher, Joel Gunner and
Harry Jack Jones have all been fantastic. The manner in
which they have conducted themselves and worked with
students and staff has been superb and an achievement of

which they should all be very proud.
Just before Easter we appointed our new team. We should
be so proud of all our Sixth Form students who applied for
positions on our new Student Leadership Team as they spoke
with such confidence and warmth about the school. We have
appointed Timothy Sinclair Nicole Ngugi, Lia Butterworth,
Rhys Pullen, Isaac Igbokwe, Vivienne Gardner-McTaggart,
Sarah Wilson, Anna Witchell, Milly del Nevo and Hessan
Zaman. Congratulations and best wishes for the year to our
new team, they have already worked on some new events
and visited assemblies.

In January of this year we were delighted to form the Corvus
Learning Trust. Working closely with our founding partners
at Oaklands Infants, Oaklands Juniors and Hatch Ride has
been a real privilege. It is allowing us to make lots of changes
from negotiating better value contracts through to more
improving curriculum planning between KS2 and 3. We look
forward to working with the Trust next year.

Our Year 7 intake for September 2018 is full with 210 students. There are currently 116 students on our waiting list.
Of the original 210 students offered a place in March 2018,
186 were 1st preference and live in our catchment area. We
believe there will be a steady growth of student numbers
coming through into Year 7 in the next few years.
For September 2018 we anticipate a Sixth Form of 350
students. This means that we shall have a lower overall
number than this year, but next year’s Year 12 group is likely
to be approximately 30 students more than the current Year
12 cohort. We are pleased that the year group sizes now
appear to be evening out, and this stability is something we
aim to achieve year-on-year. For September 2019, we hope
to be back to a Sixth Form of 370+. We continue to be very
pleased with the popularity of our Sixth Form, and are delighted with the number of external students planning to join
us in September.

As you will be aware from my recent letter, the school
continues to struggle financially. There has been an increase
in the number signing up for donations – thank you, every
penny really is appreciated. My thanks to those who attended
the finance presentation or emailed in, lots of great ideas and
support. If every family in the school donated we would
receive over £80,000. Last year we received £20,000 and we
are hoping to significantly improve upon this. The school’s
Tucasi online payment system will now also take donations –
please be aware this function does not appear to be compatible with smart phones so you may need to use a desktop.
We would also encourage donations via JustGiving as this
allows us to reclaim gift aid. We are absolutely committed to
getting the best value from our funds and minimising any
impact on students. As the year progresses we will be
endeavouring to bring the deficit down so as not to compound the issue in future years.

It feels like a long way off but we are already planning for the
new academic year. We will be reminding students about our
behaviour system which is based on
. In particular one of our priorities for September
will be ‘Positive Learning Routines’ to ensure that students
are
to learn. We are very fortunate that the student
body is well behaved and engaged with their learning, but we
do not wish to be complacent and wish to maximise the
learning in every lesson. Students should come to school
prepared and
with the relevant books and materials, in
particular a pencil case that includes as a minimum, pens,
pencils, ruler, glue stick, scissors and calculator (maths issue
a separate list of equipment). This will be checked in tutor
time. Lessons will start promptly with students lining up
(where possible), being welcomed to enter the rooms and
take seats in silence. All lessons will start with an individual
task, completed in silence whilst the teacher registers, checks
for homework, uniform etc. This is only a minor change from
our normal practice, but we are trying to provide greater
consistency and prompt effective starts to lessons.

Skirts should be pleated Harrow grey, knee-length, stitched
down pleats - no straight skirts, no stretch fabrics.
Trousers should be Harrow grey, no stretch fabrics - skinny
or tight fit trousers are not permitted.
Trousers should be Harrow grey, flat front and slim leg
Socks should be dark colours only - no white socks
All items can be purchased from Trutex, using the school’s
code LEA00281SD, or SWI. Equivalent items may be purchased from any High Street retailer or supermarket and
must be Harrow grey in colour. Harrow grey is dark grey.

all the staff for their willingness to give up their time to
organise and support these extra-curricular activities.
I would also like to report that once again on all of our trips
and visits this year the behaviour of our students was of the
highest order and the school is regularly being congratulated
on the manner in which our students behave. This is great
news; how lucky are we!
However there have been many trips over the last few weeks
and below is a quick update on some of the recent summer
term trips:
–
–

134 students to Osmington Bay
133 students to Land and Wave - Swanage
– 47 students on their Sports Tour to Barcelona
– 92 students on DofE Bronze, 23 to Normandy,
France and 100 students to Disneyland Paris
– 45 students on Silver DofE, 80 students to
Battlefields and 20 students to Rome
– 20 students on Gold DofE and 29 students on
Operation Wallacea to South Africa
I do hope that all of the students have enjoyed their trips and
visits, not only recently,
but across the year and
I would like to take the
opportunity to thank all
of the staff for giving up
evenings and weekends
in order to give the students this opportunity.
I am sure I speak on behalf of all of the parents
and the Governors
when I say thank you
very much to the staff.

Many thanks for supporting us with this as we move forward This has been a fantastic year for the students and the school
into a new academic year. If you need any help with the with many successes ranging from academic and sporting
achievements to productions, concerts and the many wonderuniform please do not hesitate to contact us at school.
ful trips and visits.
I would like to make our usual plea that students do not come
onto the school site during the holidays, evenings or weekends to use the all-weather pitch, playing fields or to sit
around on the school benches. I know for a large number of
students this would not be their option of choice, but a small
minority of students cannot stay away. As you know we do
not have gates to enable us to lock the site and therefore
people can wander into school. Our Facilities Team will be
working throughout the summer on building projects and will
be vigilant with regards to site use.
Should you wish to let the school facilities, including the
Sports Complex please contact Vicky Rice on 01344 467653
or lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

Once again this year we have organised and run a huge
number of trips and visits for our students. A huge thanks to

We look forward to Thursday 16th August for our A Level and
BTEC results and Thursday 23rd August for our GCSE and
BTEC results. Fingers crossed and best wishes to everybody.
Huge thanks to the students, staff, parents and Governors. I
wish everybody a happy and safe summer holiday and look
forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 5th September 2018.

Governor News
Welcome to the Governor section of the newsletter.

The Governors are collectively responsible for the strategic
leadership of Edgbarrow School and work closely with the
Operational Headteacher and his Senior Leadership Team to
ensure the level of educational provision is high and
challenging. We are involved in monitoring the performance
of the School and are committed to supporting Edgbarrow
to maintain and improve on its outstanding reputation.

Like many schools we are having to re-evaluate spending in
the light of “protected budgets” which in effect means no
funding for rising costs. The governors are working tirelessly
with the senior leaders of Edgbarrow to ensure the proposed efficiencies prioritise the experience for students and
staff to ensure that we focus on ensuring the provision by our
school is maintained at the high standards which have been
set out.
Many schools across the country have been cost cutting for
some time and some feel they have little left to cut. We do
have to look to make savings but the governors will still strive
to maintain an offer that matches very high expectations and
ambitions.
You will have received a letter from the Operational Head
teacher which was co-signed by the Chair of Governors
reflecting the shared responsibility the governing body has in
this significant time of change.
In the spirit of shared responsibility we would like to encourage as many ideas from the parent and student community
to help in this difficult time.

The governors meet regularly (on average once a month)
and consists of 18 members of the local community. There
are vacancies, three of which I am delighted to report, have
recently been filled. We have two new co-opted governors:•
who brings with her experience of
governance at primary level and is a teacher at another secondary school who will also have a child in
Year 7 next term.
•
who is a teacher at Edgbarrow school
In addition we welcome
who is the current
Head of Year 7 as the new Staff governor elected by the
teachers and support staff of Edgbarrow.
This still leaves us with a couple of vacancies for which we
are keen to recruit new governors.
We are planning an election for the vacant Parent Governor,
key dates for which are below:-

: letter sent to all
parents and carers inviting nominations via email,
pupil post and available on the school website
•
: closing date for
nominations
: voting papers des•
patched via pupil post with email notice
•
: ballot closed
: ballot counted
•
and result declared
As a current parent governor I would like to take this opportunity to encourage any other parent/carer to consider standing for election as it is a brilliant opportunity to help guide the
school through challenging times and brings an interesting
perspective as someone with a focused viewpoint.
It is worth noting here that even if a parent governor is
unsuccessful in the election there may be an opportunity to
join the governing body as a co-opted governor if the candidate is considered as strong by the full governing body.
•

A panel of Governors recently oversaw the recruitment of
the new Headteacher and were delighted to appoint Stuart
Matthews as Bob Elsey’s new replacement.
He will be a worthy successor to Bob whose near-20 year
tenure as Head has seen Edgbarrow become a beacon of
excellence. We would like to wish Bob well as he transitions
to his new role as Chief Executive Officer of the Corvus
Learning Trust and thank him for his outstanding and tireless
leadership.
Congratulations are also extended to Gareth Croxon who
has secured a promotion to Acting Deputy Head as a result
of a re-shuffle in Stuart’s Leadership Team.
, let’s hope the hot weather hasn’t distracted our
current Years 11 and 13 as they completed their exams; we
wish you success! Governors would also like to thank all
Edgbarrow staff for their hard work in ensuring our young
people are given the very best chances to fulfil their potential
both in and out of the classroom.

“We hope this is the first of many opportunities to collaborate with local businesses”, says Stuart Matthews, acting Head
teacher. “The school is at the heart of our community. Many of our former students work in local businesses & we feel
that closer ties to the local business community will benefit our students on many levels.”
We aim to raise funds to enable us to replace critical IT equipment which is 12 years old, buy new furniture and
interactive technologies to improve student engagement. Our financial goal in 2018/19 is to raise £60,000 to fill the gap
left by funding shortfalls.
The school is partnering with local business, Sandler Training, in a revenue share scheme. Sandler is the world leader in
performance improvement for sales and sales management.
Sandler trains over 30,000 business professionals worldwide each year and is the preferred sales methodology, taught in
Harvard Business School. The local licensees are parents to 3 pupils of Edgbarrow.
We will be offering sales training in the renowned Sandler selling system to local businesses from September 17th. We
will be hosting these training sessions on the first and third Monday of each month in the Sixth Form Centre from 6-8pm.
15% of all fees will be donated directly to the school.
Sandler is also offering a programme to Sixth Formers teaching them to understand their personal motivations,
communication style and strengths, goal setting, insightful questioning and verbal contracting skills to prepare them for
interviews whether to find a job or secure a place in further education. All training fees, RRP £3,000 per student, are
being waived by Sandler Training for this 12 week programme in critical life skills and personal development. There will
be a charge for materials which will be subsidised by Sandler for students with financial challenges.
If you sell yourself or you have a sales team and you are in a crowded, competitive market where there is fierce
competition, pressure to discount, your sales cycles take too long, cost too much and too often result in a “think it over”
or no decision, please join us as our guest at the launch at our Directors’ Briefing to learn more.
It is suitable for business owners, CEOs, MDs, founders, professionals, trades people and sole practitioners.
You will learn what you are doing today that prevents people from buying, and how you create the conditions for them
to object, delay and avoid your salespeople. You’ll discover the crucial psychological blocks to reaching your full potential
in sales and management. And, you’ll learn what you can do to fix them.
Please email our business manager, Carolyn Pyke, on carolyn.pyke@edgbarrowschool.co.uk to register for the Directors’ Briefing, 6-8pm on 17th September. Also, email her if you have an initiative to help the school engage more closely
with the business community, create work experience and apprenticeship opportunities for students or suggestions to
raise much needed funds for the school.

On a daily basis we witness too many of our students taking unnecessary risks with the way they cycle to and from school.
With this in mind we have decided to update our school Cycle Policy which will be implemented from September.
As part of this new policy all students who intend to cycle will have to apply for a cycling permit.
To gain this permit the students will have to fulfil two parts.
These will be –
● Students will attend one of two 30-minute cycle safety sessions with Mr
Russell-Smith which will take place in September after school
● As is the current policy the students will sign the Cycle Policy letter agreeing
to the rules of cycling to and from school and will also present their helmet
as proof they have one
Students will then receive their permits once these have been fulfilled. The permits have
been redesigned so going forward the students will be able to get negative “points” on this permit. When policy rules are
not adhered to e.g. no helmet, the permit will be hole punched by the staff on duty and their name sent to their Head of
Year.
If the students receive 4 points they will receive a 2 week ban from cycling and parents will be informed. After this
two-week period, they will receive a new permit. If, however they receive a further 4 points further action will be taken.
Our aim with this new policy is to educate our students on safe cycling

‘Stranger Sagas’ is a national writing competition that encourages students to write
short stories inspired by a variety of sentence starters. The 100 word limit for each
story led our students to be concise with their ideas and precise with their language
choices and resulted in some very impressive creative writing.
We were delighted to hear that the following students’ stories were chosen to be
published as part of a selective anthology that celebrates remarkable student writing.
Lucy Williams
Rosie Purvis
Charlotte Joyce
Lucie Croft
Maisie Horne
Sahib Dhillon
The anthologies will be released over the summer and will be in the library to view in September. We are incredibly proud
of all the students that took part and I hope to offer more creative writing opportunities in September.

In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before
if a student is going to be away. If your child has a medical appointment that interrupts their school day, please
ensure that we are made aware of this also.
The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff. The telephone
number is:
, alternatively, please
the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk) on
.
If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system contact will be made with home.
If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The school
does have a fully qualified nurse who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made with the
parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital, but treatment
cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent. We respectfully ask that if your child has a minor ailment (eg cold or cough)
that they attempt a day in school. Our school nursing team will make contact with you to arrange for you to collect your
child if they feel that he/she is not well enough to be in school. Alternatively, quiet spaces can be provided for your child to
work in.

(Leave of Absence Request Form)

It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.

Here are a couple of the amazing 3 course meals produced by our Year 7s. The task was to create a
3 course meal for their chosen sports person.

Year 7 News
Head of Year : L West
As I sit and write this piece it is lovely and bright outside and
we are fast approaching the summer holiday! It seems only
yesterday that we were starting at the beginning of Year 7 and
now we have nearly completed our first year together at
Edgbarrow. It has been a pleasure working with the group
this year, getting to know them as individuals and seeing them
grow and develop over the year. I am proud of the way that
the students have adapted to the demands of secondary
school. Their attitude to their lessons has been outstanding
and their enthusiasm has been channelled into some fantastic
progress. This was reflected in a wonderful set of summer
grade reports that were recently sent home. I have been
delighted to present certificates to those pupils who had
gained excellent results for their progress and attitude to
learning in lessons not throughout the year. Well done to all.
Within the year group we encourage students to make the
most of every opportunity and I am delighted that so many
are doing exactly that. The Year 7s have been keen to
become fully involved in all aspects of school life this year. I
have been pleased to see so many of them taking on different
roles such as pupil librarians, members of the school council
committees, sporting teams, music and drama, as well as fully
embracing opportunities within the classroom. We saw some
fantastic performances in Beauty and the Beast and I am
anticipating another sell out show for Alice in Wonderland,
with lots of year 7 stars. I am also in awe of the number of
teams the Year 7s have joined throughout the year, and going
into the Summer term such as rounder, cricket and athletics.
Earlier this month we held our Celebration of Success
Evening and I was very proud to be able to acknowledge the
achievements of so many Year 7s at the in a more formal
setting. I hope those that attended were very proud and
enjoyed your time with us.
Our Sports Day was an amazing success, with so many Year
7s taking part and competing at a very high standard. The
races, attitude and enthusiasm on Sports Day were superb
and it was a delight to be a part of the sporting celebration,
especially witnessing some of our year group breaking school
records. Well done to all who took part and congratulations
to 7S who won the Year 7 sports day competition.
A number of Year 7s have accompanied Mr Matthews on his
first Year 6 Primary School visits. Both Mr Matthews and the
primary school teachers have commented on what wonderful
ambassadors they have been. This has been true for all
members of the year group who have acted as guides to our
visitors during the year. They have been a credit to themselves and to the school.
We have continued to run our Edgpoint reward scheme and
the year 7s have been particularly successful in gaining fast
passes for the canteen. This term, I am delighted to say that I
have also eaten so much pizza with Mr Matthews and Mr

Johnson, to celebrate the number of Year 7s who have
achieved over 75 Edgpoints and won a Headmaster Pizza
meal. Well done to all, it such an achievement and a lovely
opportunity for all staff to have chats with some truly lovely
students. I trust this excellent attitude will continue into next
year.
Our year group trip to Osmington Bay was a great success
despite the wind and the slightly gloomy summer weather.
Students fully embraced the opportunity to get involved in
many different challenging activities such as Jacob’s ladder,
trapeze and abseiling. Some staff had a go too! It was great
to see students not only to build upon friendships they have
already made but also to mix with new people from within
their year
group.
I
certainly
enjoyed the
trip and feel
that I know
the
year
group much
better than
I did before
we
went
and hopefully the pupils feel the same. A huge thank you goes
to all the staff who gave up their weekend to come and
support the pupils.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my team of
tutors who have done a wonderful job of settling the Year 7s
in and supporting them through their first year. A special
thank you also goes to Mr Johnson, my deputy, who has
helped support me in the running of the year group and the
organisation of events and trips.
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a welldeserved summer break! I look forward to working with you
all again next academic year as we move into Year 8!

On Tuesday 19th June the
rounded
up their year together in a celebration activity day at Horseshoe
Lake Activity Centre, Yateley.
Everyone got stuck in and demonstrated the team work and
collaboration skills as well as the
resilience and determination that
they have been working on all
year round.
It was a great day: great weather,
great activities, great people and great fun! Huge thanks to
Mrs O’Rourke for driving the mini-bus and helping out and
Mrs Booty for her support and assistance too.

PTA News
Thanks to all the students, staff, parents and friends who have taken part in a PTA event over the past few months.
The key events over the past few months have included:
Sponsored Walk, raising £13,677
Christmas Shopping Evening, £4,355
Spring Quiz, £1,268
We have also had more Bags2school (more to come in the new school year) and the foreign coin collection box, which is
in reception and waiting for your loose change after your summer holidays!
Most recently the PTA sold Pimms and beer at the summer concert (well done to the students, the school has some really
talented performers).
Thank you to everyone who helped with and bought strawberries and cream at the Crowthorne Carnival, both helpers and
customers, we a hot but very enjoyable day and made over £300 to help support the school.
Donations from the PTA have been made to:
Sports Hall equipment and Science equipment, £7,500
Mini Bus hire, £5,078
Contribution to the build of new bike sheds over the summer, £2,500
, in October a new
, date to be confirmed and then on
In September we have the
Thursday 6th December is the annual
.
You can make contributions all year at JustGiving, and you can collect free donations for Edgbarrow School every time you
buy something online by using Easyfundraising.
The next meeting is Tuesday 18th September, we look forward to seeing you there.
We are always happy to welcome new members to the PTA, you can contact us via email address or the school website.
Have a great summer.

Parents and carers can give Ofsted their views of our school at any time of the year using an online questionnaire
called
. Your views are really important in helping inspectors form a judgement about our school, and
to help us know what is going well and what could be improved.
Please register at
. Once your login has been activated, it only takes a few minutes
to complete answers to 12 short questions on a variety of aspects such as bullying, the quality of teaching and level
of homework.
If you do not have a computer or an email address, or if you would like help to use
Parent View, please do get in touch with us.

Year 8 News
Head of Year : J Cooper
It is so hard to believe that my year group have completed the second year at Edgbarrow School. The year has flown by and
as ever the students have risen to the challenges and opportunities they have been given over the last few months. As I write
this we are ending the term with PE Inter form competitions, Sports Day, music concerts, our Celebration of Success event
as well as the KS3 Drama production Alice in Wonderland. I am pleased to see so many of the students involved with these
events.
I have been delighted that I was able to present certificates to over 150 pupils for achieving such excellent grade reports.
The reports highlighted the high levels of effort and commitment to their work that so many of the students are displaying
for which they should be very proud.
As a year group it has been a Year 8 duty to provide “runners” for the school as well as tour guides for visitors. The pupils
are always enthusiastic volunteers but have done themselves and the year group proud with their work this year. Mrs Hill
and Mrs Sayce our school receptionists are always telling me how well they have done helping our busy school to function
well. Thank you to all who have performed these roles.
It was a privilege to be able to spend time with so many of the year group on our trip to “Land and Wave” in Swanage. The
sun shone and there was a great atmosphere for the whole trip. The students seemed to enjoy the camping (it certainly was
not glamping) and threw themselves wholeheartedly into the activities. They seemed to enjoy all the activities particularly
the water based, raft building and coasteering, as well as learning bush craft skills in the woods. I was impressed by the
courage that they showed facing their fears and they should all feel very proud of themselves and their achievements.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my Tutor Team, Mr Burrell, Mr Fayers, Miss Threlkeld, Mrs Hartley, Mr
Griffiths, Mr Russell-Smith, Mrs Briggs and Mrs Blazer for their continued hard work with the year group as well as our
attached Tutors, Mrs Tayler, Mrs Fulton and Mr Rousou. They are the people who help daily with the support the pupils,
and help to ensure their time with us is successful. Mrs Fletcher, Assistant Head, has also worked with the year group for
Year 8, and we would thank her for all the time, effort, hard work she has given to the year group.
It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Mrs Briggs who has been the tutor for 8V. Mrs Briggs has been an excellent
tutor, she is always looking out for the students, encouraging them to be their best and helping them to mature into young
adults. We will miss having her in the tutor team but wish her the best of luck as she takes on her new role as Head of
Department in a local Secondary school.
Finally I would like to thank you for all your continued support. We achieve the best outcomes for our pupils when school
and home work together and I look forward to continuing this next year. I would also like to wish you and your families a
fantastic summer break and well-earned rest.

So numeracy has had a busy year with pupils and staff taking part in numeracy challenges throughout morning
registrations. Alongside this, some year 7s have taken part in catch up numeracy interventions in the morning and made
a lot of progress – well done to all those involved and your perseverance. Teach meets have occurred at different
points in the year for staff and a revamp of the numeracy webpage will launch in the very near future. ‘How to do…’
videos will feature and will show a uniform way of teaching the same mathematical method across all of the different
subjects. I have really enjoyed taking on the role this year and look forward to developing it next year.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer!

The evening of Wednesday 7th June saw Edgbarrow Art & Photography Department hosting the Private View of their annual
exhibition of students’ work. Parents, staff and governors were joined by Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Mr Alvin Finch to
celebrate the achievements of the GCSE & A-Level Artists.
Congratulations to ALL the students for a vibrant and varied display of work. We wish them all the very best for the Summer
results, and beyond.
The Creative Edge Awards prizewinners were as follows:
Hollie Piff
Belle Bhatia
Sandra Stapinoiu
Lili De Silva

Hollie Piff

Belle Bhatia

Lili De Silva

Sandra Stapinoiu

Year 9 News
Head of Year : M Jackson
As I sit and write this I am amazed to think how quickly the 3
years of Key Stage 3 have gone. Watching the “Year 6s” in
school for induction, made me think how the time as flown
since we were in that position.

school. The standard of the competition was high, in front of
a lovely atmosphere provided by a lively but friendly crowd.
Well done to all for taking part and the PE department for
running an excellent event.

Year 9 have had a wonderful year moving through to the end
of Key Stage 3 and choosing our option subjects for key stage
4 starting in September. I am looking forward to working with
the students as they study the subjects they have chosen,
working towards their end of Key Stage 4 exams and all the
challenges that will bring. (But we are allowed a little holiday
before that starts!)

Year 9 have been on many trips this year with different
departments covering many aspects of school life finishing
with the year trip to Euro Disney. It is always very interesting
to work and interact with pupils outside of the school environment and lovely to see them in a different environment
as they grow. Thank you to you for your continued support
for our trips which helps us to make school interesting and
simulating and to all the staff who give up their time to go.

Year 9 continues to amaze me with their commitment to
lessons, the way they have joined in other activities throughout
the school. Sports clubs, rounders’ and athletics particularly
have been well supported during the summer term, with large
numbers taking part and many qualifying and competing at the
District Athletics at Palmer Park Reading. Well done to all our
sports men and women.

As a year team we are very fortunate to have a lovely team
of full time tutors and attached staff who support us. A big
thank you to all of the Tutors, Miss Pilgrim, Miss Kadodia,
Miss Mullane, Mr Simpson, Mr Fisher, Miss Miles and Miss
Owens. Attached Tutors supporting us this year have been
Mrs Tolcher, Mrs Giles, Mrs Roylance and Mrs Price. Thank
you to all of you too for helping settle and look after the
pupils in form time. The tutors see the pupils every day and
We also have many people involved in sports outside of school,
play a vital part in the caring side of school for the pupil and
some competitively and some at a very high level, it is always
we are very lucky to keep the team of Tutors as we move
lovely to hear about people’s performances, successful or less
into Key Stage 4.
successful, so if you are taking part in something, please let us
know.
Thank you for your continued support. I hope you are all
able to have an enjoyable summer break together with your
As a year group we have played a strong part in the running of families.
the school council and with a strong representation on the I look forward to renewing our partnership in September,
school council as well as providing 2 representatives to the when we can tackle the challenges of Year 10, in the same
Bracknell Forest Youth Council. Well done to all involved.
positive and enthusiastic way you have approached each new
aspect of your school lives. Take care.
The Drama and Music departments are running concerts and
performances right up to the end of term, well done to all our
talented performers in Year 9 for taking part and thank you to
your Teachers for giving up their time and effort at the end of
this long busy term.
Our Celebration of Success evening was great opportunity to
mark the many successes of our Year 9 students and to recognise the students in a more formal way. I really enjoyed the
evening and being part of the recognition of hard work and
good performance in their subjects. Well done to all our prize
winners.
Attendance at school is vital to enable pupils to achieve their
full potential and it has been lovely as Head of Year to receive
a list of students achieving 100% attendance over the academic year. Certificates are being sent home and well done those
students. Continued good attendance will be vital over Key
Stage 4 and we will continue to work together to achieve this.
Sports day is one of my favourite days of the school year, when
students are given the opportunity to perform in front of the

On Thursday 26th April our top set maths students in Years 7 and 8 sat the UKMT maths challenge. This is a national
competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different areas of mathematics. Our students achieved
gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

Sophie Hardman
Rory Reynolds
Edward Nutman
Luke Rollins
Emmanuel Padilla
Samuel Remedios
Adam Cox
Kailen Meade
Matilda Ferrar
Sahib Dhillon
Dominic Irwin
Adam Chopping
Max Lau
Kai Crawford
Paris Montana
Morgan Kimber
Abigial Masey
Zachary Carter
Marguerite Sautelle
Olivia Farrer
Sophia Neal
Samuel Badger
Arran Phull
Darrell Funani
Katie Miklos
Sam Kent
Maisie Horne
Rosemary Purvis
Ruben Botha
Zak Crean
Cameron Love
Charlie Down
Leah Bickers-Gregory
Lucy Reeves

*
Oscar Wolfenden
Joshua Cavell
Eva Jones
Sam Twelvetrees
Jack Hammond
Edward Jourdan
Dominic Webber
Adam Mansfield
Abigail Croyden
Amelia Gow
Chris-Oliver Pratt
Evie Jones
Emily Wells
Jamie Lovell
Thomas Dodds
Oliver Wells
Alex Underwood
Ewan Joy
Dylan Howley
Kai Rea
Ellie Simpson
Sam Chapman
Ted Daley
Jake Neilson
Scott Morgan
Andrew Zatonski
Zane Khan
Holly Fowler
Lucas O’Riordan
Susannah Nash
Jessica Thomson-Smith
Pippa Bhatia
Will Wolton
Joshua Njampa
Phoebe Peters

Pupils in italics also sat the next round of the maths challenge on 21st June.
Jorja Abel, Max St Aubyn, Sam Cooper and Harry Hudson sat the Junior Kangaroo paper as their next round and Jorja and
Max both received certificates of merit (top 25% of students across the country) whilst Sam and Harry received qualification
certificates. Thomas Pearce qualified for the round beyond the Kangaroo which is the Junior Maths Olympiad. He achieved
a certificate of merit. Well done Thomas!
In the last newsletter I told you about some of our Year 9 and 10 students that had got through to the next round of their
challenge, the Intermediate Kangaroo. Joel Trainer, Adam Rook, Ellie Killner and Liam Butler all received qualification
certificates. Jack Dyson received a certificate of merit. The merit certificate is awarded to the top 25% of students that sat
the paper across the country. This was from 10, 308 scripts from 1911 schools so a huge
to Jack on his
achievement.
The maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities and congratulate
those that have received certificates. Well done!

This year we are hoping to be able to send out exam results by email to students. This would
primarily be of benefit to any student who is away for results day and will, therefore, be unable
to collect their results in person.
A Level and BTEC Results for the majority of our students will, as always, be available in the Sixth Form Atrium from
(
for students concerned about University offers). From
onwards Year 12 students can
collect AS/Vocational results. The results will be emailed on the afternoon of results day. Results will not be released to
anyone other than the student him/herself on results day.
Results for the majority of our students will, as always, be available in the Gym from
. The results will be emailed on the afternoon of results day. Results will not be released to anyone
other than the student him/herself on results day.
If students wish to receive their results this way they must make sure that they are able to log into their school email address
remotely via webmail from home prior to the end of the school term. From the Edgbarrow School website home page,
hover above the LOGIN icon. A drop down box will appear, select Webmail. This will then redirect to the login where
students can log in to their school email.
We are unable to make this service available to parents as exam results belong only to the student. We are hoping that by
giving you this information in plenty of time that you will ensure that your son/daughter will carry out the above procedures,
if indeed, they are unable to come into school on results day.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require any further information by email to
sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

Year 10 and Year 12 French students had a brilliant visit to Normandy this term. Despite travelling overnight they started
their immersion weekend full of enthusiasm speaking lots of French and trying new activities including the infamous
‘Parcours de Santé’ where they got very muddy! Everyone used lots of French as they threw themselves into the river
and then repeated it in the past tense. I got some great pictures for the yearbook next year!
On Saturday we went to a local market to buy our lunch; if you didn’t try your French you were going to go hungry but
the picnics turned out to be very lavish. The crêpes looked particularly good although they disappeared in seconds! In
the afternoon we visited Mont Saint Michel and climbed up A LOT of steps in the sun.
The journey home was a very relaxing mix of maths revision, limbo dancing and the disco on the ferry although Mrs
Brandist and Mrs Lagna are still annoyed they were beaten in the film quiz!
Un très bon week-end with an amazing group of students.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
This year has seen another increase in the number of students opting to take
part in the DofE program. With 92 registrations at Bronze level, 45 at Silver
and 6 at Gold it was going to be a challenging year. In the end we completed
6 days at Bronze, 15 days at Silver and 9 days at Gold, and that was just to
complete the expedition phase. A huge congratulations to everyone who
completed their expedition. A huge amount of effort is still being put in
across the three other sections, Volunteering, Physical and Skills. All-in-all
the program is challenging students to both work together, work for others
and work for themselves.

The bronze cohort completed their training in late march at Westhorpe
Watersports Centre, just outside Marlow. Over two days they learnt the
skills they would need for their up and coming practice and assessed
expeditions. The practice was held in the Chiltern Hills, across wooded
areas criss-crossed with paths and bridleways, covering up to 15km each
day. An overnight camp in Lane end provided a welcome rest before the
following day. For the assessment we moved south to the area between
Newbury and Theale, working in similar but slightly more difficult terrain.
Camping at Rushall farm was again very welcome after a hot and long day.
Rounders was the game of the evening before turning in for a good night’s
sleep, ready for an early start on the final day.

26 of our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh participants decided to canoe across
the Norfolk Broads for their Silver Assessment. We travelled up on Thursday afternoon and camped overnight ready for their Friday morning departure. All groups did very well in the hot weather and made good progress
along their different routes. Although it was overcast for much of Friday, the
sun appeared as they came into camp and there was a spectacular sunset to
enjoy on Friday evening. Saturday saw the teams progressing westwards
towards Norwich and a “wild” campsite just up a hill from the waters edge.
One of the boys had a birthday and the whole group enjoyed birthday cake
and doughnuts courtesy of his Mum – a pleasure for the tastebuds after all
the pasta many had eaten!! After two longer days, Sunday was shorter with
a final paddle into Coltishall and a well earned celebratory ice-cream as the
groups had all passed. Needless to say, the minibuses were much quieter on
the way home! Many thanks to the Inspired Expedition staff and the volunteer Edgbarrow staff on this expedition and the practice on the river
Thames in May.

Another DofE expedition around the Elan Valley comes to an end, it was a
pleasure to see the students persevere and overcome and challenges that
the beautiful Welsh countryside had to offer. The weather was kind to us
this year, with no rain in the forecast at all - however, the lovely sunshine
made the days draining and long. Wild camping was thoroughly enjoyed by
all, who would not like waking up to a gorgeous sunrise in the Welsh

countryside with your friends. Saturday proved to be a quick day by all, may have had something to do with the football…All
students were in camp by the early afternoon and were eagerly waiting for the coverage to start. A special mention has to
go to the Silver cyclists, who, having shown Expedition Wales what they were capable of, were given a Gold cycling route
to complete, which they all did in style! Sunday was a day of smiles and giggles as they knew that the expedition was coming
to a close. A huge well done to all of those students who kept the morale of the group high and were never phased by the
warm weather and early starts. An outstanding effort by all, very well done.

A huge well done to the gold DofE walkers, who have just completed their final assessed expedition in the Elan Valley. The
boys showed real team spirit and outdoor skills honed over years of training together from bronze all the way to gold DofE.
The culmination of their DofE adventure saw them enduring and overcoming the blazing heat, the challenges of wild
camping, and the forbidding mountains of Wales on a route covering over 75km. The assessors were very impressed with
their resilience and resourcefulness, as they completed some stages of the route in record time; perhaps the need to be in
camp before the football world cup quarter-finals helped! Overall, they demonstrated the strength of character and good
humour that is at the heart of DofE. We look forward to their reflections at the presentation evening in the autumn term.
Well done to all involved!

This year also saw a group of our year 12 students complete a self-planned Gold award. This was necessary because one
of the group was not an Edgbarrow student therefore they could not register with us. It was an epic adventure that saw
them cycle the entire length of the Western Isles, from Barra to the Butt of Lewis over a 4 day period, a total of 370 KMs
carrying all of their equipment and food for the journey. Well done to them, there adventure can be seen on this
.

Year 10 News
Head of Year : E McClatchie
This year has been an exceptionally busy time for Year 10 as they have embarked on their
GCSE studies. The pressure has been on them throughout the whole year to complete
controlled assessments and external exams in some of their option subjects. The vast majority
of pupils have risen to this challenge, approaching their work with maturity and establishing
positive working systems and patterns. I am sure that the hard work throughout the year will
be rewarded by excellent results next summer and for those who have sat external exams and
I look forward to celebrating their achievements when we return in September. I have been
impressed by the number of pupils who have stayed after school to attend catch up sessions
and to give further time to coursework to ensure that they are up to date with all of their work
when we return in Year 11, giving themselves the best opportunity for success next year.
These sessions will continue throughout Year 11 and many more students will dedicate further
time to their studies in the final year.
The year group has continued to have many opportunities throughout the year and my thanks
go to the staff who have organised events including the geography trip to Iceland and the ski
trip, the history trip to the Trenches, geography fieldwork, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions,
Careers interviews and visits to local businesses to name but a few. These are all valuable
experiences for the year group and enrich their studies and their understanding of the opportunities available to them post-16, which we will start looking at in more detail in the autumn
term.
As the students become more senior in the school the opportunity to take leadership roles and
have a greater say in the running of the school presents itself. This year the Year 10 students
have been excellent role models as members of the School Council, sports ambassadors,
prefects and peer mentors. The peer mentors in particular were an invaluable support for the
Year 6 students on transition days.
With Year 11 having to concentrate on their GCSEs Year 10 have done a fantastic job leading
the School Council this year.
In all of these roles, I have been impressed with the maturity they have displayed and the
positive contributions that they have made to the school as both individuals and working within
these groups.
The year group has also seen students who have competed in extracurricular activities for both
school and for their communities, going above and beyond; huge congratulations to all of them
for their individual and team achievements. As always we have recently had sports day and the
competition was intense as it was their last one. Congratulations to 10T who were the tutor
group winners on the day. All of the students should be commended however with how they
approached the day in a competitive but friendly manner, filling all the events, which made me
incredibly proud of them as a year group.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Cruickshank who has been my deputy head
of year but is now stepping down from this role. She has been a fantastic support to me and a
wonderful asset to the year group as a whole. We are delighted she will continue to be 10Q’s
tutor until her maternity leave later next year. As of September I am thrilled to be able to let
you that Mrs Blake will be my new deputy head of year. I am really looking forward to working
with her in that capacity and know she will build upon the great job Mrs Cruickshank has been
doing.
I have been extremely proud this year to work with such a fabulous group of young people. As
the year draws to a close we can look back and be proud of the many successes during the year.
It is also a time for pupils to be reflective and consider how they will improve or maintain
success when we return in September and continue with their examination work. Have a
restful, safe summer and I look forward to a fantastic start to Year 11.

News around School

We noticed that lots of the other departments where asking their
students to ‘Dazzle’ them with some extra curricular assignments and
we decided to get in on it too!
Our ‘Dazzle Me’ challenge was titled ‘Take a Look at a Book’ and was
open to anyone who wanted to give it a go - the only restriction was
that the project had to be book related. We suggested art projects,
drama, costume design, story boarding etc and we were very pleased
to get back a couple of entries that were of an amazingly high standard.

We have been getting into the football spirit with a football themed
scavenger hunt around the school. We have placed 8 posters with a
football shirt and a book about the country the shirt is from around the
school, students have to find them all make a note of the country and
the book and bring the answers back to us. All correct entries will
go into a draw to be in with a chance of winning a signed copy of Dan
Freedman’s fantastic football novel ‘The Kick Off’. Good luck to all
those who enter!

Française and everyone tried escargots even if they didn’t
A group of 23 Y9 French students set off on Thursday 21st really like the idea (well done
June for Normandy, France for a weekend of French immer- Emily!).
sion activities. We travelled overnight on the ferry from
Sunday and Monday we spent
Portsmouth and despite not getting much sleep we were very
the day at the chateau trying lots
excited to be met at Caen on Friday morning and taken to the
of different activities. We loved
Chateau de la Baudonnière. After breakfast at the chateau
the canoeing (even those who
we headed straight into our first activity baking French bread
fell in!), impressed the teachers
which we then ate for lunch. Miam miam! A good preparation
with our problem solving skills,
for the Parcours de Santé which was more to do with mud
probably need to work a bit on
than health! We climbed over the obstacles and through the
map reading and decided to
mud before swinging across the river – well some of us did
run away to the circus once we
and some just fell in!
had mastered ‘le bâton du diaSaturday we went to Granville, where we bought lunch in the ble’! We spoke lots of French
market. Everyone managed to get something they wanted to as all the people who worked
at the chateau only spoke
eat using their French and
French and we would have
we ate a delicious picnic on
been very hungry and bored if we hadn’t tried out our
the way to Mont St Michel.
language skills.
This is a really impressive
abbey and walled village
built on an island that is only
linked to the mainland at low
tide. We climbed all the way
to the top of the abbey
where we were glad to get
inside out of the sun! After
a tour of the building including seeing the giant human hamster
wheel we had time to practice our language skills again buying
ice creams and cold drinks! Saturday evening was our Soirée

Tuesday we set off for home stopping at the Bayeux Tapestry
on the way (it’s very old sewing!) and perhaps more interestingly the supermarket to buy drinks and snacks for the 6 hour
boat journey home! This trip was a brilliant way to immerse
ourselves in the French language and way of life and we came
home more confident and ready to tackle French GCSE in
September!

Careers and Work Related Learning
In April we again held our Year 12 speed careers networking event; this year
we had 16 different companies present. Each company representative spent a
few minutes telling students about their job role, their company and their
career path. Students then had the opportunity to ask questions, before a
buzzer went off signalling time to move onto the next table. After the hour
was up students were able to have further discussions with anyone they hadn’t
managed to speak to during the hour, and to go back and ask more detailed
questions. We had a wide variety of careers sectors represented including IT,
Teacher Training, Financial Services, Security & Uniformed Services, Marketing, HR, Sports, Leisure & Tourism and Manufacturing & Engineering.

As part of the #YearinEngineering we were able to take a group of female
students to the inaugural STEM Careers Showcase at the Royal Military Academy in Sandhurst. The event was designed to showcase the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) Industry and to encourage more females
to consider STEM careers. This was a huge event with approximately 900
students attending along with over 50 organisations from industry and further
education. Students attended inspirational talks from key females within STEM,
were able to talk to a wide range of exhibitors, ask questions, watch demonstrations and make contact with employers enabling them to start and/or
continue researching future careers options. We have already been told that
the event was so successful that the RMAS will be repeating it again next year.

Edgbarrow once again played host to 4 visiting Chinese teachers for 4 days in
June. The teachers are based at Reading University’s International Study and
Language Institute and have undergone a rigorous selection process back in
China to enable them to take part in the visit. During their time with us, they
shadowed Year 8 students, delivered assemblies to Years 7, 8 and 9 on school
life in China, taught some of our Year 7, 8, and 9 students a range of topics
including School Life, Provinces in China, How to make Chinese Dumplings
and Mandarin. They met and lunched with a selection of school staff and governors to learn more about school life at Edgbarrow. All the students who
had the opportunity to be taught by them had a great time and have gained
valuable knowledge from them for the future. When asked what they
thought of their experience with us one teacher said, “

As part of the transition process, Year 6 students from our partner primaries
have had the opportunity to take part in careers related workshops. Students
were asked to discuss within groups the jobs of family members, and to think
about the hours they work; the type of work they do, e.g. inside or outside;
travelling; qualities and skills they might need; what type of job role they might
be interested in. We then looked at the job families and talked about the
amount of jobs available within those families. Students were then given a
specific job role, they spent time reading up on that role and completed a short
paragraph on a typical day in that role, and they then shared some key points
about their specific role with their class and teachers. They were then asked
to be an ambassador for their job role by designing a poster; some of these
posters will now be displayed in the school for those students progressing to

Edgbarrow to see. All the students enjoyed the workshops and this will support them as they start to research and make
decisions about their options at secondary school.

This programme will again be running next year, and we hope to recruit more mentors to
enable us to offer this opportunity to more students. We are also looking at expanding
the programme. Feedback from mentors and mentees has been very positive and we will
be using that information to make some minor changes to the programme.

A small group of students have had the opportunity to take part in the inaugural Year 9
group mentoring programme. We have been running this in conjunction with AWE and
we are hoping that they will be able to offer us the chance to participate again in the next
academic year.

We are currently working on the enrichment day schedules for Years 7-10 and some of the events will include a careers
focus as part of our careers programme. Further details on the activities can be found in the enrichment letters that you
received in June.

I am pleased to inform you that we are continuing to offer students the opportunity to meet
with an impartial careers advisor in school. This will either be on a one-to-one basis or
within group workshops and will be focused primarily on Year 11 and Sixth Form students
to support transitions. Support will also be available to identified students within other year
groups either via Adviza or through the Bracknell Forest Careers Advisors. For more information on either of these options
please contact Karen Robinson, Careers Department.

I would like to remind you that all incoming Year 12 students are now required to complete 30 hours of work
experience/shadowing as part of their study programme at Edgbarrow; if any parent/carers are able to support us with this
by offering placements to students please do get in touch. Can I also encourage Year 11 students planning to join the sixth
form in September, to start thinking about work experience and to start to research possible placements?

In January 2018 the DFE published new careers guidance for schools, this is based around 8 benchmarks which schools need
to meet by 2020. Some key areas are employer engagement, workplace visits, and work experience, if any parent/carers
are able to support the school with any of these please do get in touch. Many of our careers events during the year rely
heavily on volunteers so if anyone has the time and skills to help support our Careers Programme please do get in touch.

Miss Owens and Mrs Jackson took Year 12 artists to University of Reading for a screen printing tutorial. Here they
learnt how to cut out paper templates and to print their designs using acrylic paint and then how to expose the positive image onto the screens ready for multiple printing. Even though it seemed very technical the students did extremely well and produced some lovely work for their projects. The day also gave them an insight into University life
which they thoroughly enjoyed, despite the heat.

Year 11 News
Acting Head of Year : R Knowles
I write this last newsletter, with a touch of sadness that five years has flown
by so quickly but mostly pride and delight, knowing that you have grown
into such amazing young adults, with such huge potential to change the
world. I also feel so incredibly lucky to have been your Head of Year, you
have taught me so much professionally and personally and I hope in some
way we have made your time at Edgbarrow fun and fulfilled. I can definitely
say that the time I have spent with you has been full of laughter and you
leave me with an abundance of fond memories.
Our last term together has been filled with revision for exams, finishing
coursework, more revision sessions and then the exams themselves. I am
so proud of all the hard work you put in and the efforts you have made to
ensure that you performed as well as you could. You coped so well with
the new exam system and the number of exams that this meant taking, and
you all just dealt with it in your usual positive manner. This positive attitude
and behaviour have continued during the exams and many of the staff,
including invigilators, have commented on your exemplary behaviour in the
exam rooms. Well done, you are a credit to yourselves and the school.
I thoroughly enjoyed our final assembly together, and I hope you all enjoyed
it as much as I did. You are so lucky to have a Headteacher, like Mr Elsey
that gives you such a fabulous send-off. Our final evening together after all
the exams was the Prom. It was an amazing evening and you all looked
fantastic and so grown up! It was a privilege for me to greet you and to
welcome you in. Mrs Hutchinson and I were both delighted to be there to
share the evening with you and are so proud of the way you are as a year
group – being that school family we have talked about for so long, supporting each other through the tough times but also celebrating moments like
these together too. It really was a fabulous evening and the photos are
amazing!
However, much of this success would not have been possible without the
constant support and guidance given by their tutors past and present, the
teaching staff that have got them through to the end, the constant support
from Mr Burges and the Senior Leadership Team, and all the support the
students have received from home. It really has been a pleasure to work in
partnership with you all and I do believe that all this support has been
invaluable in getting through these past few months.
I hope that pupils and their families will look back at their time at Edgbarrow
fondly, remember the friendships made, the fun and laughter shared and I
continue to encourage the pupils to make the most of every opportunity
that comes your way to living a rich and fulfilling life.
It has been a privilege to have worked with the year group, to watch them
grow and mature into young adults. They have been an amazing group of
people and I am immensely proud and lucky to be their Head of Year. You
will definitely all be missed!
I wish every success and happiness for the future to all the pupils and their
families.

Sixth Form News
Head of Year : T Evans
Well done, Sixth Formers! What a stressful but rewarding year,
which ended on a high last night with the Year 13 Prom at
Trunkwell House in Reading, a really beautiful venue. Congratulations to the team of Year 13s who organised the event,
found the magnificent venue and carried it off perfectly. The
group of helpers was big but I feel a special mention should go
to Annie, Hollie, Elwira, Jenni, Madi the Student Leader team
and everyone else who contributed in any way, from selling
tickets, to setting up, organising the after-party, buses etc. It
was a massive organisational task and you all did so well. The
evening was SUCH FUN! Fantastic evening and great company
– so thank you all.
As we finish yet another year (that has flown by again), we’d
like to thank the whole team that has kept us moving forward
this year: the staff, tutors, families and students themselves. If
we didn’t all work together, things would fall apart very quickly
indeed. We feel fortunate and privileged to work in such a
supportive school in an area where families appreciate a very
good education. Our Sixth Form produces so many happy,
successful partnerships and eventual destinations for the students and everyone plays his or her part in this. We really
appreciate it.
We’d like to thank the Student Leadership team (Hollie, Jasper,
Annie, Madi, Gemma, Nicole, Phil, Joel and Harry), who have
all taken on many extra responsibilities this year, as well as all
their school work. This work is often behind the scenes but it
is hugely beneficial to the school. We appreciate all you’ve done
and your friendly, positive approach to this extra commitment.

More and more students are heading down the Apprenticeship route, which is really exciting. We have secured roles
in Microsoft, Romans Direct, in Cabin Crew with major
airlines, Balfour Beatty, Accounting and Business among
others. This field is opening up considerably – we just wish
there was more money and time put into producing toplevel Apprenticeships to match the breadth of university
opportunities on a national scale. Our students will do well
in these Apprenticeships and we are confident that even
more will follow in their footsteps in the coming years.
We wish you all well, Year 13 students – go out there and
make things happen!

90% of our Year 12 students have completed 30 hours of
meaningful work experience placements as part of their
programme of study. Placements have ranged from the
NHS, Tri-Computing, Sports, Music and Drama Coaching,
supporting the local Guides and Scouts Communities, Romans Direct and Accountancy Firms. This experience enables all our students to leave Sixth Form with both the
academic and vocational experience they need to embark on
their future careers with confidence. Our students have
their own Wex journals that map out what they have learned
and how they can apply this knowledge to job and university
applications.

Our new team of leaders in the Sixth Form are (in alphabetical order):
Lia Butterworth, Milly del-Nevo, Vivienne Gardner-McTaggart, Isaac Igbokwe, Nicole Ngugi, Rhys Pullen, Tim Sinclair,
Sarah Wilson, Anna Witchell and Hessan Zaman. They have
made a really good start and are really excited about the year
ahead, for which they have some lovely ideas. We really
appreciate their enthusiasm and their desire to work with
and improve our Sixth Form.

Most of our Year 13s are going to university or into a gap year
next year. A further group will be starting an Apprenticeship or
going straight into employment. This year, our students received a total of
from the university courses to which
they applied. This is an extraordinary
in
terms of applications to offers (compared to a 70-75% success
rate across the country). A huge amount of work went into this
process, from parents, families, subject teachers, tutors, the
Sixth Form team and students. This success makes us proud of As we reach the end of another action-packed year, we
our students and we wish them all the best at university.
hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer and
we look forward to working with our students again from
September.
Students should be checking
on results day to see
if they have a place at their chosen university. If there is a
problem, they should come to school early on that day so that
we can help them with the Clearing system. There will be many
good university places available on that day, so they must not
panic if they do not get the grades for first-choice university.
Most students can come in after 9.00am on that day, but if they
are worried, they could come in from 8am. We’ll be ready to
help!

A big well done to all those performers who took part in our annual Summer Concert on 5th July! Our
young musicians and dancers performed beautifully with a real mix of musical sounds and styles.
We were treated to exceptional performances from Year 7 drummer and singer Freddie Turner and
Dylan Applin. Ocean Reed, Chloe Cross and Lottie Doherty represented Year 8 and Eleanor Bradley,
Abigail Brooks, Finlay Young and Amy Clayton, in Year 9, gave beautiful renditions of different songs from
popular musicals as well as Sophie Le Grand performing a tango inspired dance to Roxanne from ‘Moulin
Rouge’.
Big thanks to the Tech Club who give up a lot of lunch times to learn how to work the equipment so you
can hear and see the show. We were wowed by the professionalism of our Year 10 students, Bobby
Jean-McGill, Ellis Young, Chloe Saunders-Wood, Michael Thornton, Millie Burdett-Smith, Ella Demblon
who was accompanied by Elise Kesken on the violin and Aron Zabala on the piano and finally our very own Martha Graham
and Gene Kelly of the world: Ellen Mitchell and Kathryn Lawrence.
A special mention to two of Edgbarrow’s very own double acts, Suzie Bullingham and Amelie Hennings as well as Jacob
Smith and Stacey Picker who hosted the entire concert. Closing the first half of the show we had a mixture of Year 10
and 11 pupils performing an extract from Annie which they choreographed and staged themselves; Elise Kesken, Lucie
Bollands, Sophie Mitchell-Dwelly, Juliette Sautelle and Lucy Young.
We were also wowed by something a bit different from our Year 11s; Aidan Lucas playing
a heavy metal guitar piece and Rachel Charlwood performing one of her compositions on
the piano. A big thank you to our Year 12s who graced the stage with their wonderful voices
and piano skills; Alex Le Grand, Emelia Riddette-Page, Stacey Picker and Jacob Smith.
Sadly, we say goodbye to several students leaving Edgbarrow. Phil Fletcher, Natalie Cox
and Stephen Penstone have been integral to the performing arts department and we will
miss them greatly. We send all those students our very best wishes and luck for the future.
A final thanks to Mrs Evens who helped run the concert and organise backstage.
Wishing you all a fantastic summer break!

Students can collect their results from the Sixth Form Atrium at 9am. However, students
may come in at 8.00am if they have already accessed their UCAS account and are worried about university placements. We will be here to help you.

Students can collect their results from the Sixth Form Atrium at 10am.

The exam office will be open at the following times should you have any queries about your results:
16th August
9am - 2pm
17th August
9am - 2pm
21st August
9am - 1pm
nd
22 August
9am - 2pm
23rd August
9am - 2pm
Further information on Post Results Services go to PRS: deadlines, fees and charges for Summer 2018

Sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

PE Department
This year the weather has been kind to us enabling lots of athletics clubs and fixtures. We have hosted the Bracknell Forest
competition and the results are:
Year 8 - 1st
Year 9 - 1st
Year 10 - 3rd
Very early on in the season we took a large team to district athletics, we had some incredible performances and all of the
following qualified for county :
R Okar 100m
C Borgnis 1500m
J Gardener Hammer
H Beattie Shot
Z Waight 75m
M Dethick 1000m

D Funani 100m
Z Carter Shot,
H Collins High Jump
I Cook 100m
S Hewitt 150m
J Lacey Javelin

G Wilson 800m
L Loades 300m
K Muttitt Triple Jump
E Laverick 200m
D Grundlingh 150m

M Stevens 800m
O Hall 800m
G Nusier Discus
S Stapinou 800m
A Palmer 75m

C Valence 1500m
M Borgnis 1500m
A Bremmner High Jump
L Mokhothu Discus
A Sinclair 600m

We are delighted for the following athletes who have qualified for English Schools Track and Field Championships:
Immy Cook, James Gardner and Oli Hall. We wish you all the best of luck.
We have had busy term running events for primary schools,
our two events this term have been a mini tennis festival and
a cycling event. This is only made possible due to the excellent
leadership of our students. Thank you to: Ryan Okor, Mark
Charlton, Abi Brooks, Leah Huggins, Yaiza Saunders–Rodrigres, Holly Stillingfleet, Hannah Merry, Maise Horne, Grace
Harris, Lola Meyer, Zahra Eisa, Lauren Deed, Lucie Croft,
Matilda Ferrar, Cameron McGregor, Darrell Funani, George
Wilson, Matt Donnelly, Sam Finch, Joe Twelvetrees, Sam
Cooper.
This year we have been lucky enough to have 4 lovely young
ambassadors. The YA role is to help promote sport in school
and to help with sports events. The YA had a huge task in the
summer term where, along with YAs from schools across the
county, they had to plan , organise and deliver Berkshire
School games. The dedication , commitment, passion and
drive shown by the YAs was inspirational. A massive thank you
and well done to Lerato Mokhothu, Kyle Muttitt, George
Barton and Maddie Sarin.

Bayliss Cup at Maidenhead Golf Club on Monday 2nd July. In
very hot conditions the boys played 18 holes stableford, with
the best two scores counting, against seven other teams from
schools around the county.
They managed a few birdies on the first nine holes, but
struggled a bit on the back nine when the weather got very
warm and the wind started to pick up. They eventually finished in 4th position with a total score of 78. The winning team
from Charters had a remarkable score of 95!! The boys had a
great day out from school and particularly enjoyed the bacon
butties and burgers provided as some consolation for not
winning. A huge well done to all who took part.

Rounders Club in Year 7 was fantastic. We had so many girls
attend the club and a real variety of old and newcomers to join
in the fun and games. The girls are such a delight to coach,
always wanting to get better, but ultimately focusing on just
having fun with new people from the year group. We also
have training with the wonderful Year 8s, and the group have
really been a pleasure to coach.

Four teams qualified for Berkshire school game this year: New
We have played against Garth Hill, Ranelagh, Sandhurst, EastAge Kurling, Modern Pentathlon, Girls Tag Rugby and Girls
hampsted Park and Brackenhale, and won all our games.
Ultimate Frisbee
Obviously we were ecstatic with this result and it was well
earned. Our main focus is to just have fun, and as the results
The New Age Kurling team made it to the final of the tourna- show, having fun didn’t do us any harm. I can’t wait for next
ment, to play their rivals Arbour Vale school. Unfortunately academic year, and am looking forward to more girls attendArbour Vale beat us in the final (for the third year) but we are ing the up and coming Year 8 training for Netball.
delighted to win silver and looking forward to a match with
Arbour Vale in September.
Have a great summer break to all, and look forward to seeing
you all in September.
The Edgbarrow golf team consisting of Vanya Savochkin,
Patrick Lawton, Joe Lawton and Josh Pose competed in the

The group of girls are a pleasure to coach and teach, making
my job very enjoyable. The group can always be relied upon
and are organised, considerate and competitive. We have
some serious talent within the team with some excellent
batting and fielding. The girls have shown themselves to be
great sportswomen by taking on challenges such as playing the
Wellington girls senior team! The girls held their own showing that great skill and teamwork are vital in rounders. We
have played all our games, with some of them incredibly close
and only losing by half a rounder and we are waiting for other
schools results to find out our league position.
Well done girls and have a great summer.

This year, we had a record turn out for rounders by the Year
9 girls which was so lovely to see as there can sometimes be
a drop off by this point. However, it meant that picking a team
for matches was a tough ask, and the girls were so cooperative with an ever changing 9 players, and showed fantastic
sportsmanship by allowing everyone the chance to take part.
We played against several other schools, with our final game
against Sandhurst resulting in a massive win with 16 rounders
to 9. Standout performances go to Tea Atasanova who this
year was our bowler and Maddie Crofts for taking on the role
of captain. All of the girls worked really hard and attended all
practices, and I look forward to seeing them play in Year 10.

It has been an absolute pleasure running the Year 10 Rounders
team this year. I have a large group of the most wonderful girls
who attend practices and enjoy training and playing together.
Not only are they the nicest group of girls you could want to
work with but they are also extremely talented rounders
players. They have been unbeaten so far this year and if they
win their remaining two matches, which am confident they
will , they will win the local league again this year. If you ask
the girls their highlight of the season , I think they will tell you
it was beating Wellington College and then been given the tea
afterwards eaten in the beautiful grounds of the college!
Well done girls you have been a wonderful team for four years
and I shall miss you next year.

Only managed to get one game in the calendar this academic
year, but what a good game it was. The year 7s had their first
game for the school vs Ranalegh at Bracknell cricket club and
won the game with time to spare. Ranelagh set a total of 48
runs for 9 wickets at the end of their 16 overs. Star bowling
performances from Zak Waight and Dom Webber gave us a
good platform to build from. Zak Waight then completed the
damage with the bat scoring a quick fire 30 before being
retired. Eddie Jourdan was a great partner in bat, nudging
those little singles around to keep Zak on strike where possible.

Well done boys, keep up the interest and we’ll get more
games in the calendar next year.

The Year 9 cricket team has worked well alongside the Year
8 team this term. We have had some really good games of
paired and diamond cricket in training sessions with some
excellent batting and bowling skills emerging. It has been
difficult to find local fixtures this year but we had a close game
away at Holme Grange school where the improvements the
boys have made were given a chance to shine. I would like to
say a big well done to all the boys who have turned up week
on week to practice, I would encourage you all to try out the
local cricket clubs this summer if you are not already members. Have a great summer holiday.

With the World Cup dazzling us all over in Russia, we thought
we’d host our own little World Cup right here, in sunny
Crowthorne. Students signed up and represented one of the
32 nations. Group stages completed and some ‘shock’ teams
made it through… Costa Rica, Panama, Saudi Arabia… and
of course England!
Some closely contested knock-out matches with Nigeria
lifting the prestigious Jules Rimet trophy after beating England
in the final. Alex Hall claimed the golden boot .

This term interform was rounders and softball.
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Well done to all who took part.
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Sports Day
We had a great sports day this year and were impressed by the number of students
who took participated and represented their forms. Teams that were complete were
those that excelled, showing that although the events are individual the team element
is vital. We were impressed by the competition and sportsmanship shown by all
competitors this year, their determination and passion for the events is shown in the
amount of records that were broken.
The following

across their year group:

9S

The

The
D.Grundlingh
D.Knight
G.Ling
M.Dethick
7S
M.Horne
C.Borgnis
A.Hall
S.Hardman
8W
8R
L.Loades
L.Loades
G.Wilson
C.Vallance
T.Hacke-Woods
9S
9S
T.Waight
A.Palmer
10V

were as follows:

10T

1st place: S
2nd place: T
3rd place: P

were:
20.50
45.68
48.42
3.19
3.06
5.15
4.49.07
39.44
47.00
52.07
2.59
42.77
25.92
2.11
4.45
7.44m
49.06
2.48
7.6m
26.41m
2.48.38

150 m
300 m
300 m
1000 m
Mixed Medley
1500 m
1500 m
300 m
300 m
Relay
Mixed Medley
300 m
200 m
800
1500 m
Triple Jump
Relay
Mixed Medley
Triple Jump
Javelin
Mixed Medley

Year 7
Year 7
Year 7
Year 7
Year 7
Year 8
Year 8
Year 8
Year 8
Year 8
Year 8
Year 9
Year 9
Year 9
Year 9
Year 9
Year 9
Year 9
Year 10
Year 10
Year 10

2014
2017
na
3.24
2017
2017
1984
39.44
47.00
2017
2005
na
1978
2009
1978
na
2009
2017
na
2017
1997

21.40
47.66
na
2011
3.14
5.30
4.59
na
na
53.15
3.08
na
27.00
2.13
4.49
na
49.73
2.53
na
23.12
2.53

Thank you to all staff involved in music, organising and commentating and thank you to the Maths department for running the
results desk so efficiently!
Well done to all students involved in either competing or supporting. You made it the fabulous day it was . Bring on next year!

We were delighted to be able to take 28 enthusiastic hard working Year 12 students to Nettlecombe Field Work Study
Centre in Somerset. Our students spent 4 days working in the sun (and some rain) on their coursework that is worth
20% of their final grade. They did us proud working long days in the field by the seaside town of Minehead collecting
their data and long evenings in the classroom working on the coursework. All our
students agreed that it was hard work but well worth their time and effort to be able
to say that at the end of the 4 days they
were well on their way towards their 20%.

Congratulations to the following students, who are this year’s Art Stars, and received prizes kindly
donated by Daler Rowney:
Abigail Croyden
Elizabeth Joliffe
Holly Fowler
Alessia Imbalzano Hilton
Lucy Reeves
Jess Wood
Talia Smith
Niall Bowles
Oliver Lovejoy
Owen Butler
Caitlyn Crook
Hannah Springford
Kerry McNulty

The Sports Complex continues to generate income for the school and we are delighted to have secured several further
long term bookings. We are keen to encourage the local community to use the Sports Complex and ad hoc bookings
can be made if the space is available.
If the World Cup has inspired you to get a team together for a kick around then we have astro slots available in the evenings throughout the summer and at the weekends.
Students are more than welcome to book the astro over the summer, but please note that they
are not permitted to use it without a pre-arranged booking.
Tennis courts are also available for hire midweek after 5.30pm, Saturday and Sunday mornings
and Sunday evening.
If you have an event coming up – birthday parties, competitions or tournaments we offer very
competitive rates so please do get in touch.
Please contact Vicky Rice our Lettings Assistant on 01344 467653, or e-mail lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk, and she
will be happy to help you.

Please remember……..
If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this

to apply.

The form can also be completed online by visiting

Support for Service Children
Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in the
British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children on our
roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also been extended
for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has retired from HM Forces.

If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by selecting this
and returning it to school reception. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by
ticking the appropriate box and indicating where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Thank you for your continued support. If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making your
purchases through Easy Fundraising. So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to
easyfundraising first and choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a
free donation (average of 5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA. Please register at It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for the use of your children in their
education therefore please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.
●
●
●
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Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can
efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal
property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities
and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur. By agreeing that
your child may participate in the
activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this
respect.
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Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter
behind. Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey. This is a fantastic bus; let’s
make sure we can all enjoy it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2019/2020
Autumn Term 2018
Teacher Training Days

Monday 3rd September and Tuesday 4th September

Start of Term

Wednesday 5th September

Half Term

Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October

Last Day of Term

Friday 21st December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2019
Start of Term

Monday 7th January

Half Term

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February

Last Day of Term

Friday 5th April (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2019
Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 23rd April

Start of Term

Wednesday 24th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 6th May

Half Term

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May

Last Day of Term

Friday 19th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July

Autumn Term 2019
Teacher Training Days

Monday 2nd September and Tuesday 3rd September

Start of Term

Wednesday 4th September

Half Term

Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November

Last Day of Term

Thursday 19th December

Spring Term 2020
Start of Term

Monday 6th January

Half Term

Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020

Last Day of Term

Friday 3rd April

Summer Term 2020
Teacher Training Day

Monday 20th April

Start of Term

Tuesday 21st April

Bank Holidays

4th May and 25th May

Half Term

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May

Last Day of Term

Friday 17th July

Teacher Training Days

Monday 20th July and Tuesday 21st July

