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Welcome to our newsletter for the Autumn term.
There’s been a huge amount going on and I hope it
gives you a flavour of school life at Edgbarrow.

I hope you had a chance to see the school production
‘Sister Act’, which was just brilliant. Led by Stefe Mc-
Adam, staff and students put in a fantastic effort and
gave three nights of a thoroughly enjoyable show.
Over 100 students were involved, and it was a real
pleasure to see so many talented actors and singers on
stage and of course the work of a large backstage team.

The Sixth Form Open Evening took place on 14th

November; we were stunned to have over 600 visi-
tors.  I am so sorry to anyone who got held up in the
traffic.  Lots of our own and external families attended
and we have had over 390 students register for a place.
Of course, our own students, that meet the entry
requirements, take priority. As usual, there is a huge
range of events shared with you in this newsletter.  As
a school, we absolutely believe that education is an
experience and I would like to thank the staff for the
huge amount of time that they voluntarily put into
providing a wide range of extracurricular activities.

Thank you for your continued efforts to support the
school.  We have been really pleased to see the stu-
dents dressed so smartly, well equipped and on time.
We have not seen any hoodies and are having to issue
fewer lunch-time detentions to students who are not
ready for the day.  We would, however, be grateful for
your continued support with earrings (one small stud
in each ear) and appropriate skirt lengths.

We have also reminded students that the school is still
responsible for their behaviour whilst travelling
to/from school and whilst in school uniform.  In partic-
ular, we have seen a number of concerns raised about
students travelling safely; please could I ask you to
remind those that walk to stay on paths and use desig-
nated crossing points; those that cycle should be wear-
ing helmets and be considerate of other road users.
Thank you to the huge majority that supports us by not
bringing cars on to the site at the end of the day, there
should be no cars between 3.20pm and 3.40pm as we
support students to leave the site in a safe fashion.
Please, can I ask that those parking outside of the
school are considerate towards our neighbours and
avoid blocking driveways.

Thank you to the PTA and parents who kindly make an
annual/monthly donation to the school fund.  This really
has helped us keep our heads above water and will
continue to be hugely helpful as we look to equip our
new build.

We say goodbye to Sam Wilson in Student support.  As
a former student of the school, we were delighted that
he chose to come back to work with us.  Lots of
students will have benefited from Sam’s help and sup-
port.  We wish him well as he studies for a degree and
completes his coaching qualifications.  We hope that
he’ll be back to join us on an ad hoc basis.

Fiona Welfare in Finance is also leaving us.  Working in
school finance is never easy but she has done a fantastic
job for us and will be missed by the office staff.  Fiona
is taking an extended career break; we wish her all the
best.

We welcome Jill Bowker, Megan Fearn and Leah Gater
to the Progress Department, Lana Ploom as a Learning
Supervisor and Lorraine Copley to Resources.

We have also welcomed back Anna Mackenzie-Dodds
from maternity leave as she re-joins the science depart-
ment.

I would like to make a special thanks to our Maths
department. As  you will be aware, our colleague
Evelyn Taylor passed away unexpectedly over the
summer.  We were unable to recruit a replacement
and so whilst dealing with their own grief, the Maths
department (supported by others), have covered all
the lessons to ensure the students were not affected.

Just to confirm
that contracts
have now been
signed and we
expect work to
begin on the 20th

January.  This is a
hugely exciting
project that will
make a significant improvement to the teaching and
learning environment.  It does, however, bring some
disruption to the school site.  We will be talking to
students about health and safety and some changes to



logistics around the site.  Just a reminder that we will be closed on Friday 3rd April to allow us to move into the temporary
accommodation.

Congratulations to all the students who feature in this newsletter.  It is truly amazing to see so many talented students and
the vast array of activities that are undertaken.

Have a fantastic Christmas, enjoy the time spent with those close to you. We look forward to
welcoming the students back on the 6th of January, well-rested and ready for a new term.

Merry Christmas!

Welcome to the Governor section of the newsletter.

The Governors are collectively responsible for the strategic leadership of Edgbarrow School and work closely with the
Head Teacher and his Senior Leadership Team to ensure the level of educational provision is high and challenging.  We are
involved in monitoring the performance of the School and are committed to supporting Edgbarrow to maintain and
improve on its outstanding reputation.

I ended my part of July’s Newsletter wishing Years 11 and 13 success in their exams and am delighted to
congratulate the staff and students for delivering yet another remarkable performance despite the
challenging new curriculum changes and the confusing transition from letters to numbers.

�� , 82% of students achieved Grade 4 or above in English and maths.
�� , 98% of students passed their exams with 55% achieving A*-B grades

These figures are outstanding and pay testament to the hard work and perseverance of our students as well as the
continuing excellence from the teaching and support staff.

It is usual to have a turnover of governors as it adds freshness and new ideas to the team. But of course, the downside is
we have to say goodbye to cherished members. One of our longest-serving governors, Cliff Thompson, who has been a
governor for 22 years, has decided to step down. Also, Lucy Stockwell, with 5 years of tireless support has decided to
relinquish her position as a co-opted governor. We wish them both well and thank them for their efforts.
Our recruitment campaign to replace them (as well as two other places) has resulted in 10 candidates putting themselves
forward. This is it itself is remarkable and shows the level of interest in supporting Edgbarrow is high. The four new
governors will be selected based on their ability to bring new skills to, and strengthen, the existing governing body. This is
a particularly challenging period for Edgbarrow as we adjust to the academy principles as part of the Corvus Learning Trust
and also prepare for an anticipated OFSTED inspection. We have enjoyed our Outstanding position for many years and it
is important for the governors to support the Head trying to maintain this.
To add further depth to the team we have added Associate Members whose roles are to bring specific expertise as the
exciting new building gets underway. These are Mr Paul Pemberton and Mr Stuart Cook.

Finally, as the cold weather takes its hold let us look forward to the Christmas break and hope we all return in the New
Year reinvigorated ready to take on the challenges of 2020.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from your governing body! 



Head of Year :  E McClatchie

Year 7 News
A very warm welcome to Edgbarrow School.

It has been an absolute pleasure to see and work with Year 7 as they have settled into life at Edgbarrow.  Over the past three
months, we have already seen them mature and grow as individuals and as a group. Whilst we are supporting the students,
we have been guiding them in developing their resilience and independence.  They have embraced all the challenges that
starting at Secondary School has thrown at them and it is such a pleasure to see their happy faces around the school.

I have been delighted with the excellent start that the students as a whole have made as they embark on their secondary
school career.  They have very quickly settled into the routine and I am pleased that they are working so hard in lessons,
making lots of new friends and are fully involving themselves with school life.  I am pleased to say that the students are fully
embracing the positive learning routines we have at school and making full use of learning time in lessons. I am regularly
stopped or emailed by staff who want to tell me how much they enjoy teaching Year 7.

Earlier this term each tutor group spent half a day at Oakwood doing team-building
activities, an experience which they whole-heartedly embraced and had a fantastic
time.  We also went on the geography trip to the Natural History Museum and had
a really informative and interactive day learning about volcanoes and earthquakes and
they were a credit to the school.  We also had an author AF Harrold come in to speak
to the Year 7s; he thoroughly entertained the students and commented on what a
delightful group they were.

They have fully engaged with interform competitions from the very competitive weekly quiz to sports
competitions, including netball, hockey and cross country.  I was so impressed to see many Year 7 pupils getting
involved and the excellent manner in which they conducted themselves. We have also had an interform quiz
with 7U in a tie-breaker with 7S.  They got the honour of looking after the year group mascot (a giant yellow
bath duck) over the Christmas holidays. I look forward to hearing all about his Christmas adventures.

The tutors and I are continually encouraging the Year 7 pupils to make the most of any opportunities whilst they are with us
and I am delighted that so many are doing this.  Many have nominated themselves for positions of responsibility as Form reps
and School Council reps, and I have been impressed by how seriously they are taking their roles.  They are also busy collecting
EDGpoints and so many of them have joined a wide range of extra-curricular clubs from hockey to rugby to sign language.
There have also been a number of sports teams playing in matches or competitions and doing very well in these.  I would like
to make a special mention of the Year 7 netball team, who made me extremely proud when they won the South East
Berkshire netball tournament! There are many clubs running either at lunchtime or after school which the pupils can involve
themselves in and I would urge you to encourage your child to become involved if they have not done so already. It is a
fantastic way to make new friends and truly enjoy school.

It was a pleasure to attend this year's school production ‘Sister Act’.  It was great to see many Year 7s involved in what was a
wonderful show.

As I write this piece Christmas is fast approaching and it officially arrives at Edgbarrow when the Year 7s organise stalls for
the PTA Christmas Shopping Evening!  The Year 7s have worked together as tutor groups and came up with their games
themselves.  It was a fun-filled evening and I was pleased to see so many pupils and parents at the event.  Many thanks to
everyone who came along to support.  We were able to raise a lot of money for the PTA.

It was a pleasure for us to meet so many of you at our Meet the Tutor evening and I hope that you found it useful.  The Year
7s will receive a grade report at the end of February which will allow you to see how they are performing in each of their
subjects.  If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact us.  Our Parents’ Evening for Year 7 is on
26th March 2020 which will allow you to meet with your child’s subject teachers. I would also like to pass on my thanks to the
tutors who have supported the students with such dedication and showing such care for every single student in their tutor
group and they have all worked tirelessly to help the students settle in and have a friendly face at school every day.

As our Year 11s leave us each year, they always say that they never appreciated enough
how brilliant their time at school was.  I encourage each and every one of our Year 7s
to continue to relish each opportunity and make the most of every single minute.

We wish you and your families a very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  The
Year 7s have definitely earned a rest over the holidays and we look forward to a busy
and successful Spring Term.  



The Sports Complex continues to generate income for the school with long term and ad hoc bookings.
It’s great to see that we are continuing to strengthen our links with the local community who are using both
the Sports Complex and the school facilities for a whole range of activities and events:

● Pinewood Football Club uses the school pitches weekly for their league matches.  As well as generating income for
the school, Pinewood kindly provide maintenance to the pitches.

● Each term the school hall is used by NHS Blood Donation (this can be booked via www.blood.co.uk);
● The Sixth Form Centre is used every Sunday by the Vineyard Church
● The District Cubs made use of our extensive grounds for St Georges Day
● iCAB returned to hold their annual yoga retreat in the school hall for over 80 people

We’ve held numerous tournaments, charity events and birthday parties; we were delighted to have also had our first
wedding at Edgbarrow in the school hall this summer – it was amazing to see how a school hall can be transformed into a
beautiful wedding venue.

We have some space available in the main sports hall, a small hall and the dance studio in the evenings.  If you are looking
to hire hall space for a regular weekly session then please get in touch to discuss further.

If you are looking to play badminton, basketball, indoor football, netball or maybe tennis then we have slots available for
ad hoc bookings.

If you have an event coming up – birthday parties, competitions or
tournaments we offer very competitive rates so please do get in
touch.

For a comprehensive list of activities/sports available with the provider's timings, contact information and booking form link
select this ..

Please contact Vicky Rice our Letting Manager on 01344 467653 or e-mail lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk, and we will
be happy to help you.

Geography took the Year 7 students to the Natural History museum for a fun and informative day of Awe and Wonder.
The students explored the world of tectonics learning all about how volcanoes work and their unpredictability as well
experiencing a “real” earthquake on the earthquake simulator. The students were also lucky enough to take part in an
interactive session on tectonics run by the staff at the NHM.

www.blood.co.uk
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Sports-Complex/Hirers-at-Edgbarrow-Sports-Complex-Dec-2019.pdf
lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Year 8 News
Head of Year :  R Dangerfeld

Wow-what a busy first term we have had! It only feels like yesterday that I took over this year group at the start of September.
Since then Year 8 have completed the sponsored walk, run stalls at the Christmas fair, been to several sports tournaments,
been part of the drama production and even completed their work experience as a runner with reception.  So many of the
students have not only worked hard in lessons but have also taken every opportunity to be part of these whole school
initiatives which I am so pleased about and which was one of the main aims for the year.

I regularly try to go into lessons each week to see how the students are getting on and I have been blown away by some of
the work produced. I have seen some excellent science experiments, some amazing maths and some very informative
discussions in history. On the whole, the students are always well prepared and focused and I hope this will continue into the
New Year. The challenge is for those students who perhaps let their standards slip in regards to homework, uniform and

equipment is to make sure they come back in January fully prepared.

As mentioned above the Year 8s fully embraced the task of running stalls for the Christmas shopping
evening. We had every tutor group run a different stall and create a game in order to raise money
for the PTA.  A special mention has to go to Oliver Reaney and Lilian Scarr who ran their own
‘mocktail’ stall and even created their very own menu. Perhaps entrepreneurs for the future!  A big
thank you also needs to go to all the Year 8 tutors who gave up their time to help plan, organise and
run the event with their tutees. They even went to the effort of dressing up!

Many of the students have also showcased their talents in sport and drama. The production this year was ‘Sister Act’ and we
have had a couple of Year 8 students play major parts and practise tirelessly in the run-up to the shows.
The Year 8 rugby team have also had great success under the leadership of Mr Woolman and over 25 boys have represented
the school in several matches and tournaments. One of the highlights was the team hosting a tournament at Edgbarrow and
then winning all 3 games they were involved in. Such a fantastic achievement and let’s hope all those boys carry it on into Year
9 and more and more of the students get involved in all the sports teams and drama productions in the future.

As we break up for Christmas I would like the students to take away the message to continue to work hard in lessons, make
sure they are fully prepared and carry on embracing the extra-curricular activities.
We will be facing some challenges over the next couple of terms including the start of the new build which will impact the
Year 8 area and a possible visit from Ofsted. I know that the Year 8s are more than capable of showing the maturity and
resilience to deal with these challenges but we must all make sure that we help support
each other where possible. We also have our Year 8 parents’ evening coming up in
February and I look forward to meeting many of you to discuss the progress of your
son/daughter.

Until then I hope you all have a restful and happy Christmas and look forward to working
with you all in the New Year.

Congratulations to the students whose work was published for their Mission
Contamination short stories.

In November, 21 Year 10 students visited Oxford
University. The students spent the day in Brasenose
College, gaining an understanding of the university
experience. Their behaviour was impeccable and we

were so proud of how they embraced this new experience.



#MomentofMadness

The beginning of September marked a busy time for the performing arts
department. On 6th September Lucie Bollands, Sophie Mitchell-Dwelly and
Arianne Zabala, in Year 13, joined me for a moment of madness… per-
forming in a full musical in just 24 hours! We all met up at Camberley
theatre at 7 pm on a Friday to find out what musical we would be
performing in and were excited to find out it was the ! We
only had 24 hours to learn scripts, songs, choreography and blocking
to then perform in front of an audience on Saturday 7th September.

A huge well done to all three of you – proud is an understatement! Your
enthusiasm, talent, energy (and chocolate!) kept me sane throughout the
night and it was a pleasure performing on the stage with you!

Our school council have had a busy first term back at school, having run two charity events, one of which was a tennis
tournament to raise money for the Sadie Bristow Foundation. This foundation raises money to increase allergy awareness
and sports participation in schools. Our tennis tournament was a success, with teams across the year groups coming to play.
We raised a lot of money for the charity through this tournament (about £45 to add to the money we raised for the charity
last academic year), as well as increasing sports participation in schools (as one of their aims states), and having a lot of fun!

Our second charity event this term was the non-school uniform day that we organised. Everyone came into school wearing
something yellow for World Mental-Health Day, and we managed to raise £1200 for people of our own age; we are very
pleased with this!

The Council has had two meetings together already this academic year, as well as attending a Pastoral Meeting and having
a meeting with the Sixth Form Student Leadership Team, and we are looking forward to actioning more of our ideas: for
example, we are now hoping to run our annual Christmas Quiz for the year seven and eight students on the last day of term.

By Lucy Loades and Theo Brooks, Year 11 Representatives



Absence Reporting
In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before 8.30am ON EACH DAY OF
ABSENCE if a student is going to be away.  If your child has a medical appointment that interrupts their school day, please
ensure that we are made aware of this also.

The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the
telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff. The telephone
number is:  01344 467675, alternatively, please email the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk) on each day of absence.

If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system contact will be made with home.

If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The school
does have fully qualified First Aiders who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made with
the parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital, but
treatment cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent.  We respectfully ask that if your child has a minor ailment (e.g.
cold or cough) that they attempt a day in school.  Our school First Aid team will make contact with you to arrange for you
to collect your child if they feel that he/she is not well enough to be in school.  Alternatively, quiet spaces can be provided
for your child to work in.

Permission will not be given for family holidays during term time.  Any request for Leave of Absence should be made using
the form on our website, (Leave of Absence Request Form) which is also available from Reception.  Any absence during term
time has a detrimental effect on learning and social interactions.  Students with poor attendance may be invited to an
Attendance Action Plan meeting or be required to provide medical evidence for any absence or appointment, in consultation
with the Education Welfare Service

It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.

Minutes late
per day

Equates to days of
teaching lost in

ONE year

Which equals this
number of lessons

missed
5 mins 3½ Days 17 Lessons

10 mins 7 Days 35 Lessons

15 mins 10½ Days 52 Lessons

20 mins 14 Days 70 Lessons

30 mins 21 Days 104 Lessons

Attendance Matters

Attendance
during ONE
school year

Equates to days
absent

Which is
approximately

Which means
the number of
lessons missed

94% 10 Days 2 Weeks 50 Lessons

90% 19 Days 4 Weeks 100 Lessons

85% 29 Days 6 Weeks 150 Lessons

80% 38 Days 8 Weeks 200 Lessons

75% 48 Days 10 Weeks 250 Lessons

70% 57 Days 11½ Weeks 290 Lessons

65% 67 Days 13½ Weeks 340 Lessons

Greater than 95% Attendance 77% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 95%

Less than 90% Attendance 43% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 90%

Less than 80% Attendance 32% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 80%

Source: Department of Education

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Parents/Useful-Information/Forms/Files/Leave-of-Absence-2017.pdf
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Parents/Useful-Information/Forms/Files/Leave-of-Absence-2017.pdf


Year 9 News
Head of Year :  L West

Christmas is nearly upon us and we are almost at the end of our first term in Year 9. It has been a long term and I
have been impressed with the way that the students have risen to the challenges of their final year in the Key Stage
3 curriculum.  They have taken some assessments during December and I was pleased to see the maturity with
which the majority of them approached their revision and preparation for these pieces of work.

We have recently started the Options process and have asked students to start thinking about the types of subjects
that they may like to study in Year 10 and Year 11.  This process will continue into the Spring term and will involve
Option information evenings, Parents Evenings and the opportunity for students to have taster lessons in some of
the subjects that they have not been exposed to yet. The tutors and I will be discussing the Options with individual
students and discussing choices that are appropriate for them to ensure success in Year 11.  This is an important
time for the students and I would urge you to attend as many of the events that you can to ensure that you have
the relevant information to support your child when they make these decisions. Please make sure you have these
dates in your diaries and check the website for updates.  I look forward to working with you and your child as they
decide on their Options.

I was lucky enough to watch the History Theatre production of World War One with Year 9, on the 100th

anniversary of the first Remembrance Day. The whole year group behaved impeccably and I hope got a lot from
this creative and emotional experience. The students were not only a credit to the school but also to themselves
and we received many comments from the actors about how impressed they were with the students.  It was a
pleasure to spend that time with the students and they have made me very proud to be their Head of Year. In the
New Year, I know we have a RE trip to the Jewish Holocaust Museum. It will be a very informative and emotionally
challenging trip and I would encourage as many of our students to go, to have the privilege of speaking to a survivor
and their family. This experience will stay with them for a long time after.  We also have the Barcelona Sports Tour
in May and Disney in July, so please make sure you check emails for updates about these trips.

As the term ends I am looking forward to the school performance “Sister Act”
especially as there are a lot of Year 9 students involved at all levels from backstage to
performing.  We will also be celebrating their successes during the term with our
celebration assembly.  Many of the students have achieved a number of Edgpoints and
they will be congratulated on these successes in the assembly.  The students are now
able to ‘spend’ their Edgpoints in our online Edgshop and I ask that you speak to your
child about this and encourage them to cash in some of their well-earned points. One

of my highlights last year was taking tea with Mr Johnson and a select group of my year group, to chat about the
summer holidays.

My thanks go to the wonderful team of Year 9 Tutors and other teachers who work with the year group. Thank
you for your hard work and support with the students.  I would particularly like to express my thanks to Mr
Johnson who is my Deputy and invaluable help to the running of the year group and Mrs Gascoigne, our SLT Link
this year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support.  I wish you and your families a
wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year and look forward to working closely with you in 2020.  Merry Christmas!

www.edgbarrowschool.co.ukEdgbarrow School - Official@EdgbarrowSchool @edgbarrowofficial

www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk
https://twitter.com/
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://twitter.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://twitter.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.instagram.com/edgbarrowofficial/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/edgbarrowofficial/?hl=en


It’s nearly Christmas and time for a summary of the PTA achievements and commitments in terms of fundraising and
spending for this term and the year ahead.

As I write, we are counting the takings from a very enjoyable 
on 28th November. Thank you to all the helpers, stall holders and staff who made the event
possible, and to all the parents and students who visited and bought some of the many
excellent gifts on offer… plus there were over 40 winners from the raffle (who have all been
contacted). 

In another fundraising event, we have pretty much finished collecting
donations from the with collected so far, a great result and one of the
PTA’s most important fundraising events.

In terms of outgoings, we have pre-approved  for this school year. This covers over 14 different
donations to the school, for a wide range of activities and items, including the Minibus Hire, Lower School Celebration
Evening, Careers Evening Catering, Young Enterprise Scheme and many more.

PTA support goes beyond fundraising, as we are helping the school with the organisation of the  next
March (if you work for a company that is interested in attending do email the PTA address – we have free spaces available).
We really want to show our students an exciting & diverse range of career opportunities.
In addition, we will be providing refreshments for the  (we are now using an online
volunteering rota that makes it easy to sign up to help at events – watch out for upcoming events on the school site and
social media).

At this time of year, many of us are shopping online, and Edgbarrow PTA is now a member of the 
 – if you shop on Amazon, make sure you do so via their www.smile.amazon.co.uk site as opposed to the

usual Amazon site. Select “Edgbarrow School Parent Teacher Association” as your charity of choice, and 0.5% of eligible
purchases will be donated by Amazon to the PTA. There is NO COST to you for this, and the Amazon site works exactly
as usual – so you just shop as normal. You can also set it up to work on your Amazon Mobile app.
In their words “AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Support your
charitable organisation by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.co.uk”

Remember the PTA can also receive shopping rewards via www.easyfundraising.org.uk and www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
so when you’re getting those Christmas gifts – remember the PTA too!

Soon it will be 2020 and our thoughts are on the Spring term, lighter evenings and of course the commencement of work
on the new building! As you may know, the building itself is funded by the DFE, but the school are responsible for all
furniture, equipment and IT. No one wants to see old, tired or outdated equipment having to be transferred to the new
facility.

Mr Matthews has asked the PTA to work with parents and the local community
to raise which will help equip the sparkling new building with new
fixtures and fittings – and make it a fantastic place for the students to learn.

A   page has been created www.justgiving.com/campaign/furnishourbuild.  The PTA will regularly
transfer some of our funds towards this, while other money raised will continue to go towards immediate requests for
school priorities. If you’d like to sponsor or donate equipment to the new build, have contacts in industry or ideas about
new fundraising initiatives, please contact us at pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

 Do you work for Microsoft, BP, Barclays, BT, CO-OP, HSBC, O2, Shell… as these just a few of
the companies that offer Match Funding schemes. Numerous companies match charitable work or donations their
employees make. If you donate to the School (via JustGiving) or help in a PTA fundraising activity, just a short conversation
at work could more than DOUBLE the value at no cost to you. 

www.smile.amazon.co.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about-us/the-school/block-replacement-building-project/
www.justgiving.com/campaign/furnishourbuild
mailto:pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.
mailto:pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.
mailto:pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.
https://www.justgiving.com/edgbarrowschool


The next PTA meeting is on Tuesday 28th January at 7 pm at the Main School Reception. Every meeting is a great
opportunity to hear about the details of our children’ school, meet other parents and take part in entertaining events
while helping support the students.

Don’t forget, all events are posted on Edgbarrow School Official Facebook, Twitter, PTA page on the school website and
shared in the Edgbarrow group year FB pages.

We know that all of this could not be achieved without your support: parents, carers, friends, students and all the school
staff – thank you!

From myself, Richard Love (PTA Chair) and all on the PTA team, we wish you a very happy and enjoyable Christmas –
and we look forward to working together to help the school in the New Year!

Rosemary Smith & Co

SOLICITORS

Based in Crowthorne on the High Street (opposite Lidl) Rosemary Smith &

Co. solicitors provide a comprehensive range of legal services covering

divorce and related matters, co-habitation disputes, children act matters,

conveyancing (both commercial and residential) wills, probate, trusts,

lasting power of attorney, deputyship orders, business advice and employee

settlement agreements.  Whatever your legal requirements, get in touch

with us today.

Telephone: 01344 777441

E-mail: law@rosemarysmithandco.com

www.rosemarysmithandco.com

https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://twitter.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/parents/pta/
mailto:law@rosemarysmithandco.com
www.rosemarysmithandco.com


Year 10 News
Head of Year :  J Cooper

What a brilliant start Year 10 students have made to their KS4 studies.  I have had so many lovely messages from colleagues,
their subject teachers, about how much they are enjoying teaching Year 10 and the positive attitude and conscientious
approach that so many of the students are showing.  There is an increased workload in both the GCSE  core and options
subjects and I am delighted at the maturity shown by the students as they adapt to the demands of their courses.

I was pleased to see this positive start reflected in the grade reports for the vast majority of students and it was a pleasure
to be able to recognise this through the Celebration assemblies and our certificate presentations.

Different challenges come thick and fast for students at this stage of their schooling and not only in lesson time. Year 10 are
now providing prefects at lunchtime to support our staff on duty, providing help once a week, organising themselves and
ensuring they are on duty when and where needed. We are also providing peer mentors to help and support Year 7, in
morning registrations. All the students involved in this have undergone training after applying for the roles and whilst we
have not used all of our trained mentors so far more opportunities will arise as the year progresses. Thank you to all the
volunteers working on behalf of the school. Year 10 have also been joining in the wider school life, as school council
representatives, subject ambassadors, form reps and much more.  The skills that these students will develop through their
work will be invaluable throughout their life and provides great evidence when applying for sixth form, college and
employment.

PSHE continues to challenge students with relevant topics and after Christmas will begin to get students thinking about life
after exams and school and about the wider working environment. We already have a few students working with Business
Mentors and we have had a visit in assembly from the company Jacobs to talk about Degree or apprenticeship routes into
work.   This has highlighted to the students how important it is to have plenty to talk about on a CV and at interview.  Any
work experience or clubs that the students are involved with can really help when they are applying for jobs.

Year 10 have also played their part in the school production with many on the stage performing and off stage making sure it
all happens at the right time and that the audience can see and hear it. It is great to see the students making the most of these
fantastic opportunities.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone of the importance of good attendance and punctuality.  Students
who are absent must take responsibility for catching up on all missed work so that they do not disadvantage themselves in
future assessments.  Poor attendance has been shown to have a detrimental effect on achievement and life chances.  Simi-
larly, in preparation for the world of work we expect students to be on time to school and students who are late to school
will receive detentions with a senior teacher.

Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a very happy and peaceful Christmas and I look forward to working with
you all in the New Year.

On Monday 18th November, Alex Baker, who runs the Creative Writing Club
for Teens at Wokingham Library, visited a Y10 class to deliver a session on

.

Afterwards, Alex said: 



iDEA Award Programme
This term we introduced the  ( ). iDEA is a programme
that helps pupils develop digital, enterprise and employability skills. It is completely free of
charge. Through a series of online challenges, students can earn skill-based digital badges and
work towards industry-recognised awards that help them stand out from the crowd.
Through participating in iDEA, students develop their digital literacy; gain an understanding of
ICT & Computer Science topics such as Cyber Security, Coding, Computer Graphics; develop
their literacy; develop a basic knowledge of money management & different aspects of business;
and learn about topics that are particularly relevant to young people today such as Social Media
Ethics and Fake News.

As with the Duke of Edinburgh Award (offered to students separately), it is offered at Bronze, Silver and Gold level.
Certificates are issued from Buckingham Palace, with the Palace’s embossed seal. All students will also have a Record of
Achievement which documents the digital badges they have earned and the skills they have developed. Award certificates
will be presented by Heads of Year / SLT as they arrive.

At KS3 and KS4, students are assigned a number of relevant badges to complete as ICT & Computer Science homework
where relevant to their topic of study. We also encourage students to work independently towards their Bronze Award.
Badges can be completed online using a PC, laptop, tablet or smart phone.

We have been delighted with student participation and engagement so far, with over 750 students and staff signed up; over
6000 badges completed across the school equating to over 1200 hours being spent on iDEA so far; 54 Bronze Awards and
10 Silver Awards achieved to-date by both students and staff – plus lots more students well on their way to achieving an
Award! Congratulations to all participants, in particular our Award winners!

This term our Year 9s completed a unit of work whereby they learned about digital careers; brainstormed ideas for
apps that could improve their community and subsequently designed and prototyped those apps.

A number of Year 9 students have decided to work further on their ideas outside of lessons and are entering the
. This is a nationwide competition aimed at this age group with the opportunity the

win a Winners’ Experience Day @ Vodafone HQ plus up to £6000 of IT equipment for their school. We will also be
holding an Edgbarrow Competition for all those who enter the Vodafone Challenge.

Good luck to all our Year 9 students currently preparing their submissions!

IT and Computer Science Department



Wednesday 11th, Thursday 12th and Friday 13th saw our very own production based on the iconic movie: .

The  cast performed to sell-out audiences and demonstrated incredible dedication, energy and talent, with
rehearsals beginning in September – what an amazing show you have all managed to produce in 10 weeks!

This was a particularly special show for many of our Year 13 performers and technical crew as  marks their
last main school production here at Edgbarrow School.  Will Barker, Lucie Bollands, Sebbie Collins, Katie Cox, Kayla
Grobler, Joe Hannay, Tom Kidd, Sophie Mitchell-Dwelly, Ezekiel Padilla, Georgia Sherman, Harry Stanners and
Arianne Zabala, we send you our very best wishes and thank you for all your hard work and enthusiasm throughout
the years!

A huge well done and thank you go to the whole cast and crew as well as Mrs Evens, Mrs Blazer, Miss Carr, Mr Oliver,
Miss Piggott, Mrs Owens, Mr Fayers, Mr Portnow, Mr Flower and Mr Evans. And finally, all staff and parents/carers
who made this production possible!

Raise your voice! Lift it up to heaven! Raise your voice! Come on, don’t be shy! If you feel it, why conceal it? Let your
soul rejoice! Raise the stakes! Raise your game! Raise your voice!

We hope you have a Merry Christmas from the cast of 

Mrs McAdam �



As reported in our July newsletter Edgbarrow School is a
member of the Thames Valley Berkshire Careers Hub.  We
have been working with the Careers and Enterprise compa-
ny for about three years now to enrich and develop our
existing Careers Programme.  Further information about
the Hub and the Careers and Enterprise Company can be
found via the following link.
https://www.careersandenterprise.co.
uk/partnerships/thames-valley-
berkshire-local-enterprise-partners-
hiplep

Edgbarrow School currently holds the ‘Investor in Careers’
Quality in Careers Standard and we will shortly be com-
mencing the reassessment process.  We have held this
award for around 10 years now.  The Department for
Education (DfE) guidance states that all schools should aim
to meet the Gatsby Foundation Benchmarks of ‘Good Ca-
reers Guidance’ by the end of 2020, therefore holding this
award which is mapped against the Gatsby Benchmarks is a
great indicator that the Edgbarrow Careers Programme is
meeting the needs of all our students.   If you would like
further information about the statutory guidance or the
Investor in Careers standard or work for companies that
might be able to support our Careers Programme, please
email karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Year 9 students were offered the opportunity to participate
in the recent STEM careers fair at the Royal Military Acade-
my, Sandhurst. The trip was offered to the whole year
group and was extremely popular.  Names were drawn out
of a hat and 30 students along with 3 members of staff
attended.  Students participated in a group workshop as
well as having an opportunity to visit a number of employers

during the day.  The weath-
er was kind to us, but all the
students who attended had
a great time. Four of the
students won a stem relat-
ed competition from the
University of Lincoln and
received a lovely goodie bag
from them.

In November we held a number of careers themed assem-
blies.     The Year 9 theme was ‘Careers in the NHS’ with a
representative from the Royal Berkshire NHS Trust; Year
10 had an assembly on the Future of Engineering from
Jacobs and Year 11 attended an ASK assembly about Ap-

prenticeships.   Year 7 and 8 will have careers themed assem-
blies next term.   All of the presentations are available on the
school website in the Careers and Work-Related Learning
Area.
We will also be holding a further week of assemblies WC 2nd

March 2020, to coincide with National Careers Week and our
annual careers convention.
If anyone works for a company who might be interested in
delivering a sector-specific assembly please do get in touch
with the careers department via email,
karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

We have recently held a careers event specifically for Year 9
students.  Each tutor group spent an hour meeting with a
number of employers.  Students were provided with an infor-
mation sheet beforehand detailing the volunteers available as
well as a list of questions to help them prepare in advance for
this opportunity.   Sectors represented included STEM, Agri-
culture, Animal Care, Hair & Beauty, IT, Heritage, Property,

Construction and
Trades.   This is the
first time we have de-
livered this event,
feedback from the
volunteers and stu-
dents has been very
positive and we are
planning to hold more

of these types of events in the future.  Again if any parent/carer
works for a company who might be able to support future
events please do get in touch.

I am pleased to inform you that we are continuing to offer
students the opportunity to meet with an impartial careers
advisor in school. This will either be on a one-to-one basis or
within-group workshops and will be focused primarily on Year
11 and Sixth Form students to support transitions.  Support
will also be available to identified students within other year
groups either via Adviza or through the Bracknell Forest
Careers Advisors. For more information on either of these
options please contact Karen Robinson.

https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/partnerships/thames-valley-berkshire-local-enterprise-partnership-lep
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On Tuesday 8th October we entered four young ladies into the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls which is a national event
encouraging girls to tackle advanced mathematical problems.  It is a 2.5 hour competition consisting of five challenging
problems, each requiring a full, written solution.  Our four young ladies were Issie Reeves, Ellie Killner, Olivia Atkins and Katie
Harris and all received a certificate of participation.  Issie missed out on a certificate of distinction by 1 mark!  Congratulations
to all the girls that took part in this challenging event.

On Tuesday 6th November all Year 12 and 13 Further Maths students took part in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge.  Gold,
Silver and Bronze Certificates were up for grabs and these were the lucky ones who managed to achieve the required scores.
This is a national competition with ‘problem-solving’ type questions set around many different areas of mathematics.

Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

James Nichols also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’.  On Friday 29th November, James Nichols and Adam Rook sat
the next round of the maths challenge.  I will let you know how they get on in the next issue.

In other maths challenge news, a team of four Further Maths students represented Edgbarrow in the Senior Team Challenge
heat held in Woking on Tuesday 12th November.  The team consisted of Olivia Atkins, George Billyard, Adam Rook and Issie
Reeves.  Our team managed to gain 10th place out of the 19 schools attending.  A good time was had by all and the maths
department would like to thank the students for giving up their time to represent Edgbarrow at this National event.

The maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities so far this year
and congratulate those that have received certificates.

Well done!

Ellie Killner
Max Bridport
Matthew Haskett
Thomas Opalka
Vanya Savochkin

Olivia Atkins
Caleb Trainer
Alex Crotaz
George Billyard
Adam Proctor-Lowe
Struan Hancock

Jack Jolliffe
Aradhana Plummer
Sam Goddard
Issie Reeves
Kagan Taylor
Philopateer Hanna
Daniel Barnett
Yalmaz Zeeshan
Will Vizer-Allen

Marcus Abrio
Katie Harris



Edgbarrow School were offered 10 free places for pupils from the school
to attend the Children’s Literature Festival at Eagle House School, Sand-
hurst, on Friday 13th September. This exciting event gave pupils the
opportunity to hear well-known authors speak about their work.  Pupils
enjoyed an hour session presented by Simon Mole, who is a poet and
performance artist.

We’d like to say Thank You to all of
the parents who have donated
books to the library this term,
whether that be donations of your

child’s no longer needed books or through our Birthday
Book Scheme.
The Birthday Book scheme is ongoing so please don’t
forget us, we’d appreciate anything you could donate.  All
you have to do is click the link to our Amazon wish list and
choose which book you’d like to donate and the rest is
done for you.  The book will be delivered straight to school
(it will say Mrs T Britton as the delivery address) and if you
make sure you put a note on the order with your child’s
name, class, birth date we can attach a bookplate to the
book when it is delivered to school in recognition of your
donation.

The Library was pleased to be able to host the author and poet A.F. Harrold at the school on
Wednesday 13th November.  A.F Harrold, who has written quite a range of books for children and
young teenagers, gave a talk to all Year 7 pupils on that day He was a very enthusiastic author who we
are sure enthused the students and hopefully encouraged their enjoyment of reading. We would also
like to say a huge thank you to the PTA who made this visit possible.
In addition, at lunchtime, he was in the library to sign books.   We would especially
recommend  but you may
already be aware of his  series as well which is a lot of fun!  All
should be easily available online or in bookshops.

The library hosted an-
other Scholastic Book
Fair in November. We
had half price books,

stationery and posters for sale in the library at
lunchtimes and we also took them over for the
School Christmas Shopping Evening on Thursday
28th November which was a great success. It was
so nice to see students and parents excited about
buying books and it helped us reach our commis-
sion target so we
can now buy some
more new books
for the library as
well.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3R5X6E5L37V67?&sort=defau


Year 11
Head of Year : M Jackson

I am writing this article after spending the registration times today helping and supporting in the Sixth Form along with the
Tutors for Sixth Form taster day. What a wonderful sight to see all of the year group engaging and enjoying exploring the next
stage of their education. They were a credit to themselves, you as parents and to the school. The day was a great success and
I hope it has helped many in planning what they want to do next.

We have finally made it to the end of an extremely long and busy term (the longest I can remember) and  I have been so
impressed and proud of how Year 11 have tackled all the challenges this first term has brought them!
As I visit lessons I have been delighted with the attitude and effort all pupils are making and the positive things their teachers
have to say about them. It is this hard-working, positive approach which will enable them to fulfil their potential in the summer.

Year 11 conducted themselves extremely admirably during the mock exams and I hope their hard work before is reflected in
their results.  However, the most important part about mocks is that we learn from them. We are holding an assembly in
school when they will receive their mock exam results when we are trying to recreate what the results day will be like in the
summer. For many it will be a confirmation of their continued good work, for some, it may be a sign that they need to do
more. For all, it is vital that students listen carefully to feedback from staff and take on board advice given. Year 11 will get
their next grade report just before the end of the term, which will give you an indication of how they are progressing towards
their target grades.  We will be revisiting work on revision skills and time management at the start of next term to help the
students plan their preparation for the summer exams.

We are delighted that so many of the students have applied to Edgbarrow Sixth Form or other sixth forms or colleges in the
local area.  We are very impressed by how seriously students are taking these applications and decisions.  We await their
invites to interviews and look forward to the students receiving some sixth form offers in the New Year.

Amazingly a large number of students have also managed to stay involved in the wider side of school life. The Year 11 school
council members are still leading the rest of the school, in running campaigns, projects and charity work.  A variety of sports
teams, netball, rugby, hockey and badminton to name but a few, have been very successful again this year.    I was delighted
to see so many Year 11s in the fantastic ‘Sister Act’ production.  Their talents shone through and made for an excellent and
enjoyable evening.  Well done to all who took part.

This term is also when we start to do things for the last time as a year group!  The sponsored walk was a great success, with
many Year 11s choosing to run and the rest walking happily with their friends. As always they raised a large amount of money
for the school.

With fundraising in mind, a group of our female students have got together and started fundraising for the end of year Prom,
it is great to work with students on this and see the mobilised strength of the year group working for the good of all with a
project very dear to their hearts. Some of the hard work and enterprise shown is worthy of Mr Sugar’s “Apprentice.”

This week I look forward to celebrating the success of the year group in both celebration and Christmas assemblies.  It doesn’t
seem possible we have made it to our final one!

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.  I hope that Year 11 enjoy
their well-earned rest over the holidays and return refreshed and ready for all the challenges next year will bring for them.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or the tutors next term if you have any concerns.  Together we can help them to fulfil
their potential in the summer.



Sixth Form
Head of Year :  T Evans

This term has been very eventful for both the Student Leadership Team and the Sixth Form as a whole. We welcomed the
new Year 12 intake in September, and whilst the atrium is definitely fuller than before, we can truthfully say that they have
fully integrated into Sixth Form – their presence is normal now!

On the 20th September, the Student Leadership Team ran the tuck shop for the sponsored walk,
and raised huge amounts to put towards their funds for Sixth Form events. The team had a lot
of fun and really enjoyed participating in such an important event for Edgbarrow.

Over this term, the Student Leadership Team has participated in multiple tours and information
evenings for prospective students, with the most important one being the Sixth Form Open
Evening on 14th November 2019. The members of the Sixth Form Head Team and the Student Team performed the task of
speaking in front of hundreds of parents and potential Sixth Formers and the evening was ultimately very successful due to
the work of both Sixth Form Teams, staff, and the student helpers.
As well as this, recently the Student Team fulfilled one of our fundamental aims of developing the social and political awareness
in Sixth Form; holding a Mock Election which over half of the Sixth Form students took part in. This was a brilliant opportunity
for students to not only learn more about the parties campaigning but also experience what an actual election may be like. As
a team we have also held events to further the relationship between Year 12 and 13, most notably with our Quiz Night and
the upcoming Sixth Form Christmas Movie Night (18th December).

Our Senior Leaders, Jess Pandya and Struan Hancock, also had the honour of attending a Wellington College conference for
Head Boys/Girls across the country. They discussed ideas with other students also in their position, providing advice to other
schools, and learning about potential ideas and structures that could also improve Edgbarrow, which we are hoping to
introduce after the holidays.

As a team we look forward to what the new term will bring us, and we hope to continue our work as effectively as we have
already. On behalf of us all, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

In its maiden year, the Edgbarrow and Ranelagh partnership has been very successful. As a newly formed team, we started
in the bottom division of the Super8s competition. A competition boasting some very strong Private School teams.

There was very little time to get the team together to train before the first match other
than a team meeting which took place at Ranelagh to decide on the team.  The first test
was a triangular tournament between Reddam House, Halliford and ourselves. We won
one game and marginally missed out to Reddam by 1 try.The second match saw us
convincing winners against Halliford running out to 48-0, with Harry Stanners scoring 4
tries in the match, and the Edgbarrow boys picking up the rest.
The next match was away to Reddam House, this was to be the most challenging in the
league as Reddam were the current holders. In a tightly contested match, it was 14-14 at
half time. We then went into the second half on top form and the match finished 26-14
to Edgbarrow/Ranelagh.
The boys were given a tough challenge in playing Reading boys 1st XV, this proved too far
a challenge although playing well showed that organisation is key. The boys narrowly lost
but could be very proud of their performance.

A particular highlight would be winning against Bluecoat 2nd XV running 4 tries in the first half.
Second half was more challenging without us scoring, but our defensive display was very strong.
The season ended on high, winning the playoff against Reddam House with a particularly low
score of 10-5 but still a very tactical and strong performance from the boys.
Harry Stanners could be singled out for his performances, scoring close to double figures in tries
this season. We look forward to the Year 12s stepping up and the new group of Sixth Formers
stepping in.



PE Department

I have been delighted with a large
number of girls who have been
involved in Year 7 Netball this
year. Their energy and enthusiasm
have been fantastic and their com-
mitment to training has enabled us
to develop an excellent squad of
players. The girls have won all bar
one of their league fixtures this
season and it has been great to see

so many girls representing the school in these games. The A
team were extremely successful in the South East Berkshire
tournament this year, winning the cup! It was an absolute
pleasure taking the girls to this tournament on an extremely
cold November evening. The standard of their Netball was
exceptional and they fully deserved their victory. I have been
delighted to run the Year 7 Netball team this year and as their
HOY it has been a wonderful opportunity to really start to get
to know some of the girls. I really look forward to working
with them again next season, where I am sure will build upon
this year’s successes.

We have had more girls at training this year, which has been
great fun. The girls have improved on their midcourt play and
defence. They are pretty formidable when they want to turn
over the ball.
They have had some tough games, yet I am impressed by how
positive they are always and by their resilience and determina-
tion. They have had some frustrating games with narrow
defeats. Lizzie Allen, Iona Hancock and Remi Smith work hard
in the defending D and are a formidable defence unit. Midcourt
Erin Ackroyd, Jeanie Botha and Lily Lewis control the pace of
the game well with great supporting passes from Emily Rob-
ertson and Eloise McCormick. Lily Manners and Dionne Mon-
tana work well as shooting duo.
Well done on this season girls, and best of luck with the rest of
your games.

This year the girls have played at a ridiculously high level. They
are unbeaten in the league and won the Plate in the South East
Berkshire Tournament. It is not often you see this type of
high-class netball at school level. Congratulations to Elisha Lee,
Pheobe Toublic and April Palmer who all received their first
Player of the Match this season, with Holly Fowler picking up
2. The amazing personalities and drive from these ladies are
inspiring, and I always look forward to taking their fixtures.
The chasing of the squad and ensuring we have a team on the

day that all know what time and where we need to be is all
down to the queen of organisation, Molly Brookes. Thank
you so much, Molly, for all your help and I literally couldn’t
do it without you!
Next term it’s time for Indoor Cricket, so let’s see lots of
you at this lovely indoor event, especially as the cold creeps
in. Have a lovely holiday.

This season has been a mixed bag for the Year 10s and 11s
with a few fixtures being cancelled due to the weather, and
sadly SE Berks being cancelled for the Year 11s. However,
this has not affected just how much time and dedication the
girls have put into training and the matches that did go ahead.
For the Year 10s, the highlight of the season was undoubted-
ly winning the SE Berks Netball Tournament, frequented by
most of the private schools in the area. This tournament has
always been tough but not only did the team walkabout with
1st place but they won every single game in the run-up to the
final. Their perseverance, teamwork and dedication to net-
ball really paid off. Fingers crossed for next year too!
For Year 11, their tournament was sadly cancelled due to
weather, and the organisers were unable to find another
date to suit. However, the girls still had plenty of fixtures at
home and away, that they played. Our first being away at
Brakenhale where the girls secured an easy victory, and the
most recent game against Ranelagh where they drew 13 all.
This was the last season for the girls at Edgbarrow and I just
want to say a huge thank you for all your hard work, and
keeping me entertained and on my toes. Special thanks to
Maddie Crofts, Izzie Warner, Meg Goddard, Katie Turton,
Ella-Rose Harris, Summa Hammond, Lauren Wakeman and
Lucy Loades.

The girls' hockey club has gradually grown this year and it has
been wonderful to not only see the girls skills develop but
also their friendships flourish. The older girls have been a
great support and role models the younger girls. So far we
have had one game against LVS and although narrowly de-
feated I am positive that this team will be successful. Stand
out players in those games were Keira Jackson, Emily Croll,
 Rosie Chapman and Emily Riles. There are more games
planned for the new year. Best of luck girls and I look
forward to hearing about your success.

The first tournament that the Year 7s played in was the
home tournament hosted here at Edgbarrow. With over 25

We have seen over 600 students attend extracurricular clubs with lots of new sports on offer including Boxing, Parkour and
U18s rugby.



Navy and Edgbarrow Sky. The navy team crept in as winners
with some brilliant rugby.
The tournament was played as tag rugby for the first one to
ensure the boys understood the concepts of rugby and will
then be prepared to
move to contact rug-
by; the player of the
tournament was Bai-
ley Welsh.
The boys' second
tournament was at
Sandhurst where the
contact started. The
boys won 3 out of
their 4 games and played some excellent rugby.
The Bracknell tournaments finished at Brakenhale and again
the boys were outstanding, winning all of their games.
The season finished with a group of boys heading over to
Reading Bluecoat’s Berkshire Rugby Festival. The boys were
grouped with a difficult group and did well with 1 win, 1
draw and a loss. The boys learned a lot from these more
difficult opposition teams. The afternoon faired better with
the boys winning all three games. Will Shefford and Qasim
Rubbani bagging 7 tries each over the day.
The boys were amazing this term and a pleasure to work
with, I look forward to next year.  

Year 8 rugby has been a great success this year, a fantastic
turn out from week one, over 25 boys some weeks!!
We have had a real mix of players from those who play club
rugby to some boys picking up a rugby ball for the first time,
and they have all come together to make a really strong side.
The boys participated in many tournaments, travelling to
Brakenhale, Sandhurst and the rugby festival at Reading
Bluecoats. Each time we took a different mix of boys and the

skill and commitment on
show was first class, picking
up our fair share of victories.

One of the highlights of the
season was hosting a tourna-
ment here at Edgbarrow,
where the boys came to-
gether to produce a brilliant
mix of skill, tackling and ef-
fort to win all 3 games com-

fortably. I have every confidence this team can go on and be
brilliant together in Years 9, 10 and 11.
Congratulations to all boys who represented the side, you
all played brilliantly. Some stand out mentions must go to
Dan Summersell, for the number of tries he scored, to
Shameer Ahmed, for being almost impossible to tackle, and
to Jamie Kirkwood, who was a brilliant leader in the team

and produced some of the best tackling I have seen from
school rugby every time he stepped onto the pitch.
Well done boys!!  

In the first round of the Bracknell tournaments played at
Edgbarrow, we managed to win all the games and played
some good rugby with the ‘forwards’ of Tom Dodds, Viggo
Schamboe, Jamie Corbin, Charlie Sharp and others proving
too strong for the opposition. But in the second tournament
at Sandhurst, we won 2 and lost one to Ranelagh. The ruck
was our weak link in that tournament, but with some good
attendance at practices, we did some intensive work on
securing the ball in the rucks.
 The third tournament was at Brakenhale and the rucking and
control of the ball on
the ground was much
better, giving scrum
half Zack Waight
more time to distrib-
ute the ball and as a
result, we managed
to draw one and win
all the other games.
I would like to thank all the boys involved for their efforts and
hopefully, we can play more full games as well as tournaments
next year.

The Year 10 rugby has gone well this year.  Although numbers
have dwindled slightly towards the end, we had some good
turnouts to training when mixed with the Year 11 boys. We
were lucky enough to have a London Irish coach come down
and run the sessions for the boys where they could work on
specific techniques to improve vital parts of the game (and
play lots of rugby tennis). In October we had the rugby festival
held at Edgbarrow against some of the other Bracknell
schools. The boys who played really rallied together to pro-
duce a team and put in a great effort during matches, howev-
er the other schools had a few more experienced players
resulting in some narrow losses for us. A big well done for
those who regularly came to training, and a thank you for all
those who stepped up and played in the competition.

Basketball has been a big success again this term with around
50 pupils turning up to play and over 30 pupils regularly
coming to training. This has allowed us to work on some
basketball fundamentals, especially our lay ups, but also have
plenty of games both on the full court and cross-court com-
petitions. We have recently played in 2 competitions of 3s
basketball where we entered 4 teams against St Crispin’s and
against Brakenhale. The boys in both our key stage 3 and 4
teams put up a great effort in the games to win plenty of
matches within the tournaments. There was some fantastic
play from all players showcasing the skills they have learnt.
We have a further game after Christmas against Sandhurst so



I look forward to seeing some more skills in action then. I would like to give a special mention to some of the players who
have helped referee some of the matches and supported me in practices; Cameron McGregor, Will Overton, Zak Crean,
Ruben Botha and Darrell Funani, it is very much appreciated. Keep up the good work guys, fingers crossed for some good
games next year.  

This year the school has developed its young sporting ambassador programme from 4 pupils working externally to 13 pupils
working internally after writing some amazing letters of application. From this point, the pupils have worked incredibly hard
to help support the PE department in putting on extra-curricular activities. The girls have been helping to run the after-school
netball and badminton clubs whilst the boys have been assisting with rugby and basketball. Together they have also created
the first school dodge ball club which they have been running independently, their organisational skills are very impressive.
As well as this Ruben has been working tirelessly to ref a large percentage of the school’s rugby fixtures both home and away,
being offered jobs by many of the other schools’ PE departments for his excellent work! Towards the end of the term the
YAs have helped with the running of the ‘bisi badminton’ primary schools event held at Edgbarrow, where 14 primary schools
took part against each other to test their skills in badminton-based tasks. Here they were helped by 4 of our fantastic Year
10s who could potentially be next year’s cohort of ambassadors. All parents and staff at the event kept commenting on how
professional and mature they all were. The sports ambassadors are currently looking very ‘flash’ in their new hoodies so now
look the part as well. Hopefully you will see them around school helping out, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate
to ask them as they are happy to help. Next term they will be continuing to help with clubs for football, netball and basketball
as well as continuing the dodge ball club. A massive well done to all the sports ambassadors for all your hard work, we are all
very impressed!  

Edgbarrow played its first-ever Real Tennis fixture over at Wellington College this year.
The boys who attended the fixture have been regular players at the club and put on some
very impressive games. There was a mixture of singles and doubles matches with the
scores being very close. Overall the result was a tie.  The boys who represented Edgbar-
row were Alex Machin, Callum Vallance, Oscar Wolfenden and Oliver Wells. Well done
boys, keep it up.

To be completed – interrupted by the fire alarm and Broadmoor alarm.  

Winners = 8V  Winners = 8U
2nd  = 8S 2nd = 8S
3rd = 8U 3rd = 8Q
4th  = 8Q 4th = 8R
5th = 8T 5th = 8V
6th = 8P 6th = 8T
7th = 8R 7th = 8P

Winners  =  9U                         Winners = 9R
2nd = 9T 2nd     =  9S
3rd = 9S 3rd     =  9T
4th = 9R 4th     =  9Q
5th = 9P 5th     =  9P
6th  = 9V 6th     = 9V
7th = 9Q 7th     = 9U

We welcomed the RFU to school to allow a few of our Year 8 and 9 students to get their Level
1 in officiating qualification. The students took part in a 3 hour theory and practical seminar
and are now qualified to referee rugby to the U13 age group.



Please remember……

If you would like to see if you are entitled, please
select this  to apply.
The form can also be completed online by
visiting http://www.bracknell
forest.gov.uk/learn-free-school-meals

Support for Service Children
Service children are children with
one or more parents currently
serving in the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim
additional money for all Service
children on our roll under the gov-
ernment’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years
after their parent has retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces,
please would you confirm that this is the case by
filling in the form which you access by selecting this

 and returning it to school reception. Please
also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or
2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they
are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk  and
they will be forwarded to the relevant member of
staff.

Thank you for your continued support.  It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for
the use of your children in their education, therefore, please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.
Thank you for your support.

If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making your purchases through Easyfundraising or The
Giving Machine (select links to register). So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to easy fundraising first and
choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a free donation (average of
5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA.

Please see the links below for updated information
on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.

●

●

●

●

We publish a termly newsletter with information about
SMSC and the following term’s PSHE curriculum. This will
give you an insight into what your children are accessing,
but also enables you to have
important conversations with
your child on pertinent and
emerging topics, as they
progress through the year. You
can read our third issue here.
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NOTICEBOARD

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

SOFT FOOTBALLSPlease remind students that

they should bring soft foot-

balls (not leather ones) into

school to play at lunchtime.

Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal

property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities

and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur.  By agreeing that
your child may participate in the

activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this

respect.

The Centre is for any students experiencing

social, emotional or behavioural difficulties

that may have an effect on their learning.

Students and parents are welcome to

contact Ms Guy and her team directly.

However referrals will always be agreed

with the Head of Year.  Ms Guy and her

team can be contacted via the main school

number on 01344 772658

If it is necessary for students to take any

medication in school (including non-prescription

medicines), the medication and a signed consent

form (this form can also be downloaded from the

school website) must be handed in at Reception

where it will be stored safely. The medication

should be sent in its original container, complete

with the expiry date and dosage details.  The

student must to come to the medical room at the

required time to report to the First Aider before

taking the medication.

It is a serious breach of examination
regulations to bring a mobile phone
into an examination room – see the
school website for more details.

Please ensure that students do not
bring mobile phones to school
during examination sessions. At

other times mobile phones should
be switched off and remain hidden

Items of lost property can bereclaimed from Reception atlunchtime from 1.45pm onwardsonly.  Items of PE kit are kept in
the PE department for a short time
before arriving in Reception.  Can
we please remind all parents thatall personal effects should benamed and that unclaimed lostproperty will be disposed of at

the end of each term.

We  have the facility to offer Paracetamol to students
if the need arises. This can only be accessed via the

Lead First Aider. If the Lead First Aider assesses that
the use of Paracetamol is necessary, she will first
telephone the parent/guardian for consent. An

accurate record is kept of Paracetamol use. We hope
that this will enable your children to remain in school
and that they will be more comfortable and able to
concentrate on their lessons. We will of course still

ask you to collect your child if they remain unwell orin severe pain.  If you have any concerns regarding this
please contact the Lead First Aider on 01344 772658.

 We would like to remind parents and carers

that we have a dedicated telephone number

for reporting student absence whether it be

going to an appointment or not going to be

in school.

The number is:  
.

Parents can also advise of absence by using

the email absence reporting facility on the

school website.

Please could any medical

appointments be written in

your child's planner and can

they also be reminded to

sign out at Reception when

they go to their

 appointment.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.

www.edgbarrowschool.co.ukEdgbarrow School - Official@EdgbarrowSchool @edgbarrowofficial

Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can

efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2020 - 2021

 For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/calendar/

Autumn Term 2019

Last Day of Term Thursday 19th December (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Spring Term 2020

Start of Term Monday 6th January

Half Term Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February

Last Day of Term Thursday 2nd April  (normal school day)

Summer Term 2020

Teacher Training Day Monday 20th April

Start of Term Tuesday 21st April

Bank Holidays 8th May

Half Term Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May

Last Day of Term Friday 17th July  (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Teacher Training Days 20th and 21st July

Autumn Term 2020

Teacher Training Days Tuesday 1st  September and Wednesday 2nd September

Start of Term Thursday 3rd September

Half Term Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October

Last Day of Term Friday 18th December  (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Spring Term 2021

Start of Term Monday 4th January

Half Term Monday 15th February to Friday 20th February

Last Day of Term Thursday 1st April  (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Summer Term 2021

Start of Term Monday  19th April

Bank Holidays 3rd May and 31st May

Half Term Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June

Last Day of Term Friday 16th July  (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Teacher Training Days 19th, 20th and 21st July

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/calendar/

