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Dear Parents/Carers

One final communication before we break up!  A full newsletter will be issued next term, but we are pleased
to share some of our co-curricular work for the term in the pages below.

Thank you to all the parents who responded to our plea for updated consent; we’ve had a great response which
is hugely helpful for our January plans.  We are aware that some devices are not allowing you to save your
preference. Should this be the case, please inform help@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and we can complete the task
this end – apologies!

Students have been issued with home testing kits over the last couple of days.  We ask that students continue
to test twice weekly over the holidays.  We will issue fresh kits in the first week back.  Whilst the school is not
running a tracking system over the holidays, we would be grateful if you could report any positive PCR results
along with an end of isolation date to absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk .  Emails will not be acknowledged over
the holidays, but it will allow us to monitor the situation prior to re-opening.

To help with the smooth operation of the test centre, please can students arrive in the time slot given, with face
coverings and maintain social distancing.  Those students who are unable to test should report to their normal
lesson at the test time given for their tutor group.  Timings can be found here.

We are pleased to welcome back Mrs McAdam and Ms Hancox as they return from maternity leave.
I am also pleased that we have been able to appoint to the following posts:

● Disadvantaged Co-ordinator – Matt Whiddett
● Facilities Manager – Ian Parham
● Admin Assistant – Gemma Winder
● Learning Supervisor – Stacey Omokaro
● Communications Assistant – Joanne Duce

These posts will help relieve some of the significant gaps in capacity and I am delighted to welcome both new
and returning staff.

As we enter the coldest months of the year, we review our procedures for the unlikely event of weather forcing
a school closure.  On the first day of any closure, staff will provide work via Google Classroom.  Given the likely
disruption, students will be able to complete the work at their convenience on the day, rather than following a
timetable.  In the unlikely event that the closure is longer than one day, we will continue to set work and, where
possible, move to live lessons.  Full procedures can be found here.

Thank you for your continued support - with help from the school fund and in consultation with the school
council, I am delighted to share some of the improvements being planned for the next 9 months.  These changes
are aimed at improving both the teaching areas and student social areas:

● Student toilet refurbishment Humanities and Science
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● Outdoor basketball posts in the main playground
● Additional outdoor seating for the main playground
● Provision of touch screen televisions to Science and Humanities

We are continuing to fundraise to provide additional shelters to those year groups that don’t have access to
one.

The new gates will be operational from January and, other than for visitors, will be closed for the duration of
the school day (until 3.35pm).   The gates will help ensure a safe arrival and exit for students and improve site
safety and safeguarding.  As always, we encourage students to use healthy and environmentally friendly ways
to come to school.  Parents should not be bringing cars on site for drop off or collection.  There are a small
number of existing car park permit holders with exceptional circumstances and those that travel by taxi; if this
applies to you, please email reception@edgbarrowschool.co.uk to renew your permit.

It has been a hugely busy half-term.  My thanks to our wonderful families and PTA for your continued support,
to our staff who continue to go above and beyond any
reasonable expectations and of course to the students who
have coped amazingly with unprecedented times.
Absolutely everyone deserves a break over the holidays.
I wish you all a safe, restful and very Happy Christmas.

Kind regards

On Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December we brought live theatre back to Edgbarrow School with our
whole school production, . The performance played out to 3 sold out audiences, as well as a very
special live stream, where those who couldn’t join us in person, were able to join and stream the show virtually!

The cast and crew for this production were quite simply fantastic and showed incredible determination and dedication
from the very start of rehearsals in September.  This was a particularly special show for our Year 13 students, who
completed their last whole school production here at Edgbarrow. A shout out goes to Matt Norton, who worked
tirelessly creating all of the video projections, as well as, designing, programming and implementing all the fantastic lighting
effects.

A huge well done to the cast and crew as well as the queens of the Music and Drama Departments; Mrs Evens, who
joined us on her last production after an amazing 30 years, Mrs Blazer, Miss Peacock and Mrs Cruickshank. A massive
thank you to the magical Mr Marshall and Caroline who shared their passion with the cast and ensured that the live stream
happened!

Thank you so much to all of those who came and showed their support.  We hope you enjoyed rocking with us and from
the cast of , we wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

@edgbarrowdrama
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Creative Writing Club
We’ve had an exciting term in creative writing with 26 students published in poetry
or prose anthologies so far this year! Students have been working hard on a
‘Twisted Tales’ competition with Young Writers where they have been telling the
story from the perspective of the villain, rather than the hero. We’ve really enjoyed
sharing our work on a Thursday and throughout the week and giving each other
feedback. We’ve had several Year 9s working on novels, anthologies and competi-
tions, Year 8s and Year 7s involved in competitions and writing their own novels,
plays and poems. Over the last few weeks we’ve been focusing our writing on all
things Christmas with Miss Jones’s ‘Christmas Creative Writing Advent Calendar.’
We are looking forward to continuing the group in January 2022!
If you would like to look at some of the work that has been produced by the
students check out our Padlet for this term through the QR code.:

Accelerated Reader Programme
All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are now using the Accelerated Reader programme to support them in their reading.
So far, 155 students have taken 324 quizzes on books they have read – this is over 20 million words read so far this
term!  A special mention must go to Tobi Kilvington 7R and Alice Dyer 8V who are our first word millionaires.
Additionally, well done to all students in the 100% club! These students have achieved 100% in a November quiz.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

George Clark
Anya Agarwal
George Dalton
Teddy Fleck
Tobi Kilvington
Maria Monaco
Gurmeet Nandra
Alfie Sommer
James Beaumont
Zachary Bowles
Anita Dacheva
Joe Montana
Kate Southgate
Kai Fleming
Abby Slatter
Will Dyer

William Champion
Olivia Tobin
Phoebe Alexander
Yariv Gelbolingo
Mienke Grundlingh
Abigail Lawford
Nicolas Seth
Sophie Cross
Finlay Muggridge
Alex Selby
Christy Yeung
Evie Croyden
Caitlin Itta
Sydney Brown
Phoenix Dickinson
Jonathan Pigott
Chloe Shepherd

Milo Waite
Isobel Boomer
Emma Carter
Samuel Catchpole
Emma Cluzel
Alice Dyer
Noah Gibbs
Charlotte Harris
Isla Harrison
Samika Joshi
Harry Robinson
Diya Sharma
Evie Turkington

James Caiger
Bradley Johns
Timothy Brennan
Katherine Hemingway
William Maynard
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Edgbarrow School supported World Mental Health Day in October to continue to raise awareness about the im-
portance of looking after your mental well-being as we would our physical health.  Students had assemblies and
these were followed up with activities during tutor time to allow them to talk through some of the issues raised in
the assembly.  The theme this year for World Mental Health Day was ‘Mental Health in an unequal world’ and
each year group ran a poetry competition to allow students to explore this through their writing.  The standard of
writing was excellent and we are proud to share our winning entries

Mental well-being in an unequal world
Hidden secrets now unfurled.

People can talk to one another,
Like they’re their sister or brother.

All your problems can be fixed,
All your emotions now unmixed.

We can live on a better Earth,
Where friendship has gained more and
more worth.

When I look up at the sky
When I see a bird take flight

I get rid of all my fright
And stand with all my might

Then I realise I can fly

If I can fly
If I can go

Beyond the sky
Maybe it is true

That you can do all of this too.

I touch the white paper, the test I’ve been dreading
I feel my breath quicken and I feel myself losing control of my
thoughts
So I don’t know where they’re heading.

I see thing that are not there, like when my friends were playing with
each other’s hair,
But all I could see was a blonde-haired girl with a broken stuffed bear

I smell the iron of blood dripping to the floor
As I hold the razor blade behind the closed door.

I used to taste delicious food from a shop or sometimes my own
home,
Now I don’t eat and just sit alone.

I hear people say things about me, things I can’t recall doing.
I don’t know what to say.
But I know that I’m not alone in this body’s play.

This world is hard and unequal,
For people who are different,
And if this planet ever gets a chance at a sequel
We should all try to stay under the same tent.

Why mental health matters:
Mental Health:? What’s that? I thought

Perhaps it’s the feeling of being anxious or distraught.
The thought of having no-one to turn to

Or when you eat something you have to throw up in the loo
The feeling of not fitting in

Or getting bullied and put in a bin
The feeling you are not good enough

Or that you’re not eating enough.
If you feel worried, anxious or sad

Tell someone you trust, it will make you feel glad.
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A darkness so great it overwhelms,
Such great deceit that overcomes
Your will to continue.  But you do.
The mask that you pull over me,
to hide me from the outsiders, to hide me from yourself.
And I beg of you to free me;
I spring on you unannounced
I attack you from within
until you feed me your sorrow.
You seem to possess a hatred for me,
deep rooted just the same as me.
But I will not release you-
I will never release you
from my grip of darkness.

But there is light breaking through,
It shatters my intensity.
It is laughter and friendship,
Blinding, torturous,
It carves up the hateful darkness that I have paved for you
It sears my soul.

And I struggle
And you thrive
It becomes easier for you to use,
The mask that you pull over me,
The smile that you wear.
So great it overwhelms me,
Such great power it overcomes me.

I am laid bare before you,
before the outsiders,
before your world.
They attack me,
Leeching my darkness,
Truth tainting my deceit.
And now it is I who possess strong hatred for
you.
I who clings to the surface,
Unwilling to let go.
It is who releases .
And I am set alight to burn,
Simply the shattered ashes of a darkness that
was overcome.

Looking after our mental health,
Will lead to living with such wealth,

Walking and Talking, Walking and Talking,
Do it in the evening and even in the morning.

When you’re feeling blue and down,
Speak to a friend to remove that frown.

Its ok to feel “not so right”,
Tomorrow will be better and the sun will

shine bright.

Walking and Talking, Walking and Talking,
Shout it from the roof, even if your squawking.

Let people know, you are feeling blue,
Be honest and tell people, what else can you

do?

We need to treasure our mental health
This is the real source of future wealth

How do I keep a strong growth mindset?
When this world is all about what you can get?

I really am trying but it’s not good enough
Living this life can be really tough

But one thing I have learnt and one thing I know
Is talking really helps my mind to grow

So next time you see me, say hello with a smile
Just in case I need to share, or stop for a while

Those kind words could save me from a visit to hell
That smile could keep me feeling well

So, I leave you with a thought to keep in your heart
Don’t let scary thoughts tear you apart

Please look after your mental health, and you will see
That this is the wealthiest you can be.



A huge term of sport has happened at Edgbarrow. We have had nearly 2,500 students attend a club this
past term; breakfast, lunch and after school. This has ranged from; rugby, netball, basketball, dodgeball,
fitness suite and many more. Some nights we are having nearly 200 students in the PE area after school
which is amazing.
Edgbarrow have competed in 76 fixtures across a range of sports this term
and that doesn’t include all of the mini matches played in tournaments. This
number will be well over 100. We have organised and hosted the Bracknell
Schools Partnership netball competition across all year groups; we have had
around 14 teams attend. Similarly, we hosted and attended rugby tourna-
ments at various schools around Bracknell.
We are delighted to continue our partnership with Ranelagh and combine our Sixth Form rugby teams.
This year they played in the Super 8s league and enjoyed a host of games.
Edgbarrow qualified for the semi-finals of the Cross-Country Cup in the intermediate and senior boys’
categories.

Our Year 9 Rugby team reached the Quarter
Finals of the Berkshire cup only narrowly missing
out to a well drilled private school. Our U18
netball team achieved silver in
the East Berks competition. Year
7 rugby performed exceptionally
in the Rugby Festival at Bluecoat
winning their group and giving
private schools a good challenge.

Our best attended year group was Year 8 for
this term.
Best attended forms; 7V, 8V, 9R, 10U, 11Q
Our highest attended clubs were rugby, netball,
basketball and fitness.

We also offer trampolining, tennis and street dance;
these are provided by external coaches. If this is
something you are interested in please ask for a let-
ter. Also, if you know of anyone willing to offer a
club we are always looking at offering more.

We have loved being able to take trips again
this term. We kept close to home on the first
trip by taking our A-Level PE students to
Wellington to experience some Real Tennis as
part of their learning the History of Sport. Our
younger students got to experience some live
football in December by heading to Wembley
on a Sunday to watch the Women’s FA Cup
Final between Chelsea
and Arsenal in which
they got to experience a
possible Puskas Goal of
the Year contender.

Every half term we complete Inter form within year group halves of year with
the winning teams from each half competing in a final against the winners
from the other half of the year. We have played girls netball and football and
boys football and dodgeball so far. This is a great way for mass participation
and engagement, and adds that extra little bit of competition amongst the
year group.

Co-Curricular News
@edgbarrowdpe



Year 8 and Year 9 Latin students went to Wellington College where the Classics Sixth form students
had designed a treasure hunt for us to translate Latin around the college buildings.  We had great fun
exploring the school and finished off with a hot chocolate at the end.  It was great to use our knowledge
of Latin for problem solving and everyone completed the challenge.

We are very pleased this term to have been able to re-commence some of our co-curricular activities.
Choir on Tuesday has been led by Bimbi Cotterill-Shaw, who is the Maestros singing teacher here at
school, and we have enjoyed her expertise and enthusiasm in getting singing happening again.  It has
been good to welcome former and many new players to orchestra, who
have been making a great sound on Thursdays at lunchtime.  Both
groups have room for more – all welcome to choir, and any player of any
instrument at about a Grade 2 standard would find a place in the
orchestra.

On 22nd October our two Year 13 BTEC students took part in a live
concert at Wellington College.  This event, held in the lovely BWA, was
a joint enterprise with several local schools.
Ellie Bradley sang “Skyfall” accompanied on the piano by Ash Clayton
as part of a film music evening.  It was terrific to be able to perform to
a real audience, and they both were outstanding.

Co-Curricular News



 is an after school club held on a Thursday
at 3.20pm.  It is open to all of Year 7 and Year 8.
Each week we run a different exciting experiment to
inspire our students.  This helps them to understand
scientific knowledge through Science experiments in
an environment that is less formal than a lesson.
Overall it is a place to enjoy Science.

To support our students with their personal development, each term we will be highlighting four
character values which we believe will help them become well rounded individuals.
This term we have been looking at courtesy, volunteering, leadership and teamwork.  At the end of each
term in PSHE, students reflect upon  their personal development and the opportunities they have taken
up. Well done for everything you have achieved this term.

@edgbarrowscience
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This term we have managed to hold some actual in-house careers events and our plan for the rest of the academic year is to
continue, regulations permitting, to offer as many opportunities as we can to our students.

In early November we held the Year 9 careers day  14 employees from 7 different companies attended.
All of Year 9 had the opportunity to spend an hour visiting each of the companies to find out about their career pathways,
roles in their company and sector and to ask questions.  Feedback from the employers was very positive including:

 – We also hosted a week of live assemblies streamed into tutor rooms.  Year 7 heard from a
Physician’s Associate from the Royal Berkshire Hospital; Year 8 had an overview from Wates Group, Year 9 on Careers and
Pathways at Fujitsu, Year 10 on the John Lewis Partnership and Year 11s on Apprenticeships.  Year 11 have also had a
presentation from Adviza detailing all the routes available to them post 16 as well as a further presentation from Activate
College Group.  All of these are available to view on the school website https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about-
us/departments/careers-and-work-related-learning/ks3/

are in school on a weekly basis, and all Year 11s will attend a careers guidance appointment either in a group session
or on a 1:2:1 basis to further support their decision-making process.  There have also been opportunities for some sixth form
students and Year 9s to have appointments at key transition times.   Some of you will have taken advantage of the
appointments that have been available with a careers coach from Adviza at Parents Evenings for Years 11 and 13, there will
be further appointments available next term at the Year 9 and 12 parents evening on a first come, first served basis.
Parent/Carers and students can also access the  here you will find lots of information to enable you to
support your child/children’s careers journey.  The home tab has links for students, parent/carers, and events (where you can
register to attend employer events) as well as a web chat facility.  https://www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you

 has restarted this term, with 10 students currently participating.  We do have
more students who we’d like to include so if anyone feels they could support that programme please get in touch for more
details.
We have a dedicated careers Google classroom for Year 11 students, we use this to advertise college and sixth form open
events, webinars, work experience etc and we would encourage all students to take a look at the many opportunities
available.
Events and opportunities are also advertised on our careers Instagram and twitter 

Next term we are planning to hold our annual careers convention on  and have 50 exhibitors confirmed
to date.
Week Commencing 7th March, 2022 is National Careers Week #NCW and we will again be looking to hold a week of careers
related assemblies.  If any parent/carer works for an organisation who might be able to support these please do get in touch.
Year 10s will have a mock interview with a member of the local business community in late March and they are currently
working on their CVs in school in preparation.

Again, if any parent/carer could support the programme, or their employers can please do get in touch.

Karen.Robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk @edgbarrowcareers
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Spring Term 2022

Start of Term Tuesday 4th January

Half Term Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February

Inset Day Monday 21st February

Students return Tuesday 22nd February

Last Day of Term Friday 1st April  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2022

Start of Term Tuesday 19th April

Half Term Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June

Last Day of Term Wednesday 20th July.  (School closes at 12.05pm)

Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May

Staff Inset Day Thursday 21st July

Autumn Term 2022

Staff Inset Days Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September

Start of Term Monday 5th September

Half Term Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October

Last Day of Term Friday 16th December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2023

Staff Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January

Start of Term Wednesday 4th January

Half Term Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February

Last Day of Term Friday 31st  March  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Bank  Holiday Monday 2nd January

Summer Term 2023

Staff Inset Day Monday 17th April

Start of Term Tuesday 18th April

Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June

Last Day of Term Thursday 20th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Staff Inset Day Friday 21st July

May Bank Holiday Monday 1st May

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022 - 2023
For further Term Dates please visit our website at:

www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/termdates/
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