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The Spring Term is always a very busy time of year,
with lots of work to be done in preparation for Key
Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 exams and the completion of
controlled assessments. There’s a huge amount going
on with practice papers, after school sessions and
revision. My thanks to all the staff for going the extra
mile, thanks to the students as they ramp up their
efforts and thanks to our parent and carers for supporting them.

The reviewers also identified some areas for development, in particular how we can prepare for the new
OFSTED framework. The new framework has a greater focus on ‘curriculum intent’ and the pedagogical
(teaching and learning) practice of the school. In particular we will be reviewing cross curricular links to make
sure our curriculum is well sequenced, along with how
we can imbue a thirst for learning in the students. We
have also been encouraged to take a sharper focus
where we see gaps.

This term our best wishes go to several colleagues who
are moving on to new opportunities. First to Viv Sayce
our receptionist, Viv has been with us for nine years and
has been the perfect welcome to visitors as well as one
of our main first aiders. Viv is off to work for the
ambulance service and will do a great job. We also say
farewell to our school nurse, Alexis Clarke. Alexis has
been with us for 9 years and has looked after staff and
students superbly. We’ll miss her calm approach and
medical expertise. Alexis is going to be spending more
time with her family. Alice Fitzgerald is also leaving us
and we would like to thank her for all her work in the
Data department. Finally to Bryanne Blacker, one of
our science technicians. Bryanne has worked at Edgbarrow for 26 years, she has been the life and soul of
the science department: always ready with equipment
for practicals and always smiling. We wish Bryanne a
long and happy retirement.

Overall it was a hugely helpful and the suggestions will
allow us to further improve the student experience,
protect results and prepare for the new OFSTED
framework.

Thank you to the Year 9s for your attendance at options
evening and prompt return of the forms. Mrs Gascoigne is working her way through all the information
and speaking with individual students: we will confirm
choices between Easter and May half term. As schools
are encouraged to boost numbers of students taking
the full EBacc, we are delighted to see so many students
following the advice: uptake has increased by 13% this
year.

As you will be aware the school completed a review
before half-term. Having visitors on site and in lessons
was a testing but very useful experience. There were a
huge number of positives around safeguarding, behaviour, embracing diversity, that students flourish and
make very strong progress, and that those with additional needs are well looked after. The review also
made clear how lucky we are to have such a group of
hard-working staff.

To allow us to fully deploy the recommendations the
Governors and Trustees have given us permission to
put in place some additional staff training.

I will send further details closer to the time.
Having completed a review, it is important that we act
promptly on the recommendations and we would like
to make some alterations ready for September.

This year we continue to have a huge number of applications for our Sixth Form and we have had over 300
applications to join Year 12 next year Lots of offers have
now been made to students and they’re in the process
of accepting courses with us for September 2019. It is
a real credit to our Sixth Form team that so many of our
own students wish to stay on and also such a significant
number of external students are interested in joining us.

We are in the process of appointing the new Student
Leadership Team. Hustings have already taken place
and we are now at the interview stage. I am continually
amazed at the quality of applicants and this year is no
different. Once the final team is in place we will inform
you of the outcome.
I would also like to publicly thank the current leadership
team of Sarah Wilson, Hessan Zaman, Nicole Ngugi,
Anna Witchell, Milly Del Nevo, Isaac Igbokwe, Tim
Sinclair, Rhys Pullen, Lia Butterworth and Vivienne
Gardner-McTaggart. The manner in which this team
has represented our school and presented themselves
has been outstanding. They have given up a huge

amount of time to support school events, from parent tours, Open Evening, Governor meetings, school council, through
to organising school and end of year events for the sixth form. On top of all of this they’ve also had to keep up with their
studies. They have been a real asset and we send them off to the next stage of their journey with our thanks and very
best wishes.

Year 10 students have recently had the opportunity to participate in a mock interview
as part of their Careers Programme. Students completed a CV and an application form
and were then interviewed by volunteers from the local business community. We
would like to thank our business volunteers as without their help we would not be able
to offer these types of valuable learning experiences. All our students will have gained
from the experience and will be able to reflect on this opportunity and the feedback
they received. It’s absolutely lovely to see the Year 10 students dressed to impress and
we’ve received lots of lovely comments back from our business volunteers. Our thanks
to Mrs Robinson for organising this very successful event.

This was the biggest and busiest careers evening we’ve ever held. Well over 60 organisations/industries were represented
and we hope the students had an opportunity to investigate a wide range of options for their future careers. My thanks
to the exhibitors for giving up their time, to the PTA for their support in organising the evening and to Mrs Robinson for
her leadership of the event.

The PTA are always busy working on behalf of the school. We’ve held another quiz night, which was well supported.
The PTA have also supported numerous events, held a uniform sale and a painting
and gardening day. This not only helps raise funds but provides and invaluable service
to the school and parents/carers.
Lots of
I would like to draw your attention to the article on
companies match donations for their employees and even more usefully can match
the entire fundraising of an event organised by their employees. This year one parent
was able to match fund the quiz night and this doubled the amount we were able to raise. If you are able to support in
this way please get in touch!

We started the year with a big push on uniform and working with students on our behaviour code of Ready, Respectful,
Safe and Positive. It is hugely helpful to have your support when students return from the Easter holidays. In particular
your support with the correct uniform makes a real difference. We continue to focus on piercings (a maximum of one
stud in the lower ear please) and appropriate skirt lengths. Your ongoing support with this is much appreciated.
Finally this will be the last opportunity to wish those taking exams good luck! Use the Easter holidays to get some rest
and complete lots of revision: with just a few weeks to go your final efforts can make a real difference.
I wish staff, governors, parents, carers and students a very happy Easter. Enjoy the break.
Warmest regards

Year 7 News
Head of Year : M Hutchinson
Congratulations to all Year 7s as we come to the end of an extremely busy Spring term. It was an absolute pleasure to read
the first set of full grade reports at the beginning of the month. I was so proud and impressed to see the positive attitude
that the pupils are showing towards their work. On the back of such a positive set of reports I was delighted to be able
to present certificates alongside Mr Matthews to over 160 students who had achieved all ‘meeting or exceeding’ for their
attitude to learning and are therefore displaying an excellent attitude towards their studies. As I write this piece we are
also busy planning a Year 7 Reward Evening to further celebrate the fantastic achievements in these grade reports.
The grade reports were followed quickly by Parents Evening and it was so lovely to see so many of you at this evening and
to hear the positive conversations taking place with staff. It was a busy couple of hours but it was lovely to get feedback
from you all, help with Grade Report enquiries and celebrate in your children’s achievements.
Outside of lessons, we have had many extra-curricular activities that Year 7s have been part of: girls and boys football
teams, girl’s cricket, new age curling, inter form, art and poetry competitions and auditioning for the spring concert to
name but a few. It is fantastic that so many Year 7s are taking the opportunities to get involved in all aspects of the school
life and community and to really immerse themselves in all the school has to offer.
During our PSHEE sessions this term we have looked at a number of topics
including friendship and healthy relationships. We have also recently celebrated
Comic Relief through a sponsored non-uniform day where the pupils also used
their PSHEE session to create their own comic relief song. The work in PSHEE has
also been coupled with a number of workshops this term, namely relationship and
substances awareness sessions. The outside groups who delivered the sessions
were so complimentary about not only how the pupils conducted themselves but
also how they engaged in the sessions themselves, which was a very proud
moment for me as Head of Year. The pupils have also been using some of their
PSHEE lesson time to put together an Edgbarrow School survival guide for future Year 7 pupils where they have the
opportunity to share all the wisdom they have gained about life as a secondary school pupils over the past two terms which
makes for fantastic reading and will be of great value to next year’s new cohort.
To achieve their best at school it is important for all pupils to attend regularly. We become concerned if a pupil’s
attendance falls below 95%. This equates to half a day missed every fortnight which will obviously have an impact on their
learning. If your child is absent please ensure that you contact the school immediately on our
We would also be grateful if you could stress to your child how important it is that they speak to the teachers to find out
what they have missed and catch up on the work.
As we come to the end of this term we invariably look forward towards the next. I know many of the pupils are full of
anticipation for the Year 7 residential Osmington trip and the various opportunities the new term will bring. I would like
to thank you for all of your continued support of the pupils and the school and would like to wish you and your families a
very Happy Easter. I look forward to seeing the pupils on their return after the holiday, rested and ready for a further term
of challenges.
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I have enjoyed this term because in art we are doing clay work. I enjoyed the clay work because we get to
do whatever design we want. I am going to make a spikey plant and I have enjoyed it a lot so far.

I have enjoyed this term because were doing dance and hockey in PE and we have learned about sex education and drugs.
In art were making clay models into a jar and its going pretty well so far.
I have taken part in several basketball tournaments this term. These few tournaments have been a fantastic experience
for me and I am really happy to be able to perform in the basketball team. Thank you for giving me the chance to do these
activities! (Not to mention that we have won every one of them!)
This term the Year 7 school council reps have been working on recycling pens that have run out. We have been collecting
small boxes such as tissue boxes and
shoe boxes. They will then be painted
blue so that they stand out in the
classrooms. The boxes can then be
filled up with pens that don’t work.
The form reps or the school council
members then take the boxes to the
reception where there is the main box
which is then taken to be recycled.
At the start of term we asked in assembly for boxes to be brought in. So far
they have been coming in at a steady
rate and are being used in form
rooms now.
This term the Year 7 school council team have been raising money for the charity Brake. Brake is a charity that helps
people be aware of road safety and supports people who are involved in hit and run accidents. We have helped raise
money for this charity by collecting money at the School of Rock performances. Year 7 have also helped raise money by
having a quiz on the last day of term before Christmas where everyone brought in one pound to be involved in a big quiz.
We are looking forward for our next fund raising project.
It’s my second term in Edgbarrow, and I have already injured myself twice during my ice skating training! Lots of people
think it is a sport which you just dance around on some ice with no care in the world but it is much more demanding than
most people can handle. It means early mornings (I’m talking 4am) and many hours of hard intense training, so much that
I come to school after 3 hours of training in the morning. But every single time, the teachers, mostly Miss Lyness, have
been there asking how I am and also every time I have been injured they have understood. Not to mention congratulating
me on all my success in competitions and tests. I have really enjoyed Edgbarrow so far and I think I will continue loving it!

Recently me, another Year 7, a Year 9 and a Year 12 succeeded in winning the school ski race at
the John Nike sports complex. The races took part on the dry ski slope where a slalom course
was laid out to test our speed down the slope and all of our speeds were averaged to give the
Edgbarrow team an average speed. We beat a total amount of 11 secondary schools and achieved
coming home with gold! Next year we would like to have even more teams on our side to
increase the chances of Edgbarrow receiving a podium finish. To give training every Friday from
7-9pm a go, just talk to one of us. Next year we hope we’ll see you bringing home gold with us!

A couple of months ago the school council team were talking about the way plastic is affecting the
environment negatively. We tried talking to Cucina about compostable cutlery but the unfortunate
news was that it was just too expensive. However, this week the surprise of wooden cutlery was
sprung on us. Fortunately they are cheap and good for the environment and the school pupils haven't
been complaining about the new cutlery.
This term we had a sex and relationship workshop. We learnt about the things that we have the rights to do and what
they would have to report. We had to ask our friends the questions that we had on the handout but we ended up finding
the real answers – some surprised us. Overall we learnt a lot.
This term I enjoyed designing my own town in Geography. We had to draw a lay out and then label the buildings. Then
we had to write why we put a building there and explain its uses to the town.

One thing I enjoyed about Edgbarrow is the different days and variety of food at
Cucina. Some days it’s things like paninis, pizza slices, muffins and slushies. However, some days there are special days. My favourite was on world book days when it
was Harry Potter day and they would dress up the kitchen with Harry Potter things
and serve things like butter beer, and golden snitch muffins, and on other days like
Chinese New Year Day. The chefs would also dress up and you could buy fortune
cookies. The slushies taste amazing. They always change the flavours frequently and all the flavours taste delicious.
There are also multiple types of pizza, for example, pepperoni, ham, margarita and BBQ chicken. There are two sizes
of panini, normal and Bigfoot. They both have multiple types, for example pizza melt and meat feast. Cucina is a great
place to get a snack, drink or lunch and I really like it.
This term we did a drug workshop on smoking. We learnt that it was bad to smoke because in cigarettes there are 5000
chemicals and 70 of them can lead to cancer. Also other chemicals can lead to diseases such as gum disease and tooth
decay.

We had one full day of Design and Technology because we can’t do these lessons this year - half of
us did cooking and the other did DT. I was in the DT half and we were split in two. I made a wooden
robot with bronze fox ears and tail. I screwed the tail on and glued on the ears. I gave it a black
jacket and made a zip. I drew jeans on its legs and it was top heavy so I glued it to a base. I gave it
washers for eyes and a screw mouth although I didn’t give it a nose. Once I finished my robot I
helped a friend who had less time than me.

Another sports team Edgbarrow have is a hockey team. I am the goal keeper. If you have ever seen me or any other
goalie you would know that when we are all kitted up we look like robocop! Our hockey team has been involved in
many matches and tournaments. We have lost some and we have won some. We train on Wednesday evenings and it
is open to Year 7-8. We are trained by a spectacular coach who also coaches the hockey team in south Berkshire. Every
training session is another step towards being the best. By the time we are in Year 8 we will be twice as good and twice
as successful. Our hockey team is free to join and extremely fun.

This term Year 7 have done loads of fun activities and workshops but by far my favourite was
the DT day when our group did cooking. We learnt loads of skills throughout the day. One of
the methods we learnt was the claw method so we could use knives in a safer way. Also we
learnt how to use the stove, oven, and other equipment some of us had never used before. We
learnt how to use a variety of foods.

This term I really enjoyed the DT day. It was fun because we had to work together to make a variety of meals by
ourselves. Most of the people in our class didn't know how to cook food properly so it was really cool seeing them
improve and learn. We learnt many things like how to cut things safely and how to use the stove and oven.

One of my favourite things about Edgbarrow is that they participate in loads of sports. These can be participated in by
a range of years. One thing they participated in was a ski slalom race. Some people had been doing this for a while but
I for one hadn't. So I could participate and to achieve good times I had to go and train at the John Nike Centre. I had
skied before but never a slalom race. If you don't know what it is, it’s a Ski race were you have
to zig-zag through poles. The first time I went I was shocked by how much effort you had to
put in to move compared to real snow. However, the more I practiced the faster I went. The
faster I went the more exhilarating it got. After weeks of going up to John Nike on Fridays I
finally felt I could win. Along with some older students and a fellow Year 7 we arrived on the
day of the race. We were all nervous about it. We went to get our numbers. As we were called
my stomach felt as if it was on a roller coaster. The button lift seemed to take twice as long. In
the end we realised we weren’t the favourites but knew we did well. Then much to our
surprise.... WE WON!!

Year 8 News
Head of Year : L West
As always the Spring term feels very intense; short and busy! As a year group we have had lots to do.
Once again I am delighted with the dedication so many have shown to their work and
participation in extra-curricular activities. The recent grade report showed how
many of the students are meeting our high expectations of them in lessons and I was
proud that I was able to invite Mr Matthews to present certificates to over 150
students who achieved such excellent grade reports. I was also able to take the
students who had the achieved the top 5 highest “Exceeding” criteria for their
attitude to learning and the top 5 best progress to see Mr Matthews for a personal
well done. This has been a highlight of the term.
It was a pleasure to meet with so many of you at our recent Parents evening to
discuss the progress and achievements of the students and I hope that you found the
evening useful. I have so many fab emails from staff telling me about students who
are getting involved and taking the opportunities such as the girl’s rugby, indoor
athletics, indoor football and tennis, and Hannah Kim and Eleanor Pickles helping the
Library sell Harry Potter themed cakes. I even had Mrs Moore’s class try and use
their wit and power of persuasion to convince me to hand over a box of biscuits,
which Ellie Simpson did a very good job of and she brought props!
The students have been lucky to have been visited by a theatre company who put on
a play in their Modern Foreign Language, immersing themselves in a love of learning
a language. These examples make me very
proud to see Year 8 striving to get involved and
succeed.
We continue to have a fiercely fought attendance and Edgpoint battle and 8R look set to
ruffle some feathers, which make it very exciting. Our Student Ambassadors having been
doing a great job supporting their departments and have even observed lessons to ensure
students are having fun. As mentioned in the Christmas Newsletter, in the spirit of getting
involved, each child in Year 8 has been offered the opportunity to try and fill their Bingo
Card based on opportunities in and outside of school life, to be included in the prize draw.
Next term sees the Year 8 assessment fortnight which begins on 13th May 2019. We
will be discussing revision with the students and supporting them to build upon the
strategies they learnt in Year 7. I would urge you to encourage some work at home to
help the students recap and prepare for the
forthcoming assessments. Developing good
revision habits now will pay huge dividends in
the future when students prepare for formal
external exams. There is plenty of advice and
support on the school website. However, it
is also essential that students have a restful
break with family and friends over the holiday and return to us refreshed for a busy
summer term. I wish you all a very happy Easter.

Matthew Cook – ‘It made me look more into engineering. My mum and I also had a conversation about being a lawyer,
we talked about the different types of lawyers’
Archie Sheppard – ‘That there is a lot of jobs involving ICT, Technology and Design!’
Abigail Croyden – ‘I think it was very good and informative and there was a very wide variety of people, companies,
colleges and universities’
Evie Fleck– ‘It showed me so many different jobs that I didn’t even know existed’
@EdgbarrowSchool
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Absence Reporting
In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before 8.30am ON EACH DAY OF
ABSENCE if a student is going to be away. If your child has a medical appointment that interrupts their school day, please
ensure that we are made aware of this also.
The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the
telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff. The telephone
number is: 01344 467675, alternatively, please email the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk) on each day of absence.
If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system contact will be made with home.
If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The school
does have fully qualified First Aiders who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made with
the parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital, but
treatment cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent. We respectfully ask that if your child has a minor ailment (e.g.
cold or cough) that they attempt a day in school. Our school First Aid team will make contact with you to arrange for you
to collect your child if they feel that he/she is not well enough to be in school. Alternatively, quiet spaces can be provided
for your child to work in.

Permission will not be given for family holidays during term time. Any request for Leave of Absence should be made using
the form on our website, (Leave of Absence Request Form) which is also available from Reception. Any absence during term
time has a detrimental effect on learning and social interactions. Students with poor attendance may be invited to an
Attendance Action Plan meeting or be required to provide medical evidence for any absence or appointment, in consultation
with the Education Welfare Service
It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.

Attendance Matters

5 mins

Equates to days of
teaching lost in
ONE year
3½ Days

Which equals this
number of lessons
missed
17 Lessons

10 mins

7 Days

15 mins

Minutes late
per day

Attendance
during ONE
school year

Equates to days
Which is
absent
approximately

Which means
the number of
lessons missed

94%

10 Days

2 Weeks

50 Lessons

90%

19 Days

4 Weeks

100 Lessons

35 Lessons

85%

29 Days

6 Weeks

150 Lessons

10½ Days

52 Lessons

80%

38 Days

8 Weeks

200 Lessons

20 mins

14 Days

70 Lessons

75%

48 Days

10 Weeks

250 Lessons

30 mins

21 Days

104 Lessons

70%

57 Days

11½ Weeks

290 Lessons

65%

67 Days

13½ Weeks

340 Lessons

Greater than 95% Attendance 77% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSE’s, including Maths and English, when attended more than 95%
Less than 90% Attendance

43% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSE’s, including Maths and English, when attended more than 90%

Less than 80% Attendance

32% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSE’s, including Maths and English, when attended more than 80%

Source: Department of Education

Year 9 News
Head of Year : J Cooper
I have been so impressed this term with the maturity that the Year group have shown when selecting their option subjects.
They have listened to the advice of their teachers, embraced the opportunity of the taster lessons and taken responsibility
for researching entrance requirements for future career paths that interest them. We are in the final stages of organising the
Options groupings and students will have these confirmed after the Easter holiday.
I was delighted to be able to present over 170 certificates earlier this term to students who had achieved grades of Meeting
or Exceeding for their Attitude to Learning on the recent grade reports for which they should be extremely proud. I am so
pleased to see that the Year 9 students have continued to work hard and are maintaining a positive approach to their studies.
Well done and a big thank you to the students for this excellent attitude.
I am pleased that so many of the students are making the most of the many opportunities available to them outside of the
classroom. Many of the students play for teams within the PE department and have represented the school admirably this
term. A group of students recently participated in the Spanish exchange and I received glowing feedback regarding the
attitude of the students whilst they were away. The languages department said
that they were impressed with the way the students fully embraced the culture
of the country and were a credit to the school. Many of our students have
been guides during the term and our visitors always praise the way that the
students conduct themselves and sell the school to them.
The Year 9 students will have an assessment fortnight beginning on 24th June.
It is important that they take the time to prepare well for these as results will
be used to help set them in some of their subjects as they move into Key Stage
4.
I hope you and your family have an enjoyable Easter holiday and a well-earned rest and I look forward to working with you
and your child in the Summer Term.

Career Convention Quotes - Year 9s
Oliver Rice – ‘Really good because I have now got an idea of what to do when I leave school’
Aron Swindells – ‘They have given me a good idea on what each company does and now I can have an idea on
what I want to do in the future’
Ciara Blackman – ‘It has opened up different options on what to do in the future’

Spanish Exchange - Cáceres
In early March 20 Year 9s took part in the second leg of the Spanish Exchange.
We spent a week with our Spanish families in the town of Cáceres, a small town
close to the Portuguese border. Our students took part in excursions and learnt
lots about the area. They enjoyed taking on language based tasks which meant
they had to speak to locals, ask for directions and information. The experience
helped them boost the language skills and confidence enormously and Mr Jackson
and Mrs Petri were incredibly proud of the way they immersed themselves so
fully into the culture, language and everyday life of a
Spanish person. A huge congratulations to them for also
beating the Spaniards in a Spain-England football match, final
score 2-1 to us! I hope friendships have been formed for
years to come. Muchas gracias, Year 9!

on becoming BRS School Ski
Race Secondary Champions 2019!!
In December 2018 we
raised money for
‘Brake’ (the road safety charity) and we
have raised over £300 for them during our
various events. We collected money at the
school production and ran a fun quiz for lower
school to name just a few.
Alongside the charity work we have given each
year group a project to tackle to improve aspects of school life. Year 7s have started to
collect lots of cardboard boxes in order to
introduce a pen
recycling scheme.
We hope to begin
this in the summer
term and for it to
be an on-going
project. The Year
8s have assembled ideas for more fundraising
and Year 9 and 10 have looked into other areas
of the school such as PSHEE and the Options
process. The Year 11s have been the foundation for these projects and have taken the lead
in organising or supporting each of them.
We look forward to several of these exciting
projects continuing in the near future, such as
he pen boxes, and the conclusion of others. We
have some fundraising coming up early in the
summer term that is based around allergy
awareness so please keep an eye out for this
and do everything you can to help promote and
raise money for it.
Finally we would like to express our gratitude
to the Year 11 school councillors - Alex, Sammy and Holly have revolutionised the student
council and have done a huge amount for the
school. They are amazing and destined for
great things. We wish them all the luck for their
GCSEs which they are preparing to take.

We had a great day on Saturday at the Schools Ski Race at The John
Nike Ski Centre, Bracknell.
Twelve Primary teams and eleven Secondary teams took part.
The team raced well with two category medals as well as overall
Secondary Champions out of a field of 11 Secondary teams.
Well done to all who took part and congratulations to..…
Corey Sarin - 3rd (Year 7, 8, 9 Male category)
Ellie Hardy - 1st (Year 10 and above Female category)
and the Secondary School Team Trophy…….
Ellie Hardy Yr 12
Corey Sarin Yr 9
Andrew Allan Yr 7
Thomas Nance Yr 7

Congratulations to our entrepreneur team who came joint 1st with their
Young Enterprise product Succinct.
Succinct is a small, tidy recipe box called ‘Rox’ that consists of 60 cards,
most of which hold the recipe to a delicious drink, including smoothies,
protein shakes and more. All of their recipes are health based. The team
are currently working on a company report and preparing for the
Young.Enterprise showcase. Exciting times ahead for team @ye.succinct
Well done team.
You can buy your very own Rox and make delicious, healthy drinks…..
www.mystudentcompany.com/YEMarketPlaceUK/Company/Succinct

The spring term is the shortest of the Academic Year, but still
packed with PTA events.
Last year we entered the
, with the aim of securing funds for another fund: the
bike shed. Voting ended on 31st January and we were
to see Edgbarrow finished first of the three causes. Overall, we
secured
from the £1,000 on offer. A big thank to all the
Bracknell Forest Council residents that donated recycle points
to make this happen.
: I am sure that all the students,
parents and carers that attended the careers convention on 7th
March would agree that it was a valuable event that positively
buzzed with energy. This was the
main PTA event of the term and required a good deal of effort to arrange, both to invite the many
companies and organisations represented (there were 65 there on the
night), to catering and managing the
event on the evening. A special thank
you goes to Karen Robinson, Edgbarrow Careers Manager, for all the support on making this event such a great
success.
went very well and raised
.
The
It took place after the admission confirmations for the school
for next year were communicated and we were able to network with current Year 6 parents. A reminder that uniform
item donations can be taken to the school reception at any
time, to replenish our stocks. A particular thank you goes to
Sally Capaldi who has managed the Uniform sales for the past
5 years or more. Sally is stepping down for a well-deserved
break and was presented with flowers and champagne as a
‘thank you’ from all on the PTA and School team.
Helen Thompson and Claire Welch have very kindly volunteered to take over (with some coaching from Sally!) and will
be managing the uniform sales going forward. The school have
helped by giving us access to an excellent new storage cupboard (uniforms take space!), and the next Sale will be at the
‘Meet the Tutor’ evening for new Year 7
parents on
Thank you to the
enthusiastic volunteers that picked up rollers
and garden tools during the Painting and
Gardening half day on 2nd March and made
such a difference to the appearance of the
Sixth Form building. Great team spirit is at
@EdgbarrowSchool
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the heart of this type of event, saving lots of £££s for the
school - the PTA catering volunteers always receive compliments for the sausage and bacon butties available to fuel the
hungry workers. An added highlight for those attending was
a tour by Mr Matthews showing the areas due to have
replacement school buildings and explaining more about the
project.
The
held on 22nd March was packed as always
(a big thank you to Malcolm and Dawn for the Quiz questions). We raised £1,200. Competition was fierce as always,
with top three teams being: 1) Universally Challenges, 2)
Ignorance is Bliss and 3) Blind Leading the Blind (we really
must have a new prize for best team name!)
As always, thank you to all the volunteers that dedicate their
time to help and support events during this term, without
them events would not be as successful (and fun) as they
are!
I wanted to return to this topic, because
thanks to the proactivity of Chris (our treasurers’ husband)
we have been able to boost the income from the Autumn
Christmas Quiz by an amazing £2,484 Chris realised he
could easily apply for match funding from his employer
Microsoft, via one of our funding partners Benevity. Benevity work with hundreds of companies- including Samsung,
SAP, Microsoft, Honda, ADP, Apple, Coca-Cola Prudential,
Astra Zeneca and many others. If you work for a company,
why not just ask if they have a March Funding / Donation
marching scheme – many do, at no cost to you. All you
need to do is take part in a PTA event, and the company will
match some or all of the funds raised. If just a few more
parents took part in this, I believe we can double the funds
raised for the school!
Contact pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
We continue to support the School in
several ways, from paying the rental on the School Minibus
to providing nearly £5,000 in funding for the ‘
software that helps the sixth formers through the application process for university and apprenticeship schemes. At
the most recent PTA meeting we agreed to fund samples
for potential new dining tables to replace worn out equip-
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ment in the school hall and make it easier for students to eat their lunch inside.
We are already preparing for the Summer term and beyond, all our events are posted in the Edgbarrow
School Official Facebook page and Twitter and shared in the Edgbarrow group year FB pages. Please do come along to
any event and feel free to get involved.
The next PTA meeting is on the 14th of May, at the Main School Reception. Everyone welcome!
See below for some of the ways you can help the PTA to raise funds for the school:
Many companies match charitable work or donations
their employees make. If you donate to the School (via
JustGiving) or help in a PTA fundraising activity, just a
short conversation at work could DOUBLE the value.
2 FREE to use sites, that make a small PTA donation
via many major stores.
when you
A voluntary donation to support the school’s high standards of progress and attainment.
From all on the PTA team…Happy Easter!

Rosemary Smith & Co
SOLICITORS
Based in Crowthorne on the High Street (opposite Lidl) Rosemary Smith &
Co. solicitors provide a comprehensive range of legal services covering
divorce and related matters, co-habitation disputes, children act matters,
conveyancing (both commercial and residential) wills, probate, trusts,
lasting power of attorney, deputyship orders, business advice and employee
settlement agreements. Whatever your legal requirements, get in touch
with us today.

Telephone:

01344 777441

E-mail:

law@rosemarysmithandco.com
www.rosemarysmithandco.com

Year 10 News
Head of Year : M Jackson
The term has flown by, it only seems the other day that I was writing my piece for the autumn term newsletter and here
we are at Easter. What an incredibly busy term! Year 10 have been busy with interviews, mock exams, coursework, trips,
fixtures, recitals, as well as some of the students preparing for their first GCSE/BTEC exams in May of this year. I have
been extremely proud of the way the year group has coped with the challenge of Key Stage 4 and the added pressure of
exams.
Attendance is currently 96.96% across the whole year group which is magnificent and helps us as class room teachers so
much when the pupils are present in the lessons for their learning. Thank you for your help and support in achieving this.
Parents evening was busy with lots of positive conversation and it was so pleasing to see so many of you there supporting
your children at this important time. Thank you. It has been a pleasure to read the grade reports and see how hard the vast
majority of students are working in all areas of the curriculum. We celebrated this in our end of term assembly with the
year group and it was lovely to see and hear so many recognised by their classroom teachers. Well done to all.
On a slightly different tack, a small but very dedicated team of Year 10 pupils have been helpers and worked hard all year
at Parents evening, providing teas and coffees for staff and parents alike. Well done to all involved with this effort.
This term in our PSHEE lessons we have been discussing the world of work and preparing the students in readiness for
applying for jobs. The tutor team have also worked very hard in helping the students write CVs that make them stand out,
preparing them for the interview and giving guidance on how to present in an interview situation. The pupils must be
congratulated on how well they have responded to this. Our panel of businessmen and women who conducted the mock
interviews were very impressed with the quality of answers and how well they presented themselves. These skills will be
invaluable to the students when they start applying for college, sixth form and employment in the not so distant future. The
tutors and I were all very proud to see them looking so smart and conducting themselves in such a mature manner.
As always the students have thrown themselves into extra-curricular opportunities and we have seen great participation in
many different events including the Music Concert, DofE, Maths challenge, football, badminton and netball fixtures. Thank
you to all the staff who give up their time to help organise and run these trips and events to give the students a well-rounded
education.
Thank you as always for your on-going support with regards to uniform, behaviour and work ethic which is, as always, key
to ensuring the students thrive here at Edgbarrow.
I wish you and your family a peaceful Easter, with plenty of rest and chocolate
eggs and I will look forward to working with you as we move into the Summer
term.

Caitlyn Crook – ‘I now know what direction I want to head in when I leave school’
Tea Atanasova – ‘Confirmed that I want to study and go to university for medical science and someday work as a
surgeon’
Bethan Cooper – ‘It opened my mind towards apprenticeships. I was informed of careers I didn’t know existed’
Oscar Williams – ‘With the information that the different companies gave me, I now know a bit about the different apprenticeships that I can take’
Alex Horgan – ‘It gave me a good idea as to what steps I should take in order to work in the areas I wanted to. It
also have me some ideas for work experience which I could use on my CV’

I am pleased to say that
the weather did not intervene this year and the
Careers Convention was
able to take place. Not
only did we have a record
number of exhibitors at
over 60, but also a record
number of students with
parent/carers as well, 675! We have received some fantastic
feedback from exhibitors, students and parent/carers. We
would like to thank everyone who
attended for making it such a successful event, and all the staff, PTA
volunteers and students who not only help on the night but come along
to make the most of the opportunity.
Our exhibitors always speak highly of
our students and comment on how
well prepared they are, and ready to
engage in conversations.

To celebrate National Careers and Apprenticeship week,
we held a number of assemblies focusing on ‘The World of
Work’. A representative from BCA spoke to Year 7s about
careers in Land, Horticulture and Floristry,
Year 8’s theme was
Computing, Technology
and Digital presented by
Microsoft; Year 9s
heard about careers in
Engineering from AWE.
Year 10’s theme was
‘Human Resources’
delivered by ‘CommVault’ and Year 11’s
‘Careers in Planning’
from Boyer Planning.
All of the presentations can be found on
the school website in the Careers and WRL area..
The majority of Year 10 have recently participated in a
mock interview as part of their Careers Programme. Students spent PSHEE lessons preparing as well as time during
registration. They prepared a CV for either a sixth form or
college place or an apprenticeship. Students choose which
of the options to apply for (they had examples of real
apprenticeships to choose between) or if they were looking
at the Sixth form/college route they were asked to research

which college course or A Levels/BTECs they were interested
in. They then participated in
a 30 minute interview with
volunteers from the local
business community and will
all receive detailed feedback
which hopefully will put
them in good stead for when
they have their first real interview.
We continue to run a business mentoring programme for Year
10 students, and have had some very positive results from the
programme. If anyone would like to volunteer or would like
some more information please do get in touch.
With the 2018 Careers Strategy increasing the emphasis on
work experience and encounters with employers and employees for all students we are pleased that our Year 12 work
experience programme is now into its third year and working
well. If any parent/carer is able to offer a work placement to
a student in Year 12 can you please contact the school at the
following email address:
businessengagement@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
Can I take this opportunity to remind you that there is a
wealth of information on the school website with regards to
careers, open days, work experience opportunities etc. and
encourage you to signpost students towards this information.
In particular students who are looking at the apprenticeship
route will find that many large companies will be opening their
recruitment process soon.
We continue to have an impartial careers advisor in school
once a week to support our students in making the best
possible choices. We offer 1-2-1 and group workshops, focusing on Year 11s, but there are also opportunities for students
in other year groups. An Adviza PA is also available at some
Parents Evenings to provide support during transitions.
We also have an Edgbarrow Careers twitter account, where
we share information on open days, job opportunities, apprenticeships etc, so please do encourage students to use this
as an additional source of information.
We are always on the lookout for volunteers to support our
Careers Programme, this could be assemblies, workshops,
workplace visits, mentoring or interviewing, if anyone does
feel they are able to contribute please do
get in touch on the following email:karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Intermediate Maths Challenge Results
On 7th February our top set maths students in years 9, 10 and 11 sat the UKMT maths challenge. This is a national competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different areas of mathematics.
Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

Fredrick Smith
Vanya Savochkin
Thomas Opalka
Samuel Huelin
Ellie Killner
William Vizer-Allen
Samuel Goddard
Mackenzie Capaldi
Jake Booty
Zachary Thomas
Madeline Crouch
Bobby Harris
Cameron Brunel-Walker
Daisy Coulthard
Isobel Summersell
Liam Butler
Hency Laxmicant
Lerato Mokhothu

Alex Pottie
Kari Mietle
Riona Nothard
Rebecca Mclellan

Jack Dyson
Justin Crotaz
Jonathan Ashenden
Bethan Cooper
Amelie Hennings
Amy Clark

Samuel Cooper
Adam Cox

Zak Crean
Suzanne Perry
Jorja Abel
Lucy Reeves
Sam Remedios
Sahib Dhillon
Rosemary Purvis
Maisie Horne

Joel Trainer Year 10 also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’ and scored enough points to be entered into the
Hamilton round of the challenge. He sat this on 21st March. I will let you know how he got on in the next issue.
Pupils in italics from Years 9, 10 and 11 scored enough points to be entered into the Kangaroo round of the maths challenge
on 21st March. I will let you know how they get on in the next issue.

Year 10 Maths Feast
We won every round and so were crowned overall winners!!!
On Wednesday 27th February, four of our Year 10 students took part in the Maths Feast which we
hosted again this year. This was organised by the Advanced Maths Support Programme and was an
opportunity for 13 teams of Year 10 students in local and surrounding areas to compete against each
other. The team consisted of Joel Trainer, James Gilbert, Riona Nothard and Rebecca Mclellan. The
feast contained 4 ‘courses’. The Starter was a ‘Merry-go-round’ which involved students working on
their own to answer questions for 5 minutes and then their answers got passed on to the person on
their left and they all had 4 minutes to attempt any unanswered questions or check answers already
completed, then they passed on again and again (with the time reducing each go) until finally they had
@EdgbarrowSchool
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1 minute to check over all of them as a team before handing in for marking;
the Main course was a comprehension round where each pair was given 3
minutes to read through information about networks and how to find a
minimum spanning tree (one pair was given the method of Prim’s algorithm
and the other pair the method of Kruskal’s algorithm) and they were then
given 17 minutes to answer some questions using the information material
to help. Dessert was the problem solving round where students had to
calculate or estimate answers and state whether the answer was higher or
lower than their previous answer. The final round (Petit Fours) was a relay
round where the team had to work in pairs and the answer one pair got
became the starting point for the next question. Congratulations to our team.

Year 8 and 9 Team Challenge
On Friday 8th March a team of two Year 8 and two Year 9 students competed in the UKMT Junior team maths challenge
being held at Highdown School in Reading. Maisie Horne, Tom Pearce, Rebecca Singleton and Eddie Jourdan were
selected to represent Edgbarrow School and battle it out against 28 schools from all over Berkshire and the surrounding
area. We came 22nd; the team fought valiantly and a good time was had by all.
The maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities so far this
year and congratulate those that will be receiving certificates.
Well done!

Upcoming events
The Junior maths challenge for top set students in Years 7 and 8 is to be held on 30th April.

Seneca Learning
All students and teachers now have free access to Seneca - a revision
and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca is an
interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app covers
150+ exam board specific courses condensing what students need
to know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps in
learning. For instance, when you get a question wrong, the platform will repeat the topic in different formats
and their smart algorithm has proven to make students remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally free for
students, teacher and parents. You can sign up via senecalearning.com.

Learn touch typing online using Typing Club’s
free typing courses. It includes 650 typing
games, typing tests and videos.
www.typingclub.com

Firstly we’d like to say a great big ‘THANK YOU!’ to all of you who have already donated to our
Scheme. We have been overwhelmed by the response and really appreciate all of the lovely new books that we have
received already.
If you haven’t seen the notification, we have set up a scheme for
parents/carers/grandparents/aunts/uncles/anyone who would like to to perhaps consider
donating a book to the library in honour of a student’s birthday. It is really easy to do and
the books get delivered straight to the school. Just click on this link , select a book that you’d
like to donate, pay in the usual way and have it sent to the school address which has been
already set up (it will say Mrs T Britton, who is the school’s finance officer). If you add a note
in the ‘gift options’ section with your child’s name we can then add a bookplate in the book
when it arrives.
There is a wide selection of books to choose from and any additions will help to either
replace old stock or provide us with books that would be too expensive for us to justify
buying, all donations are very gratefully received.
This term we also launched our new reading challenge . We wanted to make sure our
challenge was accessible to all this year so we have set students a challenge to see how many different genres they can
read from now until the end of the school year. There are no restrictions on which books are eligible so should suit
students of all reading abilities. Prizes will be given to those students who manage to read 4, 6 and 10 different genres
within that time. Please feel free to encourage your child to take part, they can collect a record sheet from the library at
any time.

On Friday 15th March we had a non-uniform day for all students in support of Comic Relief. As a school we always support
this fantastic fundraiser. Students can also took part in a ‘Guess the staff character’ competition which staff enjoyed dressing
up for. Thank you to everyone who helped raise an amazing £1,175,06.

Year 11
Head of Year : E McClatchie
I cannot believe we are nearly at the end of another term!
I continue to be extremely impressed with the enthusiasm, hard work and dedication I see from so many of the Year 11s on
a day to day basis. As we approach the final phase of our time together, the year group continues to support each other
develop and in their ability to cope and produce their best. A large number of the students are remaining in school beyond
3.20pm to complete coursework, attend revision sessions and stay for private study. I am delighted that students are taking
this responsibility for their learning and I am sure that this hard work will pay off in the summer exams. This term alone, the
students have completed large sections of their coursework for PE, RM, Graphics, Hospitality & Catering, IT, Business,
Drama, Art, Photography and Music. They have worked so hard with all of these, adding a real boost to their summer results.
The Year Book and Prom committees are finding time to work on ensuring we have fantastic end to Year 11. I am delighted
to see Year 11s still managing to represent the school in sporting teams and music concerts, despite the demands of their
studies. This balance of work with the other things they enjoy is an important part of keeping them engaged and working hard.
The Easter holiday is a crucial time for the Year 11 students to prepare for the exams. As you know we have spent a lot of
time helping the students to plan revision timetables, develop revision strategies and identify areas that they need to work on.
It is essential that the students revise regularly over the holiday, using a variety of techniques and I would be grateful for your
support in encouraging this. We are reminding the students to focus on Mr Burges’ motto of “20 minutes blocks of intense
and focused revision” which has been proven to be a successful way to revise. It is of course, very important that they also
have a break and enjoy some rest and relaxation to ensure that they are fit and healthy when they return after the Easter
holiday, especially as for some students it will be only a couple of weeks before their first exam!
The school website has resources from individual departments to aid revision and to help you support your son or daughter.
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/parents/gcse-revision-information/
Thank you for your continued support. As I have always said, the combination of home and school working closely together,
is the best way to support our students. This has never been more important than now as we move towards final exams
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful Easter
and a happy and enjoyable break with your families.

Sixth Form
Head of Year : T Evans
Firstly, a massive thank you to our generous PTA who have kindly funded three years’ worth of subscription to Unifrog. This
online resource has become a key part of our work with students as they explore post-Sixth Form choices – both university
and apprenticeship. We will be getting started with Year 12 after Easter.
We have had a particularly varied and busy PSHEE programme over the last few weeks with visits/presentations from our
local MP Dr Philip Lee, NHS organ donation information, alcohol awareness, apprenticeships, managing personal finances
and revision management. We have also had information evenings on Student Finance and revision. We hope the students will
have gained insight and understanding in an array of real-life situations beyond school.
The students have been busy with their studies as both year groups have had internal exam weeks this term, as well as
externally-assessed exams in Vocational Level 3 courses. We are now building up to the final exam season and an everdecreasing number of regular school days left before they start in earnest! Year 13 Leavers’ Day will be on Friday 10th May
and will entail a final assembly and the traditional and much-loved BBQ. We no longer mark this event as the start of study
leave, as students and teachers benefit from lessons continuing throughout the period until the final exams have taken place
in their subjects. We wish them all the best with their preparations over the Easter break and into next term.
We also mark this period as the handover from our existing Student Leadership Team to our new Team, who will be in place
for the next twelve months. We must add our own thanks to Mr Matthews’ thanks in his newsletter. Milly Del-Nevo , Anna
Witchell, Tim Sinclair, Sarah Wilson, Vivienne Gardner-McTaggart, Rhys Pullen, Lia Butterworth, Isaac Igbokwe, Nicole Ngugi
and Hessan Zaman can now step back and reflect on their successes and achievements this year and enjoy their final event –
the Prom – plus their yearbooks and hoodies, which all take a great deal of their time to organise. Well done team.
Some of our team members have shared some of their memories with us and, as a whole, would probably agree they have
all learned a great deal about themselves and the responsible role they undertook, and can be rightly proud. Business and
finance skills are necessary for running the tuck shop at sports day and the sponsored walk. A drive for re-cycling and eco
friendliness has also been started and the new team will pick up the baton with that. Information on current affairs is also now
accessible on our big TV screen.
Congratulations to all those who put themselves forward for the new team - we had a superb field of candidates for the
hustings, and a warm welcome to our new team: Charlotte Harding, Marianne Keen, Alicia Fitzwilliams, Juliette Sautelle,
Georgia Sherman and Georgina Norton. Our Senior Leaders are Jessica Pandya and Struan Hancock. We look forward to the
next twelve months.
We hope that our students get a good rest during this break as well as preparing for their exams, which is stressful but will be
worth it!
With our very best wishes.

All students in Years 10-13 should have received their timetables; please ensure that your son/daughter checks this
timetable carefully as it is their responsibility to arrive on time for the exams. Students with an exam clash will have
received a letter explaining what will happen on the day.
Please remind your son/daughter to bring all the equipment they need for their exams e.g. black pens and calculators!
I would like to wish all students the best of luck in their exams, and remind them that the exam team are here to help.
If they have any questions or concern about their timetable or the exams in general, then please ask them to come to
the Exams Office.

PE Department
We have had another busy term in PE. The girl’s focus this term has been Netball and Cricket. The boy’s focus has been
Football. Still have a few games to play before we know our final league positions.
We have played all our league games and are waiting on final league positions. We have also had lots of friendly fixtures
against schools. Current League Results:
Lost 19-3
Won a: 11-5, b: 11-2

Win 19-3
Win 21-2

Lost 15-20
Win 25-3

Win 31-10
Win 17-3

Win 12-8
Win 17-3

Lost 20-5

Win 30-7

Win 17-16
Win 23-1
Win 28-1

Lost
Lost 6-4

Lost 15-8

2nd

3rd in plate

We have had 2 teams representing us in the Indoor Cricket
Competition this term. With a regular 25 girls turning up every
Thursday for training singing away to excellent musical choices,
the Cricket has taken a huge surge and I am beyond delighted.
The U15s had a tough game against Charters and lost by a few
runs, but then brought it back with a solid win against Kings.
The U13s have dominated their league winning in style every
game. Our bowling and batting really shining through. The girls
have made it through to the finals, and we will be playing that in
the next few weeks. Long may girls cricket thrive. Watch out
for summer cricket.

This was our most successful year ever with many pupils having
top 16 finish positions at the Berkshire
Schools Cross Country. Pupils who finish
in the top 16 qualify for a inter counties
event (apart from Year 7). The pupils
were: Erin Ackroyd, Nathan Rollins (silver
medal), Amy Sinclair, Josh Alexander,
Charlie Borgnis, Lucy Hall, Callum Broadbent, Max Stevens (bronze) Elena Jones,
Max Borgnis and Oli Hall.
A huge congratulations to Max Borgnis,
Max Stevenson, Oli Hall, Charlie Borgnis
and Josh Alexander who went on to
qualify for the all England Schools Cross Country in Leeds.

This year we have a great squad of players and we were able to
enter 2 teams into the Bracknell Forest NAK competition. The
games were tight and the final leader board resulted in the
Edgbarrow A squad with a bronze medal. The Boccia team was
very successful this year, they qualified for the Berkshire school
games and won gold! A huge well done to Trinity Jackson, Jude
Low and Jack Williams.
@EdgbarrowSchool
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The Edgbarrow Badminton Teams consisting of Lucy
Bamford, Elise Kesken, Amelia Sheffield, Clodagh Farrell,
Anna Couchi, Jacob Sheffield, Callum Vallance, Sam Goddard, Nick Bean and Bobby Harris took part in the Berkshire County Finals at Bohunt School.
The standard of badminton at this year’s event was extremely high especially on the boys side. There were six
England U16 players entered in this event, so the boys
were a little intimidated at first. However after a bit of
encouragement and a chat, where I pointed out to them
that even getting 5 points against an England international
player was a great achievement, they played some very
good games and even managed to win one or two. I’m
sure in years to come that they will look back and be
proud that they had the chance to play against international players.
The girls did very well playing against some strong teams
from the private schools, who also had a couple of England
players and eventually finished 4th overall.

I have had the delight of being asked to take the Year 7
football team which I have thoroughly enjoyed. The dedication to turn up and eagerness to play and train has been
ever present in this group of boys. We have played 3
league games so far, drawing two and losing one in very
harsh snowy conditions (that’s not to blame). Our cup run
continues after a tightly contested game between Denefield where we ended up going through on penalties and a
goal of the season from Harrison Guy. It’s been great to
coach the boys and get to know them in my first year at
Edgbarrow as a staff member! Hopefully we can bring
some silverware home adding to the trophy cabinet.
Enjoy your Easter break.
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk
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There were a lot of boys at the practice sessions, which was
good to see, but unfortunately we can only pick 11 players
and 3 subs for the games, so quite a few boys missed out.
In the first round of the County Cup we came up against a
very good team from Newbury and despite a closer game
than the scoreline suggests, we eventually lost the game 5 – 0
which meant we were out of the cup in the first round. This
team is now in the final and expected to win it, so we were
very unlucky to draw them so early.
In the League competition we have done a bit better winning
2, drawing 2 and losing 1
The star players have been Josh Kaupilla in defence, who
reads the game very well and keeps the rest of the defence
organised. Rufus Boardman who is a very strong at left back
and rarely lets the opposition winger in the game and Seb
Hewitt, who has played midfield and striker and scored goals
from both positions, with a hat trick in the last game.
I would like to thank all the boys involved for their efforts and
hopefully we can go a bit further in the cup next year

The Year 9s have had a very successful season making it to the
semi-finals of the county cup (still to be played). In this
competition they have played some difficult opposition but
grounded out really good results with strong defensive displays and clinical attacking plays. The league has been a bit
more challenging due to the cup taking priority but they have
made steady progress in this.
The stand out team performance was the game against St
Crispins in which Alex Hall scored an early goal and then
Crispins attacked for the majority of the rest of the match.
The team showed great resilience and teamwork in putting
on a very mature defensive display. Sam Field-Maziere making
4 or 5 crucial and match winning saves.
The individual stand out performances have been Alex Hall
with 4 goals in one game and Alex Gleeson’s solid defensive
play.
Good luck in the next round year 9!

Again, another successful cup run sees the boys in the quarter
finals (still waiting to be played). The games played this year
have been more challenging with tougher competition but the
boys have risen to the challenge well. Starting with a tough
2-1 win vs Furze Platt and then a good result on a snowy day
vs Maiden Erlegh. The boys were given a tough task against
Charters but responded very well against Garth.
Stand out team performance was against Garth in the last
round of the cup, weather conditions difficult but the boys
overcame a comeback from Garth.
The stand out individual performance come from Ben Mihell,
for his tireless work in the centre of midfield.
Good luck in the next round Year 10!

The Year 11 boys have had a lot of success so far this season.
In the league they have beaten Sandhurst after a fantastic free
kick from Harvey Collins but lost narrowly to Brakenhale

away 2-1. They are playing Ranelagh this week in the league
and then have 2 further games to prove themselves. It has
been in the cup where the boys have seen the most success.
They won their first round game against Westfield School in
Slough. It was an extremely close game ending at 1-1 at full
time. This then went to extra time which finished 3-3 after an
equaliser from Edgbarrow in the final second of the game.
The game finished with an exciting sudden death penalty
shoot out which Edgbarrow managed to hold their nerve and
win 4-3. In the second round of the Cup, Harvey Batting
managed to work his magic once again along with some
further outstanding corners from Jamie Morant to help the
boys win getting them into the third round (quarter finals).
The boys work incredibly hard as a team and it is nice to see
how supportive they are of each other. They do themselves
and the school proud and I look forward to seeing how they
get on with the rest of the league and cup. Keep it up!

Interform
Winners = 7U
2nd
= 7V
3rd
= 7Q
4th
= 7T
5th
= 7S
6th
= 7R
7th
= 7P

Winners = 7V
2nd
= 7Q
3rd
= 7S
4th
= 7U
5th
= 7P
6th
= 7T
7th
= 7R

Winners = 8S
2nd
= 8P
3rd
= 8R
4th
= 8Q
5th
= 8T
6th
= 8U
7th
= 8V

Winners = 8Q
2nd
= 8U
3rd
= 8T
4th
= 8P
5th
= 8R
6th
= 8S
7th
= 8V

Winners = 9Q
2nd
= 9P
3rd
= 9S
4th
= 9R
5th
= 9U
6th
= 9T
7th
= 9V
8th
= 9W

Winners = 9P
2nd
= 9V
3rd
= 9S
4th
= 9R
5th
= 9T
6th
= 9W
7th
= 9Q
8th
= 9U

Subject Ambassadors
This year we have appointed 4 pupils to take on the role of
Student Subject Ambassadors within PE. They are Sophie
Gardner, Dane Grundlingh, Millie Dethick and Amy Sinclair.
They have been tasked with helping us to develop as a
department and expand our rewards system in PE to include
badges for high performers and those that attend extracurricular clubs (watch this space!). Over the space of the next
term they are also going to undertake some lesson observations within the department and demonstrate their maturity
and understanding of how we teach PE at Edgbarrow. Finally,

they have been working on creating some notice boards for us on a variety of themes that they feel are important to them,
and particularly highlighting our use of social media and our pupils who excel in sport outside of school.

Young Sports Ambassador
This year Edgbarrow PE department has been lucky enough to have Sam Day, Ella Harris, Charlie Hart and Lauren
Wakeman representing them as young sports ambassadors. So far the group have attended lots of training days where they
have learnt how to plan and run clubs, promote sport and run the Berkshire school games events. They are hoping to put
these new skills into use firstly through helping start up a new club within the school to push sport in the young ages, so
look out for this one! Next week the group will be helping to run the Berkshire school sports event at Bisham Abbey which
should be an excellent experience for them helping them to promote sports and run competitions. I am sure they will do
the school proud. The team have been a pleasure to work with and we really appreciate everything they are doing for the
school, Well done!

Arkwright Scholarship Application
This year some of our Year 11 students put themselves forward and applied for the Arkwright Scholarship Scheme.
Arkwright’s focus is to identify and nurture future leaders in Engineering and related areas of Design Technology.
Candidates with a desire to be considered must intend to stay at school or sixth form college to study A Levels, BTEC
Level 3 Diploma/Extended Diploma and should be planning to study Maths to A Level. If candidates are successful then
they will be paired with a mentor (a professional engineer), given enrichment opportunities by partner companies,
universities or trade associations, be given financial help during their A levels and then a scholarship worth £12,000
over the duration of their undergraduate degree.
The process is rigorous with students completing a comprehensive application form and sitting an external published
exam. Successful candidates at this stage, if they pass, get invited for interview at a top university.
We are extremely proud of the year 11 students who put themselves forward. They worked extremely hard,
impressing outside associations when visiting and making me proud of their achievements and commitment.
The students involved were:
Jaya Bhandal
Olly Paine
Zac Thomas
Fred Smith
Josh Evans
During feedback all students were mentioned and scored well in their application forms and were of a quality
Arkwright would expect of interviewees.
I would like to congratulate and wish Zac Thomas every success with his interview during Easter in the next stage of
the process. Good Luck Zac.
Lastly I would like to take this opportunity to promote the Arkwright Scholarship and if any current Year 10 students
are interested in applying next year then please let me know. caroline.pashen@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Please remember……
Support for Service Children
If you would like to see if you are entitled, please
select this
to apply.
The form can also be completed online by
visiting

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they
are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and
they will be forwarded to the relevant member of
staff.

Service children are children with
one or more parents currently
serving in the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim
additional money for all Service
children on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years
after their parent has retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces,
please would you confirm that this is the case by
filling in the form which you access by selecting this
and returning it to school reception. Please
also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or
2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Thank you for your continued support. It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for
the use of your children in their education, therefore, please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.
Thank you for your support.
If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making your purchases through Easyfundraising or The
Giving Machine (select links to register). So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to easy fundraising first and
choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a free donation (average of
5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA.

Please see the links below for updated information
on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.
●
●
●

@EdgbarrowSchool
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We will be publishing a termly newsletter with
information about SMSC and the following term’s
PSHEE curriculum. This will give you an insight into
what your children are accessing, but also enables
you to have important conversations with your child
on pertinent and emerging
topics, as they progress
through the year. You can
read our first issue here.

www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

@edgbarrowofficial
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Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can
efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal
property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities
and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur. By agreeing that
your child may participate in the
activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this
respect.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2019 - 2020
For further Term Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/termdates/

Spring Term 2019
Last Day of Term

Friday 5th April (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2019
Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 23rd April

Start of Term

Wednesday 24th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 6th May

Half Term

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May

Last Day of Term

Friday 19th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July

Autumn Term 2019
Teacher Training Days

Monday 2nd September and Tuesday 3rd September

Start of Term

Wednesday 4th September

Half Term

Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November

Last Day of Term

Thursday 19th December

Spring Term 2020
Start of Term

Monday 6th January

Half Term

Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020

Last Day of Term

Friday 3rd April

Summer Term 2020
Teacher Training Day

Monday 20th April

Start of Term

Tuesday 21st April

Bank Holidays

4th May and 25th May

Half Term

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May

Last Day of Term

Friday 17th July

Teacher Training Days

Monday 20th July and Tuesday 21st July
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