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What a term!  I will keep my comments brief as I am sure you’ve had far too many communications from me over
the last 3 months.

The last few months have been incredibly busy with online learning, testing and the return to school.
This newsletter gives us a chance to celebrate some of the successes and achievements that the students have
made even in the most challenging of circumstances.

The students have returned to school keen and ready to go and I am delighted to report that attendance has been
brilliant and above our normal pattern for this time of year.

We have been able to restore some practicals and been able to set for some Key Stage 3 groups as we try to return
to a more normal pattern of education.

Our exam year groups have also been brilliant.  Having to cope with an ever-changing situation and uncertainty is
tough but they are working hard towards a good set of outcomes.

Over the next half-term we are having to make some adjustments to our assessment schedule, this is to free staff
up to complete the work normally undertaken by the exam boards for Year 11 and 13.  This means assessment
weeks may be slightly delayed for other year groups; we will issue further details after the Easter break.

We have included some images of the re-build project.  I am pleased to report that the building programme is still
on schedule and we hope to have access in September.  Again, huge thanks to all those who helped with the
fundraising drive, this is allowing us to provide a full set of new furniture to the block.  Inevitably, we move on to
the next round of fundraising to improve the playground spaces with a shelter, outdoor seating and tree planting.
It really should be an exciting moment to see students using these new, modern spaces that will significantly
enhance the experience for the whole school community.

With very best wishes for a healthy and restful Easter break.



Head of Year:  Miss Kadodia

Year 7 News
What a term for Year 7! Having only been here for a term they
were back at home for another, but the tutors and I have been
completely blown away by the resilience, determination and
hard work every student has put into their learning. We con-
sistently had some incredible online attendance figures, and
staff often commented on how much they enjoyed their online
lessons with Year 7 due to their engagement and enthusiasm.

For me personally, a highlight of this term has been the Friday
morning assemblies we held every week via Google classroom.
Each week we had almost a full house, pupils would greet us
and say hi via the chat and would leave with the same conta-
gious happiness. Every week Year 7 were set a weekend
challenge and these ranged from a kindness challenge to a
baking challenge, to an active challenge, and they were gracious
enough to send me photos and evidence of these. A few
notable highlights: Evie Turkington’s ‘corgie bum’ bakes bought
a smile to all of our faces; Georgia Beasley
ended up with her wellies in a tree which
made a great ‘where my wellies went’
photo, and Adam Kim created a fantastic
dress-up to celebrate World Book Day.
However, every single photo and story we received was amaz-
ing and I couldn’t be more grateful to Year 7 for embracing the
challenges I set, making us laugh and taking what was a difficult
term in their stride.
As well as weekend challenges we also celebrated those that
had worked exceptionally hard during the week with our
coveted Lockdown Legend award. Each tutor picked a legend
of the week as well as myself and Mrs Petri. It says it all that we
struggled to only pick one person each week as there were so
many standout performances from Year 7 week in and week
out, so a huge well done to all of those that received an award.
I would also like to say well done to those students who have
been in school since the start of lockdown for a variety of
reasons.  School just isn’t the same without your friends here,
and knowing they are at home when you are not was difficult,
but you were fantastic and worked really hard.

Moving forward, we welcomed all of Year 7 back into school
following on from mass testing. Our attendance figures have
been great, and the pupils seemed excited to be here. A special
thank you from the Year 7 tutor team and me to everyone at
home for helping us to follow such a
successful online curriculum - whilst
battling with your own work, childcare
and many other circumstances. It did
not go unappreciated.

 Head of Year:  Mrs McClatchie

Year 8 News
We were delighted to welcome Year 8 back after this latest
lockdown. I have been really impressed with the ease with
which they have slotted straight back into school and the
enthusiasm they have displayed in their lessons and around
school generally. They have also enjoyed the opportunity to
spend time with friends and peers in person and no longer on
a screen.

Year 8 demonstrated exceptional resilience, flexibility and
determination when in January they had to adapt to online
learning and live lessons overnight. Staff were delighted with
the work they produced during this period and also their
readiness to engage in lessons. I thoroughly enjoyed our
weekly Lockdown Legend Assemblies where we were able
to acknowledge and praise so many pupils who were doing
so well during this time. We were delighted that so many
were able to share photos of themselves as they got involved
in our weekly challenges!

Ducklas our giant rubber bath duck and year
group mascot, particularly enjoyed his weekly
escapes from the monotony of sitting in my
office to his visits to the homes of my lockdown
legends!

As we try to slowly take steps back to some sort
of normality, it has been great to see a large
number of Year 8s attending PE clubs after
school on a Wednesday. I hope this will be able
to expand after Easter and more pupils will
come and take advantage of the activities on
offer here.
Throughout this term we have continued to
hold our Interform quiz and the winner this
term is  8U.  Well done!

We have also held interform Rugby and Football competi-
tions this week, with all the year group being involved in their
PE lessons. These competitions have been tightly contested
but with an excellent sporting attitude and atmosphere.

I would like to thank parents for your continued support
during these challenging times. Please can I ask that you
continue to ensure your child arrives at school on time,
appropriately dressed, with the equipment needed for the
day. I realise that there have been a few issues with uniform
since the return after lockdown but would ask, with the
shops reopening, that all pupils are in full school uniform after
Easter.
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Absence Reporting

Minutes late
per day

Equates to days of
teaching lost in

ONE year

Which equals this
number of lessons

missed
5 mins 3½ Days 17 Lessons

10 mins 7 Days 35 Lessons

15 mins 10½ Days 52 Lessons

20 mins 14 Days 70 Lessons

30 mins 21 Days 104 Lessons

Attendance Matters

Attendance
during ONE
school year

Equates to days
absent

Which is
approximately

Which means
the number of
lessons missed

94% 10 Days 2 Weeks 50 Lessons

90% 19 Days 4 Weeks 100 Lessons

85% 29 Days 6 Weeks 150 Lessons

80% 38 Days 8 Weeks 200 Lessons

75% 48 Days 10 Weeks 250 Lessons

70% 57 Days 11½ Weeks 290 Lessons

65% 67 Days 13½ Weeks 340 Lessons

Greater than 95% Attendance 77% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 95%

Less than 90% Attendance 43% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 90%

Less than 80% Attendance 32% of pupils achieved at least 5 GCSEs, including Maths and English, when attended more than 80%

Source: Department of Education

In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before 8.30am ON EACH DAY OF
ABSENCE if a student is going to be away.  If your child has a medical appointment that interrupts their school day, please
ensure that we are made aware of this also.

The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the
telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff. The telephone
number is:  01344 467675, alternatively, please email the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk) on each day of absence.

If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system contact will be made with home.

If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The school
does have fully qualified First Aiders who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made with
the parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital, but
treatment cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent.  We respectfully ask that if your child has a minor ailment (e.g.
cold or cough) that they attempt a day in school.  Our school First Aid team will make contact with you to arrange for you
to collect your child if they feel that he/she is not well enough to be in school.  Alternatively, quiet spaces can be provided
for your child to work in.

  If any member of your household is required to have test, all members of the household must isolate

until a negative test is returned.  Please email absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk in this instance.

Permission will not be given for family holidays during term time.  Any request for Leave of Absence should be made using
the form on our website, (Leave of Absence Request Form) which is also available from Reception.  Any absence during term
time has a detrimental effect on learning and social interactions.  Students with poor attendance may be invited to an
Attendance Action Plan meeting or be required to provide medical evidence for any absence or appointment, in consultation
with the Education Welfare Service

It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.
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Head of Year:  Mr Dangerfield

Year 9 News
Welcome back and once again I would like to thank you all for
being so adaptable in such strange and difficult times. Over this
past term, you have had to make some important and, in some
cases, difficult decisions about the subjects you will be studying
next year. You all showed great maturity with the way you
handled the process which included a virtual options evening,
online parents evening, online taster lessons for new subjects
and online tutor meetings.  We have now got all options forms
in and Mrs Gascoigne will be working on next year’s timetable
over the next couple of months to confirm what subjects will
be running and what options each of you have got. Unfortu-
nately, this process does take time but I can assure you that
you will have your options confirmed before the summer
holidays.

Over lockdown, we as a school also adopted a more practical
approach to virtual learning with the majority of lessons being
done live over Google Classroom. Although this may not be
the same as being in the classroom we certainly saw an in-
crease in the quality of work in comparison to the last lock-
down. Every week I was being sent exceptional work in the
form of drama projects, artwork, English stories and that’s just
to name a few. We have now returned to school and are back
in the swing of things and I am delighted how you have all once
again just got on with it and got your heads down. I can
honestly say that the atmosphere around the year group at the
moment is extremely positive and it is a delight to sees so
many of you enjoying your time back in school.

As we have had to adapt to remote learning and had to stay at
home for the majority of the time over the past term, we have
been limited to the activities that we are able to do. One thing
we were able to promote during our ‘screen-free’ days was a
distance challenge which was set up to try and get everyone
out and active and away from the computer screens. We had
some incredible distances being recorded in the year group
with one member of the year group completing a half mara-
thon distance (over 13 miles) in under 2 hours. One other
member of the year group also took it upon himself to com-
plete some fundraising during lockdown for a local charity that
works with homeless people and
in particular young people out in
the cold. Jacob Lawford has now
raised over £800 for Centrepoint
and continues to donate each
month to this good cause. I believe his JustGiving page is still
accepting donations so if you wish to donate please select this
link.

Finally, I want to say happy holidays and I hope you all have a
wonderful Easter. I hope you get to spend some quality time
with friends and family with the easing of lockdown but please
do stay safe.  See you in on the 19th April - Week B.

 Head of Year:  Mr Jackson

Year 10 News
What an interesting term we have had since Christmas - 8
weeks of lockdown schooling with online teaching; 3 COVID
tests in school, to get us back in lessons and now 2 COVID
tests a week to help keep us in school.  Amongst all of that, we
have had to continue with lessons and learning online and now
back in the classroom.

Well done to all of you for your efforts in helping us to achieve
and manage what we have done. I am so proud of you as a year
group, for the way you have coped with online learning, the
battles with technology, Internet and getting the work done.

Now we are back in school, everyone I see and talk to is so
pleased to be back, teachers and pupils alike. It is so good to
have all the pupils back in school - well done Year 10 for getting
back into school and into lessons. Our attendance has been
brilliant in the last few weeks.

We appreciate that it has been a challenge being out of school
so much and now having to adjust back to classroom learning,
like coming back after a long summer holiday but without the
holiday as we have been working online.  As a school and as a
year team we are here to support you. In Year 10 we are very
lucky to have Tutors who have been with you since Year 7, Mr
Woolman, Mrs Meyer, Mr Heaslewood, Mr Johnson, Mr Gil-
land, Ms Catanach and Mrs Price - it is a great help that they
know you and support you day-to-day.  We have been joined
recently by Mrs Blake (Deputy Head of Year, along with Mrs
Price) and Mr Flower who has joined the team and just got on
with supporting and helping us right from the off. The tutor
team and I are there to support you all, please talk to us if you
need to. This also gives me a chance to say thank you to the
Tutor team for all the hard work and effort they put in for the
year group both in and out of school.

We were delighted in “lockdown” to celebrate students who
were working well and contributing to the extra challenges that
were set (often by the PE department).  As a year group, we
have decided that we would like to continue this going for-
ward, celebrating the great work and effort that is being shown
in the year group all the time. Watch out for more details!

In what has been a busy 3 weeks for us as we settle back into
schooling, we have also had an online parents evening . This is
a time for teachers, parents and pupils to discuss together how
we can best support the pupils moving forward towards the
important Key Stage 4 exams in Year 11.  I certainly enjoyed
meeting parents (albeit online) and celebrating students doing
well in my subject and being positive about the year ahead to
exams. I hope you too were able to enjoy parents evening and
celebrate the effort and hard work that your son or daughter
is making at this time.

Finally, I wish you a Happy Easter and an enjoyable holiday. I
look forward to working with you all in the summer term as we
continue our hard work at Key Stage 4.

(https://centrepoint.org.uk/donate/)
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jac0b-lawford?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jac0b-lawford&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=c265df0420624d7f9848afce9a1f664a




Despite the lockdown, I’m pleased to say the PTA has contin-
ued to be active, so Thank You to all those who participated
in the most recent Zoom PTA meeting in February.

We are delighted to report that we have been able to support
the school with significant donations, both from our PTA
reserves and new income, which means the new building, will
also have entirely new furniture and equipment throughout!

This has only possible with the help and support of some very
committed parents, who have been generous both with their
time, fundraising efforts, and donations. It is great to know that
as a result, the students and staff will be able to start fresh
using the new building, without having to move old and in
many cases broken furniture into the new classrooms.

Of course, with one major project completed, there is an
opportunity to plan and look at additional areas where we can
support and invest. One such new project which the school
has asked for our help with is raising money to build more
covered ‘outdoor’ areas, to enable the students to enjoy the
fresh air – but remain dry in break times. For high-quality
robust shelters, the cost is £25,000, so a significant sum, but an
investment that will provide daily benefit to the students for
years ahead.

We completed a Virtual Careers Evening on March 4th - a big
thank you to Jo Turner from the PTA team, who took on the
primary role of helping Karen Robinson, Edgbarrow School
Careers Manager and the school's website team, to organise a
fully virtual online version of our traditional event.
I know my son benefitted from understanding about the differ-
ent companies and opportunities and would recommend any
interested student (or parent) visit the site which remains a
valuable resource:
We do have other events planned, though of course fewer
than usual, until government guidelines allow. These Events
include:

 clothing recycling opportunity.
Collection will be on Monday, 14th June
S  date tbc.

We would like to remind everyone of the opportunities avail-
able to help the PTA or raise funds for the school.

any companies support their staff
by matching charitable work or projects they are involved in.
Some larger firms use 3rd party organisations such as Benivity,
Consiva or Ammado, to help them match fund (at no cost to

the employee). The PTA have agreements with all of these,
making it easy for you to donate money or simply time
(which your company can match with a financial donation).

: shop using www.smile.amazon.co.uk, select “Edg-
barrow School Parent Teacher Association” as your charity
of choice, and 0.5% of all eligible purchases will be donated
by Amazon to the PTA. There is NO COST to you for this,
and on Amazon, you shop as normal. You can set it up on
your Amazon Mobile app too.

You can also support the school across many other retailers
who give a small % of the purchase value back to the school.
To do so, sign up today on www.easyfundraising.org.uk
and/or www.thegivingmachine.co.uk.  There is no cost to
you and every penny adds up to more £s in the school fund.

If you would like to sponsor or donate equipment to the
new build, have contacts in industry or ideas about new
fundraising initiatives, please contact
pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

News about the PTA is published online - you can join our
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/edgbarrowschoolpta.
You will also see us on Twitter and the school’s PTA website
page.  Information is also shared on the Edgbarrow year
groups Facebook pages, or you can email us at any time.

With the hope of some traditional school activities returning
in the months ahead, we hope you’ll join us in helping
support our school while enjoying the company of other
like-minded parents.

Why not mark your diary with the next (virtual)
on 20th April 2021
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Head of Year:  Mrs Cooper

Year 11 News

What a delight it has been to be able to welcome the Year 11
students back to school at the beginning of March.  I am so
proud of how the students adapted to online learning during
lockdown but teachers and students alike appeared to be
keen to be back in the classroom and working together again.
It is wonderful to feel the positive attitude and excitement
around the school once more.

The vast majority of students have returned to us with a very
positive attitude and mature approach to their studies.  We
are living through very difficult times and it is great to see
them developing a resilience and determination to do their
best.  You will have received communications from Mr
Matthews regarding the Summer Assessments and we will
continue to update you as we receive information from the
Department for Education.  It is so important that students
have this opportunity to show the progress that they have
made and I would encourage all students to work hard
towards these.  Revision sessions are running after school
which students and parents have been notified about.

Throughout this busy time the Year 11 tutors have been a
source of support and guidance for the students.  Their care
and devotion to the students is essential in ensuring this is a
successful year for the individuals in their tutor groups and I
am extremely thankful for their hard work, patience and
dedication.  If any students have concerns or worries please
do not hesitate to discuss this with either their tutor or
myself so that we can ensure that we are fully supporting
students during this important time in their education.

The Year group have also been advised regarding the Post-16
options available to them and have completed application to
Edgbarrow Sixth Form or other colleges and for apprentice-
ships.  Offers of places on courses are now being made and
students should know the entry requirements that they are
aiming for to be able to take up these places in the Autumn.

The Easter holiday is historically a crucial time for the Year
11 students to prepare for assessments.  It is essential that
the students discuss with their teachers what they should be
studying and I would be grateful for your support in encour-
aging revision.  It is of course very important that they also
have a break and enjoy some rest and relaxation, as best they
can with Covid restrictions, to ensure that they are fit and
healthy when they return after the Easter holiday.

I would like to thank all of you for your
continued support during what has been
a very difficult time and wish you and
your families a very happy Easter.

 Head of Year:  Mr Evans
Sixth Form

The Sixth Formers have been amazing this term. The re-start
was smooth and positive, with full cooperation from all
students. We are delighted with all our students and proud of
the way they have coped with such a difficult past year. Our
main message here is to thank them and their families for all
the support through remote learning, remote mocks, testing,
re-integration into school and all the complexity that entails.

Year 12s have recently done their mocks and, although it was
a strange way to do them, they and we learned a great deal
from the experience. Year 13s also had mocks recently,
which they did extremely well, and now they have nearly
finished their courses, astonishingly. Most students have lined
up an apprenticeship, job or university place for next year and
we are running smaller sessions for anyone who is not yet
sorted for September. Those students need to keep engaging
with us to ensure a positive outcome for all our Year 13s in
terms of their post-Sixth Form destinations.

Applications are coming in for the new Student Leadership
Team and we are hoping that they will actually get the
opportunity to DO things, unlike the unfortunate Year 13
team, who had almost no opportunities during the last year.
We would, however, like to thank the Year 13 team because
although Sixth Form activities were curtailed, the team has
been busy behind the scenes working with staff on several
fronts. We are hoping that they will have a lovely end to the
year, with a POSSIBLE leavers’ day and prom in the planning
stages, national situation allowing. The possible dates for
these two final events are:
Friday 25th June - Leavers’ morning (probably outside, if the
weather allows).
Wednesday 30th June – Prom (if the national situation allows).

This year has been difficult, challenging and complicated. Our
students have worked with us every step of the way and we
are extremely grateful for their cooperation, positive engage-
ment and support. We also thank all the families who have
supported us and the students throughout the past year.

Year 11 and Year 13 leavers are invited to collect their
exam certificates from school reception at the end of the
summer term, 5th July – 15th July between 10am - 4.30pm

daily.
If anyone other than your son/daughter is collecting the
certificates, your son/daughter will need to send an email
of authorisation to sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk.

If you require your certificates urgently please email
sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/Curriculum-2/Files/PSHEE/PSHEE-SMSC-Edgbarrow-Newsletter-Issue1.pdf
mailto:sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
mailto:sarah.kidd@edgbarrowschool.co.uk


The last twelve months have seen many changes in how careers education is delivered to young people.  I’m pleased to say
that we have managed to keep our careers provision going, albeit in different formats. This has included a dedicated careers
page on the school website, Google Classroom and guidance appointments on the telephone.

Our annual careers convention was unable to
take place as usual, but with the support of 50 exhibitors a dedicated Careers Convention
webpage was created.  This was launched during national careers week; it includes videos and
PowerPoints created specifically for Edgbarrow as well as links to websites.  Worksheets were
created to enable students to prepare to attend the event online and we will be surveying students
to allow us to record their engagement with the event.  The page will remain on our website until
the end of term.  Students and parent/carers are welcome to continue to use the resource and to
direct any questions not answered within those resources to our careers manager who will
contact exhibitors on your behalf.

 - Students also had the opportunity to watch pre-recorded assemblies around different careers sectors;
this included careers in Estate Agency, IT aqnd the Motor Industry as well as information on options after Year 11.  All of these
presentations are available on our school website.

 - Adviza have continued to conduct careers guidance interviews with Year 11s and we are
on schedule to offer all Year 11s an appointment before the Easter holidays.

 - As mentioned before we have submitted our reassessment for our Quality in Careers
Award and hope to hold the final part of that assessment shortly.  We will provide an update in due course.

We continue to post opportunities for students on Google Classroom and would encourage students in Years 11 and above
to make the most of these.  There are lots of webinars, in-sight days, podcasts and work experience opportunities currently,
covering a wide range of subjects so there should be something for everyone - if students do participate can they let the school
know.   The careers area of the school website contains more information on where to look for these opportunities as well
as information on apprenticeships, jobs and labour market information (LMI).

You can also follow our Careers Department on Twitter @edgbarrowcareer and Instagram @edgbarrowcareers or
Edgbarrow School’s Facebook page @edgbarrowschool

Finally, if any parent/carers can contribute to our careers programme please do get in touch.
karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Did you know some instruments are in
danger of extinction?
Groups and orchestras need more of them
but there are currently not enough players
of these rare breeds!
For detailed information set this link.
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Intermediate Maths Challenge Results

On Thursday 4th February, a large number of Year 11, 10 and 9 students took part in the UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge.  There were some brilliant scores across all year groups with a number of Gold, Silver and Bronze certificates
awarded. This competition, sat by high achieving mathematicians across the country, requires students to answer challenging
mathematical questions utilising their problem-solving skills.

The students who achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates are:

In addition to their fantastic performances in the Intermediate Maths Challenge, a number of students qualified for the
follow-on rounds. Shameer Ahamed qualified for the Cayley Mathematical Olympiad. Adam Cox, Kai Crawford, Sahib Dhillon
and Hannah Futhee qualified for the Pink Kangaroo. Felix Crouch, Ben Howard, Henry Pollard and Isaac Remedios all qualified
for the Grey Kangaroo. We are eagerly awaiting the results of these papers!

Hannah Futhee *
Adam Cox
Kai Crawford
Sahib Dhillon

Shameer Ahamed *
Felix Crouch

Jorja Abel
Zak Crean
Angelo Diaz
Darrell Funani
Maisie Horne
Sam Kent
Katie Miklos
Tom Pearce
Rosemary Purvis
Lucy Reeves
Olivia Wood
Rui Wright

Ben Howard
Henry Pollard
Isaac Remedios

Mayasa Al-Jadir
Sam Cooper
Morgan Kimber
Noa Merzer
Emmanuel Padilla
Suzanne Perry
Rome Salarda
Marguerite Sautelle

Adam Mansfield *
Daniel Knight
Jamie Lovell
Zack Waight
Dominic Webber
Oliver Wells
Oscar Wolfenden

Aiden Brooke
Henry Down
Katie Finucane
Lewis Hartley
Josie Selby
Savir Sharma

The maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities so
far this year and congratulate those that have received certificates.

Well done!
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Thank you to all those that took part in the Edgbarrow School
Emoji quiz (select link for quiz)

Congratulations to our two winners:

Taylor Graham
Max Pollard

Thank you to all the families that got involved with our World Book Day celebrations!

Pride and Prejudice
…Pride and Prejudice is full of wonderful
characters. The entire Bennet family,
though dysfunctional has love for one
another; their extended family of the
respectable Gardiners; happy Mr Bing-
ley and his awful sisters; sycophantic Mr
Collins and his object of adoration Lady
Catherine de Bourgh; the dastardly Mr
Wickham; the shy Miss Darcy and not
forgetting her prideful yet handsome
brother, Mr Darcy.
For me, Elizabeth Bennet is the best
heroine. “Obstinate, headstrong girl” as
Lady Catherine refers to her. Elizabeth
says of herself, “There is a stubbornness
about me that never can bear to be
frightened at the will of others. My cour-
age always rises at every attempt to
intimidate me.” In that regard, we
should all be a bit more Elizabeth…
I need to go and read it again now!
Catherine Nottage

The Huxtable Family

Ben Graham & Harley Elliot

We are proud of the following students who have entered the Chris
Bradford creative writing competition.

Scarlett Futhee
Isobelle Hennessey

Jules Horgan

Congratulations to Isobelle who has been announced as a runner-up
and has won a signed copy of The Soul Hunters.
The judges considered the entry to be: 
The story moved with pace into a completely different memory, in
another time and left the reader wondering whether the person
was alive or dead!”

Adam Kim as Grandpa from Grandpa’s Great Escape
by David Walliams.

Congratulations to Adam for winning the Year 7
World Book Day fancy dress competition and well
done to all those that took part!

https://youtu.be/Y7NPZIKtMkI
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/Departments/English/Files/Emoji-Quiz3.pdf


The librarians have been keeping themselves busy whilst not actually
being allowed in the library these last few months.  We have ordered,
processed and catalogue about 100 new books (some bought, some
donated) Please see the attached wakelets to see some of the titles
we’ve added to stock.
We have launched our Reading Challenge which is Book Bingo this
year.  Please encourage your children to take part, we hope it will not
only help foster a love of reading but also help to widen students’
reading habits and introduce them to new genres.

We have also created lots of new wakelets that are a more interactive
kind of reading list.  We have tried to showcase books for LGBTQ+ History Month and Women’s History Month as well as
our new book lists.

https://wakelet.com/wake/_EeVK-AMWMcuBAEFMZ-a1
https://wakelet.com/wake/zwva8u1Zhrd6RM0eyUhH2
https://wakelet.com/wake/qYHwa02b-nGwA9ZIyrvfk
https://wakelet.com/wake/tUx5slLS8Rb-O4dpI-5rx

We have been working closely with the English department to help provide
booklists, video clips, things of interest but most extensively with World Book
Day which had to be quite a different experience this year – no dressing up
for us this year.

And now we are back we are busy trying to make the library as welcoming as possible!
We’ve even discovered how to
add QR codes to our display!

World Book Day might look a
little bit different this year but
one of our favourite things is
still happening - £1 book tokens
are still available!
You have to print your own (or
have a copy on your phone) but
you can still get a £1 book or £1

off of any book at a participating retailer.

We are back to classroom deliveries at the moment but hoping we can
open to students again after Easter.  We’ll let you know as soon as this
becomes viable.            

My Year 7s have been working on creating volcanoes at home.  The brief was to create a volcano with materials from
home (a model or a cake was suggested, but as you can see some were much more creative)!   

Mystery Classic Humour Family

Sci Fi War Auto/
biography Adventure

Relationships Fantasy Horror Award
Winner

Around the
World

Graphic
Novel Poetry Book Gothic

Novel

https://wakelet.com/wake/_EeVK-AMWMcuBAEFMZ-a1
https://wakelet.com/wake/_EeVK-AMWMcuBAEFMZ-a1
https://wakelet.com/wake/zwva8u1Zhrd6RM0eyUhH2
https://wakelet.com/wake/zwva8u1Zhrd6RM0eyUhH2
https://wakelet.com/wake/qYHwa02b-nGwA9ZIyrvfk
https://wakelet.com/wake/qYHwa02b-nGwA9ZIyrvfk
https://wakelet.com/wake/tUx5slLS8Rb-O4dpI-5rx
https://wakelet.com/wake/tUx5slLS8Rb-O4dpI-5rx
https://wakelet.com/wake/tUx5slLS8Rb-O4dpI-5rx


PE Department
In what has been an unusually quiet half term for fixtures within the PE department we have still tried to keep everyone busy.
Firstly, we started our own You tube channel which has had over 1500 views on the various fitness videos, so thank you very
much.

We organised 2 screen-free afternoon challenges to encourage students to clock up as many kilometres as possible over the
2 afternoons. We played this as a year group challenge as well as a vertical challenge with all the tutor groups on the same
team like sports day.  As a whole school we covered over 10,000km.

These points for Key Stage 3 will be added to interform results.

Well done to all those involved.

Since returning we have also had Key Stage 3 students take part in interform Football (girls) and Touch Rugby (boys). This
was such a lovely atmosphere and such a great way to have students reintroduced back in to PE and school life.

We look forward to welcoming you all back after Easter for some summer sports and hopefully some fixtures.

KS3 Interform Results 1st 2nd 3rd

7S 7R 7V

8P 8Q 8W

9T 9P 9R

R P U V W P

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQWcfM6z-mWgz0aoygwz3Ig/featured
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If you would like to see if you are entitled, please
select this  to apply.
The form can also be completed online by
visiting http://www.bracknell
forest.gov.uk/learn-free-school-meals

Support for Service Children
Service children are children with
one or more parents currently
serving in the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim
additional money for all Service
children on our roll under the gov-
ernment’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years
after their parent has retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces,
please would you confirm that this is the case by
filling in the form which you access by selecting this

 and returning it to school reception. Please
also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or
2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they
are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk  and
they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Thank you for your continued support.  It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for
the use of your children in their education, therefore, please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.
Thank you for your support.

If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making your purchases through Easyfundraising or The
Giving Machine (select links to register). So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to easy fundraising first and
choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer earns a free donation (average of
5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA.  Shop using www.smile.amazon.co.uk, select “Edgbarrow School Parent Teacher
Association” as your charity of choice, and 0.5% of all eligible purchases will be donated by Amazon to the PTA. There is
NO COST to you for this, and on Amazon, you shop as normal. You can set it up on your Amazon Mobile app too.

Please see the links below for updated information
on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.

●

●

●

●

We publish a termly newsletter with information about
SMSC and the following term’s PSHE curriculum. This will
give you an insight into what your children are accessing,
but also enables you to have
important conversations with
your child on pertinent and
emerging topics, as they
progress through the year. You
can read our fourth issue here.

Please remember……

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/The-School/Files/March-Newsletter-2021-Secondary-school.pdf
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Please could any medical

appointments be written in

your child's planner and can

they also be reminded to

sign out at Reception when

they go to their

 appointment.

NOTICEBOARD

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

SOFT FOOTBALLSPlease remind students that

they should bring soft foot-

balls (not leather ones) into

school to play at lunchtime.

Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can

efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.

Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal

property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities

and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur.  By agreeing that
your child may participate in the

activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this

respect.

The Centre is for any students experiencing

social, emotional or behavioural difficulties

that may have an effect on their learning.

Students and parents are welcome to

contact Ms Guy and her team directly.

However referrals will always be agreed

with the Head of Year.  Ms Guy and her

team can be contacted via the main school

number on 01344 772658

If it is necessary for students to take any

medication in school (including non-prescription

medicines), the medication and a signed consent

form (this form can also be downloaded from the

school website) must be handed in at Reception

where it will be stored safely. The medication

should be sent in its original container, complete

with the expiry date and dosage details.  The

student must to come to the medical room at the

required time to report to the First Aider before

taking the medication.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.

It is a serious breach of examination
regulations to bring a mobile phone
into an examination room – see the
school website for more details.

Please ensure that students do not
bring mobile phones to school
during examination sessions. At

other times mobile phones should
be switched off and remain hidden

Items of lost property can bereclaimed from Reception atlunchtime from 1.45pm onwardsonly.  Items of PE kit are kept in
the PE department for a short time
before arriving in Reception.  Can
we please remind all parents thatall personal effects should benamed and that unclaimed lostproperty will be disposed of at

the end of each term.

We  have the facility to offer Paracetamol to students
if the need arises. This can only be accessed via the

Lead First Aider. If the Lead First Aider assesses that
the use of Paracetamol is necessary, she will first
telephone the parent/guardian for consent. An

accurate record is kept of Paracetamol use. We hope
that this will enable your children to remain in school
and that they will be more comfortable and able to
concentrate on their lessons. We will of course still

ask you to collect your child if they remain unwell orin severe pain.  If you have any concerns regarding this
please contact the Lead First Aider on 01344 772658.

 We would like to remind parents and carers

that we have a dedicated telephone number

for reporting student absence whether it be

going to an appointment or not going to be

in school.

The number is:  
.

Parents can also advise of absence by using

the email absence reporting facility on the

school website.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2021 - 2022

For further Term Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/termdates/
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Summer Term 2021

Start of Term Monday 19th April

Bank Holidays 3rd May and 31st May

Half Term Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June

Last Day of Term Friday 16th July (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Teacher Training Days 19th, 20th and 21st July

Autumn Term 2021

Teacher Training Days 1st, 2nd and 3rd September

Start of Term 6th September

Half Term Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October

Last Day of Term Friday 17th December (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Spring Term 2022

Start of Term Tuesday 4th January

Half Term Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February

Inset Day Monday 21st February

Students return Tuesday 22nd February

Last Day of Term Friday 1st April  (school closes at 12.05 pm)

Summer Term 2022

Start of Term Tuesday 19th April

Bank Holiday 2nd May

Half Term Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June

Last Day of Term Thursday 21st July.  School closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days Friday 22nd July

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/parents/useful-information/term-dates/
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