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From the
Operational Headteacher
The Spring Term is always a very busy time of year,
with lots of work to be done in preparation for KS4 and
KS5 exams and the completion of controlled assessments. The staff are working particularly hard at this
time trying to ensure that all students get the best
opportunities to achieve their targets. I would like to
thank the staff and students for all their hard work.

This term our best wishes go to several colleagues who
are currently on maternity leave; Mrs Crane, Mrs Philip
and Mrs Stockford. We have had the good news that
the little ones have arrived safe and well, we wish them
a happy year and look forward to welcoming them
back. We have welcomed Mrs James and Mr Oliver to
English and Progress respectively and hope they enjoy
their time with us.
Caroline Stevenson, who is a member of our office
team, is retiring after 17 years’ service to the school.
She is an incredibly hard working lady who has the
unenviable task of dealing with cover arrangements.
We will miss her hugely, but wish her a long and happy
retirement. We have been able to appoint Yvonne
Edgecock to replace Caroline, and we look forward to
working with her.
Anisah Taylor from the Design Technology department
is also leaving at Easter. She has been a real asset as a
Food and Textile technician and we wish her well.
Of course you will be aware of Mr Elsey’s plan to retire
as Headteacher and take on the post
of Chief Executive Officer of Corvus
Learning Trust. On behalf of all the
staff we want to thank Mr Elsey for
everything he has done for staff,
students and the school as a whole.
We are absolutely delighted that he
will continue to be closely involved
with the school from September
2018. Further farewells will, of course ,follow.

This year has once again been very successful with
regards to our Year 9 Options process. Helen Gascoigne and Martin Jackson worked very hard to ensure

excellent communications with students and parents.
All Options forms for Year 9 students have now
been handed in. We have started, and will continue,
to hold conversations with any parents who have
queries or concerns regarding the Options process.
The Year 9 tutor team have done a great job to
ensure that the choices meet both student needs and
the school's criteria – it is very important that we
ensure students are on the right courses.
After the Options Evening we have had to make
some changes to how students access the triple
science course. As the new GCSEs make their way
through the system we are having to make adjustments to ensure our delivery is effective.

As mentioned above the school curriculum has undergone some significant changes with new qualifications across Key Stage 4 and 5. There have also been
some major changes to school performance measures. Mrs Gascoigne is leading a review of our
curriculum with regard to the options process and
the allocation of time to ensure that we meet student
needs and comply with the new measures. As a
school we are trying to balance additional time pressures and student work load with maintaining a broad
and balanced curriculum.
At present the review is focused on fact finding but
will move on to making some recommendations in
the autumn term. The process will include views
from students and parents and we’ll keep you updated.

This year we continue to have a huge number of
applications for our Sixth Form and I believe that we
have had over 270 applications to join Year 12 next
year. I understand that all but a handful of offers have
now been made to students and they’re in the process of accepting courses with us for September 2018.
It is a real credit to our Sixth Form team that so
many of our own students wish to stay on, but also
such a significant number of external students are
interested in joining us.

We are in the process of appointing the new Student Leadership Team. Hustings have already taken place and we are now
at the interview stage. I am continually amazed at the quality
of applicants and this year is no different. Once the final team
is in place we will inform you of the outcome.
I would also like to publicly thank the current Head Boy,
Jasper Chopping and Head Girl, Hollie Piff and the Student
Leadership Team of Harry Jack Jones, Philip Fletcher, Joel
Gunner, Nicole Jenkins, Gemma Dauncey, Madison Burleigh
and Annaliese Barber. The manner in which this team has
represented our school and presented themselves has been
outstanding. They have given up a huge amount of time to
support school events, from parent tours, Open Evening,
Governor meetings, school council, through to organising
social events for the sixth form. On top of all of this they’ve
also had to keep up with their studies. They have been a real
asset and we send them off to the next stage of their journey
with our thanks and very best wishes.

Year 10 students have recently had the opportunity to participate in a mock interview
as part of their Careers
Programme.
Students
completed a CV and an
application form and were
then interviewed by volunteers from the local
business community. We
would like to thank our
business volunteers as
without their help we
would not be able to offer these types of valuable learning
experiences. All our students will have gained from the experience and will be able to reflect on this opportunity and the
feedback they received. It’s absolutely lovely to see the Year
10 students dressed to impress and we’ve received lots of
lovely comments back from our business volunteers. Our
thanks to Mrs. Robinson for organising this very successful
event.

When we got to March
I thought the risk of
snow had passed! Sadly the snow caused disruption and we were
unable to hold our careers evening. I would
still like to thank Karen
Robinson and the PTA
for all their hard work
in setting this up. Unfortunately it’s such a big event, with exhibitors booked a year
in advance, that we are unable to reschedule. We will however be signposting to other local opportunities, and providing
information through assemblies and PSHEE.

The Quiz night this term was held last Friday evening and
was as ever a very successful event which raised over
£1500. Many thanks to our new Chair of the PTA, Andrew
Johnson and his team for putting on such a popular event
and special thanks to Malcolm and Dawn May for organising
and running the Quiz.

Thank you for the positive response to our request to keep
cars off site at the end of the school day. The movement of
students on foot and bike has been much improved and is
now much safer. We have had e-mails asking whether the
same applies to drop offs in the morning – we are keen to
encourage students to walk and cycle but have not yet
issued a ban on cars. Could I ask that you continue to talk
with the students about their safety on and near roads as
they travel to and from school.

We started the year with a big push on uniform and working
with students on our behaviour code of Ready, Respectful,
Safe and Positive. Heads of Year and Form Tutors have
been reinforcing the code this week. I attach a reminder of
the school uniform requirements, we would be grateful for
all students to return from the Easter holidays with the
correct uniform; in particular we are focusing on piercings
(one stud in the lower ear please) and head phones (these
should not be seen during the school day). Your support
with this is much appreciated.
I wish staff, governors, parents, carers and students a very
happy Easter, enjoy the break.
Warmest regards

Welcome to the Governor section of the newsletter. The Governors are collectively responsible for the strategic leadership
of Edgbarrow School and work closely with the Operational Head Teacher and his Senior Leadership Team to ensure the
level of educational provision is high and challenging. We are involved in monitoring the performance of the School and are
committed to supporting Edgbarrow to maintain and improve on its outstanding reputation.
The academic achievements of Edgbarrow are just one measurement of success and the governors would like to
congratulate the staff and students for yet another remarkable performance in last year’s results:
•
, 84% of students achieved Grade 4 or above in English and maths
29% of GCSE grades were A*/A (7+ grade)
•
, 100% of students passed their exams with 64% achieving A*-B grades
There have been major changes to the curriculum including the confusing transition from letters to numbers, but despite
this the staff have maintained superb results under challenging circumstances.
To ensure continuing success there have been several major initiatives that you will be aware of such as the recent
academisation with which the Governors have been intimately involved. Edgbarrow School has led the creation of the
Corvus Learning Trust that includes Hatch Ride School, Oaklands Infant School and Oaklands Junior School. Following a
consultation period, the Governors of all four schools independently took the decision to convert to an Academy and
Edgbarrow officially converted on 1st January 2018.
With academisation came significant changes to the governance of Edgbarrow with the need to reconstitute the Governing
Body. Fortunately, most of the existing Governor terms of office have been rolled over from 1st January 2018. However,
over the past few months we have said sad farewells to four outstanding Governors who have a combined tenure at the
school of over 35 years. They are Martin Ceaser, Bob Wade, Nikki Mears and Karen Roche. We thank them for their tireless
support for the school and wish them well for the future.
The Governors are leading the search for the replacement for Mr Elsey as Head Teacher as he transitions to his new role
as CEO of the Corvus Learning Trust and will keep you updated on progress of this important appointment. Needless to
say, the ethos and core values of Edgbarrow will be at the centre of the selection.
This leaves us with several vacancies on the governing body for which we are keen to recruit new governors and I would
like to take this opportunity to encourage anyone who has an interest in the performance of the school and a desire to
contribute to and represent the community to consider applying:
(https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/vacancies/governors/). Everyone has something to offer and we want people from
as many backgrounds, skill sets and with a wide range of interests as possible. In addition, we will be conducting specific
elections for Parent and Staff Governors later in the year.
Governors are frequent visitors to the school and are delighted to participate in events that showcase the talents and
achievements of our students such as the recent Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards ceremony hosted at Edgbarrow on behalf of
Bracknell Forest Council. It was heartening to see that the Edgbarrow contingent outnumbered all other local schools
combined. Well done to all our students who received their Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards and special thanks to Mr
Laurie-Pile and Mr Alistair Weir for their leadership.
Governors would like to thank all Edgbarrow staff for their continued commitment and hard work in ensuring our young
people are given the very best opportunities to fulfil their potential. We wish the current Years 11 and 13 well as they
approach their exams this year.

Year 7 News
Head of Year : L West
The Year 7s have had an extremely busy, albeit snowy,
Spring term both academically and with the many opportunities we have made available to them during the term. We
have spent the term consolidating the successes that we
made in the hristmas term through some extremely cold
weather! Thank you for all the support you gave us during
the snow and persevering with us while we got the Year 7
area ready for their use and equipping them with warm
clothes. On the whole, they behaved very well and the
tutors and I were very impressed with them.
It was an absolute pleasure to read their first grade reports
in January. I am impressed to see the positive attitude that
they are showing towards their work. It is really important
to me that every pupil is trying their hardest in every lesson
regardless of their ability. I am delighted to be able to
present certificates to over 160 students who had achieved
all ‘meeting or exceeding’ for their attitude to learning and
are therefore displaying an excellent attitude towards their
studies. There are so many Year 7s to celebrate that we
have not been able to find enough time to hand them out,
so we have had to roll onto next term! The next grade
reports for Year 7 will be issued in the summer term and I
look forward to seeing an equally impressive set of reports.
I also wanted to say how lovely it was to see many of you
at Parents Evening. It was a busy couple of hours but it was
lovely to get feedback from you all, help with Grade Report enquiries and celebrate in your children’s achievements.
Last term we were supporting Great Ormond Street
Hospital as our Year 7 charity and through “Bring on
the duck” related activities
we raised over £500. 7V, U
and T earned the right to
name our ducks: 7V have
named “Shani-Quack”, 7U
have named “The Big- Quack” and 7T have named “Roxy-

Loxy”. This term we have had an Easter Egg raffle and money
is going towards The British Heart Foundation. Well done Year
7 for your generosity. Outside of classes, we have had many
extra-curricular activities that Year 7s have been part of: girls
and boys football teams, girl’s cricket, new age curling and
auditioning for the spring concert. It is just fab that so many Year
7s are taking the opportunities to get involved.
During our PSHEE sessions we have looked at a number of
topics including friendship and healthy lifestyles. We organised
an inter form competition to allow the students to work as a
tutor group on an aspect of these topics. The aims of this
competition were to allow the students to explore the effect of
peer pressure on making decisions and develop strategies in
assertiveness to stand up to peer pressure by producing a piece
of work entitled ‘Everyone matters’ to be performed by the
tutor group in front of the year group. Once again the tutors
and I were astounded at the quality of the work produced. The
performances and messages conveyed by the students were
excellent and made the work of the guest judges very difficult.
However, first place was awarded to 7V, who had great musicality and dance coordination and prowess. Congratulations to
everyone who took part, including brave tutors!
To achieve their best at school it is important for all pupils to
attend regularly. We become concerned if a pupil’s attendance
falls below 95%. This equates to half a day missed every
fortnight which will obviously have an impact on their learning.
If your child is absent please ensure that you contact the school
immediately on our
We would also be
grateful if you could stress to your child how important it is that
they speak to the teachers to find out what they have missed
and catch up on the work.
Finally I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy
Easter and look forward to seeing the pupils on their return
after the holiday, rested and ready for a further term of challenges.

We would like to remind you of our procedure if your child feels ill at school.
If they do not feel well then they should tell their teacher straight away who will send them to the Medical
room to be seen by the School Nurse or one of our First Aiders. If the student is too ill to remain in school the
parents/carers will be contacted by the school to make suitable arrangements.
Recently we have had a number of students who have rung parents to say that they are ill but have not been to
our medical room. To ensure the safety and well being of all students please reiterate to your child that they
must go to the medical room if they are not well and the school will call home if necessary. Students
contact parents themselves using their mobile phones.

Year 8 News
Head of Year : J Cooper
As Easter is so early this year we have found that this Spring Term has been very short, but that hasn’t meant that the year
group have had less to do!
Once again I am delighted with the dedication so many have shown to their
work and participation in extra curricular activities. The recent grade report
showed how many of the students are meeting our high expectations of them
in lessons and I was proud that I was able to invite Mr Matthews to present
certificates to over 150 students who achieved such excellent grade reports.
It was a pleasure to meet with so many of you at our recent Parents evening
to discuss the progress and achievements of the students and I hope that you
found the evening useful.
We continue to have a fiercely fought Inter form competition. This term we
have had an Italian theme and many students have participated in our pizza
designing competition and I look forward to announcing the winner after Easter and tasting the final product as Cucina will
make the winning pizza to sell. The Inter form competition also includes points for attendance, lack of detentions and
Edgpoints. I am pleased to see that the attendance for the year group is increasing. The winners of the Interform this term
are 8S and they will look after our ‘Duck’ for the next half term!
Next term sees the Year 8 assessment fortnight which begins on May 21st 2018. We will be discussing revision with the
students and I would urge you to encourage some work at home to help the students recap and prepare for the
forthcoming assessments. Developing good revision habits now will pay huge dividends in the future when students
prepare for formal external exams. However, it is also essential that students have a restful break with family and friends
over the holiday and return to us refreshed for a busy summer term.
I wish you all a very happy Easter.

Since November of this academic year there have been 49 pupils who have been appointed as Student Subject
Ambassadors across the school in every department. The SSAs have been working really hard to help their departments
shape their curriculum, observe lessons and also work on individual projects. Some of these projects have included setting
up notice boards, judging competitions, helping to run extracurricular clubs and in some cases designing parts of the
curriculum to benefit younger pupils. Their hard work demonstrates how considerate, independent and thoughtful the
SSAs are, and they are truly valued by the departments they are working in.

Year 9 News
Head of Year : M Jackson
This has been a short but very busy term, with exams, snow days and a trip to Germany so one of the many things that Year
9 have been involved with. Year 9s have got involved in all aspects of school life. They continue to work hard and are
maintaining a positive approach to their studies. Well done and thank you as it makes my job, that of the Tutors and all of
your Teachers so much easier
As Year 9s we have had the very important job of selecting options this
term. I have been very impressed with the mature way they have gone
about this. They have listened to the advice given and taken part in taster
lessons for the new subjects before making their final choices. I am sure
they will go on to enjoy and excel in these subjects next year.
The year group continue to be heavily involved in activities outside of the
class room and taking part in the wider aspects of school life. They boys’
football and girls’ netball teams have competed well this term and it is
good to have boys and girls involved in a wide range of sporting activities. This term’s Inter-Form was really well attended,
with the boys playing football and girls hockey. 9U won the football and 9P the hockey. In connection with this I received
praise for the year group from the PE department for the way the whole year group competed and conducted themselves.
Well done to all who took part.
Year 9s are also involved in other areas of school life, playing an active part in the School Council as it develops its role in
school and working with the Music and Drama department, with many performing in the Spring concert later this week.
Thank you to all for the hard work you do within school and the way in which you add positively to school life.
I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you for your continued support. It is only by working together, at
home and school, that we can get the best out of Year 9.
I hope you all have an enjoyable Easter holiday and a well-earned rest! I look forward to working closely with you all in the
Summer Term.

‘The Poetry Games’ is a national poetry competition that encourages students to write in any form they choose and about
any subject they feel passionately about. Several of our students embraced this challenge and submitted poetry they had
written in their English lessons or outside of school.
We were delighted to hear that the following students’ poems were
chosen to be published as part of a selective anthology that celebrates
impressive student poetry.

The anthologies showcase the students’ inspiring and imaginative
writing and are available in the library to view.
Congratulations to all students that took part and I hope this inspires you to continue with your creative writing!

PTA News
Thanks to all the students, staff, parents and friends who have taken part in a PTA event over the past few months.
Highlights so far this year include the Sponsored Walk in September and the Christmas Shopping Evening in December
with the Quiz night in March – all great events, raising money for the school.
The Bags2school collection towards the end of last year was the second biggest collection ever for the company
Bags2school – thanks to everyone who donated clothes. The next collection is on 1st May and you can take bagged
clothes to the school reception any time. The school caretakers are kindly storing the bags ready for collection.
A new initiative, Cash4coins resulted in a donation of £558. The foreign coin collection box is back in reception and waiting for any unwanted foreign coins and notes – an easy but effective way of raising money for the school.
Next meeting is on Tuesday 24th April at the school – new members always welcome!
Planning starts for the Christmas Shopping Evening 2018 which will be held on Thursday 6th December. We are looking
for volunteers to help with this event.
Thank you for all the money raised so far this year, we are working with the school on various projects from the mini bus
to sports equipment, refurbishments and a longer term plan to buy another bike shelter.
For more information please see the school website: http://edgbarrowschool.co.uk/parents/pta/

In routine matters of absence, we would be grateful if parents would contact the school before
if a student is going to be away.
The school has a dedicated telephone line and email address specifically for absence reporting. Please note that the
telephone number is only able to take messages and you will not be able to speak to a member of staff.
The telephone number is:, alternatively, please
the school (absence@edgbarrowschool.co.uk).
If we do not have a reason for a pupil’s absence, under our First Day Response system contact will be made with home.
If a child becomes ill whilst at school he/she will be looked after until such time as the child is able to return home. The
school does have a fully qualified nurse who can provide medical assistance where necessary. Contact will also be made
with the parents as rapidly as possible. In an emergency, an ambulance may be called to take the child to the hospital,
but treatment cannot usually begin until a parent gives consent.

Permission will not be given for family holidays during term time.
It is extremely important that emergency contact numbers are kept up to date. Please inform us immediately if personal
details change.

Intermediate Maths Challenge Results
On 2nd February our top set maths students in Years 9 and 10 sat the UKMT maths challenge.
This is a national competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different
areas of mathematics. Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results
are given below:
Year 10

Year 9

** *

** *
GOLD

GOLD

SILVER

Jake Booty
Matthew Haskett
Bobby Harris
Vanya Savochkin
Callum Broadbent
Fred Smith
Will Vizer-Allen
Gabrielle Diaz
Isabel Reeves
Matthew Knight
Jonathan Peters
Zac Thomas

BRONZE

Hency Laxmicant
Jack Jolliffe
Max Bridport
Sophia Medhurst
Sam Goddard
Thomas Opalka
Lucy Bamford
Russool Mishir
Courtney Nel
Isobel Summersell
Will Witchell
Mackenzie Capaldi

SILVER

James Gilbert
Rebecca McLellan
Riona Nothard

BRONZE

Theo Brooks
Justin Crotaz
Bethan Cooper
Michael Warren
Amy Clark
Sitaram Thirukumar
Jonathan Ashenden

** also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’
* also received a certificate for ‘Best in their Year’
Pupils in italics also sat the next round of the maths challenge on 15th March. I will let you
know how they get on in the next issue.

Year 10 Maths Feast
We came second!!!
On Wednesday 1st March, four of our year 10 students took part in the Maths Feast which we hosted
again this year. This was organised by the Further Maths Support Programme and was an opportunity for
10 teams of year 10 students in local and surrounding areas to 'compete' against each other (although
the organisers kept insisting it was not a competition!!!!) The team consisted of Issie Reeves, Cameron
Broadbent, Ellie Killner and Adam Rook. The feast contained 4 ‘courses’. The Starter was a series of
questions which just had diagrams and no words so the students had to figure out what the question was
asking from the pictures; the Main course was a problem solving round where teams were given 6 problems but only had to submit solutions to four of them. They had to decide the most efficient way to use
the time and also had to ensure that their solution showed clearly how they got to their answer. We
then had round 3 which was a practical interlude which was made up of 5 tasks which all followed on from
each other. Let’s just say it involved crayons, coloured squares and sticky tape!!!!! Dessert involved the
students completing a hexagrid and trying to make chains across the grid to score points (a bit like the
old game of Blockbusters for those that remember it!!!). Congratulations to our team that narrowly
missed out on 1st place by 2 points!

Year 8 and 9 Team Challenge
On Tuesday 20th March a team of two year 8 and two year 9 students competed in the UKMT Junior
team maths challenge being held at Highdown School in Reading. Lucy Reeves, Marguerite Sautelle,
James Gilbert and Joel Trainer were selected to represent Edgbarrow School and battle it out against
31 schools from all over Berkshire and the surrounding area. I am pleased to say that we came 9th (Reading Boys were the winners).
The Maths Department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities so far this year and congratulate those that will be receiving certificates.
Well done!

Upcoming events
The Junior maths challenge for top set students in Years 7 and 8 is to be held on 26th April.
Mrs Holloway

All students in Years 10-13 should have received their provisional summer
exams timetable. The final timetables will be issued after the Easter holidays.
Please ensure that your son/daughter checks their timetable immediately on
receipt. Any exams that clash will be dealt with by the Exams Office and your
son/daughter will receive full details with their final timetable.
If your son/daughter has any questions regarding their timetables please ask
them to come to the Exams Office.

Year 10 News
Head of Year : E McClatchie
Wow- what an incredibly busy term! Year 10 have been busy with interviews, mock exams, coursework, trips, fixtures,
recitals and numerous deadlines. I have been extremely proud of the way the year group has coped with the various
challenges of new courses and the work ethic of the year group.
Parents evening was busy with lots of positive conversations. It has been a pleasure to read the grade reports and see
how hard the vast majority of students are working in all areas of the curriculum. We will be celebrating this in a special
assembly with Mr Matthews to recognise those students who are doing above and beyond in terms of their attitude to
learning in the lesson. Outside of this the students also continue to receive Edgpoints prizes and these, alongside
recognition for attendance, academic performance and staff nominations have fed into our end of term Easter raffle where
pupil success was celebrated through prizes
This term in our PSHEE lessons we have been discussing the world of work and preparing the students in readiness for
applying for jobs. The tutor team have also worked very hard in helping the students write CVs and application forms that
make them stand out, preparing them for the interview and giving guidance on how to present in an interview situation.
The pupils must be congratulated on how well they have responded to this. Our panel of businessmen and women who
conducted the mock interviews were very impressed with the quality of answers and how well they presented themselves. These skills will be invaluable to the students when they start applying for college, sixth form and employment in
the not so distant future. The tutors and I were all very proud to see them looking so smart and conducting themselves
in such a mature manner.
As always the students have thrown themselves into extra-curricular opportunities and we have seen great participation
in many different events including the Music Concert, DofE, Maths challenge, Iceland trip, football, badminton and netball
fixtures. Thank you to all the staff who give up their time to help organise and run these trips and events to give the
students a well-rounded education and to all of the staff who support the Year 10s in consolidating their learning during
morning sessions, breaks, lunch times and after school. It is very much appreciated.
Thank you as always for your on-going support with regards to uniform, behaviour and work ethic which is, as always, key
to ensuring the students thrive here at Edgbarrow.
I wish you and your family a peaceful Easter, with plenty of rest and chocolate eggs and I will look forward to working with
you as we move into the Summer term.

Last week year 10 were lucky enough to have a visit from
Jeremy Langley, Aquatic and Fisheries Manager for Waitrose.
Jeremy brought in some interesting fish for the students to
see and taste including a large Monkfish. He spoke to the
students about his career path and about his passion for
fishing and then cooked a variety of fish dishes for them to
sample.
The dishes included Albercore tuna fajitas, stir fry prawns, baked cod and
poached haddock.
The students really enjoyed the talk and we are grateful to Jeremy for giving up
his time. We hope to arrange a similar visit in the future involving meat preparation.

Library News
On the 7th February as part of the launch of the shortlist for this award the librarians
took the Year 7/8 reading group to an event called Pen2Page at Easthampstead Park
Community School. The pupils had the chance to hear author of the book “Earthland2
by Joffre White speak about his work.

Our Reading Club pupils are following the 2018 Berkshire Book Award this year. Young People aged 11 to 14 years
are invited to nominate their favourite new books. In December, 15 – 20 books that had been nominated make it onto
the
long list. Pupils are now reading the top 6 shortlisted books:
The Bodyguard – Chris Bradford
The Wizards of Once – Cressida Cowell
Murder in Midwinter – Fleur Hitchcock
Alex Rider Never Say Die – Anthony Horowitz
The Trials of Apollo: The Dark Prophecy – Rick Riordan
Guggenheim Mystery – Robin Stevens

The winner was announced on 21st March

A Lunchtime Book Club called
is running for both year 7 and 8 pupils on
Wednesday lunchtimes giving pupils the opportunity to chat about books and take part in book related activities
awards and writing book reviews.

World book day was celebrated in the library on Wednesday 21st March. Students
took part in the Guess the Book in the Jar Competition, entered a design a book token competition, completed word searches and book quizzes. Students also had the
chance to play book bingo.
Pupils were given a World Book Day token to
exchange at all bookstores for a free book.

● Take a book – one you have read before or something new
● Create something based on that book
th
● You can do it for yourself or share it with the school – deadline Wednesday 28 April 2018
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT A BOOK
Details available in the Library

To celebrate Harry Potter Book Night on Thursday 1st February 2018 we launched an exciting
new Fantastic Beasts-themed competition – with book
group creating a magical display of made up mythical
beasts using a range of textiles and materials.

WILL RUN UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR.
DETAILS IN THE LIBRARY

Edgbarrow School were delighted to recently receive an award from the Careers and Enterprise
Company recognising the school’s commitment to
further developing partnerships with the business
community, as well as a letter from Dr Phillip Lee
congratulating us on the established links between our
school, students and employers. In May 2017 we
achieved a ‘Quality in Careers’ award for the 3rd time
recognising a whole school commitment towards our
students careers provision and we will be actively
working over the next 18 months to ensure that we
meet all of the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks in full within the
Government timeframe. ‘The staff involved in work
related learning, led by Karen Robinson, do a fantastic job that significantly improves the job prospects
of our students.’

Careers, Work Related Learning, Enterprise and
Employer Engagement
Careers Convention – Thursday 1st March, 2018
Unfortunately the heavy snowfall on the day of our annual
careers convention meant that we had to cancel. We were
very disappointed that we had to cancel as a huge amount of
planning goes into the event; logistics mean that we will not
be able to reschedule. Students can of course use the
booklet that was circulated prior to the event to investigate
any careers online and can speak to Mrs Robinson in the
Careers Department if they require any further information.

to grow, and we are currently looking to expand the programme. We have had some very positive results from the
programme to date and the feedback from mentors and
mentees supports this.

National Careers Week & National
Apprenticeship Week – March 2018
To celebrate National Careers and
Apprenticeship week, we held a
number of assemblies focusing on
‘The World of Work’. A representative from BCA spoke to Year 7s
about careers in Land, Animals and
Agriculture, Year 8’s theme was the
NHS, Year 9s heard about careers
in Engineering from AWE. The
Year 10 assembly was another casualty of the weather but we are hoping to reorganise that
next term. Year 11s had an apprenticeship presentation as
well as Year 12 who also had the opportunity to take part in
a workshop. We are keen to expand our themed assemblies, so if any parent/carers would like to contribute please
do get in contact. Links to the assemblies can be found on
the school website.

Sixth Form Work Placements
With the newly published Careers Strategy increasing the
emphasis on work experience and encounters with employers and employees for all students we are pleased that our
Year 12 work experience programme is now into its second
year and working well. If any parent/carer is able to offer a
work placement to a student in Year 12 can you please
contact the school at the following email address:
busienssengagement@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Year 10 Mock Interviews 13th-15th March, 2018
The majority of Year 10s have recently participated in a
mock interview as part of their Careers Programme. Students spent PSHEE lessons preparing as well as time during
registration. They prepared a CV and application form for
either a sixth form or college place or an apprenticeship.
Students choose which of the options to apply for (they had
examples of real apprenticeships to choose between) or if
they were looking at the Sixth form/college route they were
asked to research which college
course or A Levels/BTECs they
were interested in and complete
the application accordingly. They
then participated in a 30 minute
interview with volunteers from
the local business community
and will all receive detailed feedback which hopefully will put
them in good stead for when they have their first real interview.
Year 10 Business Mentor Programme
The business mentoring programme for Year 10s continues

Year 9 Business Mentoring Programme
This year we have also launched a Year 9 Business Mentoring
Programme with a small cohort of students, we are hoping to
expand the programme in September 2018

Edgbarrow Website
Can I take this opportunity to remind you that there is a
wealth of information on the school website with regards to
careers, open days, work experience opportunities etc. and
encourage you to signpost students towards this information.
In particular students who are looking at the apprenticeship
route will find that many large companies will be opening their
recruitment process soon.
Adviza Careers Advice
We continue to have an impartial careers advisor in school
once a week to support our students in making the best
possible choices. The aim is to offer as many one-to-one
sessions as possible to students, focusing on Year 11s, but
there are also opportunities for further appointments for
other students who request or are identified as needing extra
help. Students in other year groups are also supported as
identified and there is access to an Adviza PA at some
Parent/Carers evenings to provide support during transitions.
Twitter @EdgbarrowCareer
We have recently created an Edgbarrow Careers twitter
account, we will use this to share information on open days,
job opportunities, apprenticeships etc, so please do encourage students to use this as an additional source of information.
Volunteers
We are always on the lookout for volunteers to support our
Careers Programme, this could be assemblies, workshops,
workplace visits, mentoring or interviewing, if anyone does
feel they are able to contribute please do get in touch on the
following email Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Year 11
Acting Head of Year : R Knowles
I continue to be extremely impressed with the enthusiasm, hard work and dedication I see from so many of the
Year 11s on a day to day basis. As the pressure continues to grow as we approach the final phase of our time
together, the year group continues to support each other develop and in their ability to cope and produce their
best. A large number of the students are remaining in school beyond 3.20pm to complete coursework, attend
revision sessions and stay for private study. I am delighted that students are taking this responsibility for their
learning and I am sure that this hard work will pay off in the summer exams. This term alone, the students have
completed large sections of their coursework for PE, RM, Graphics, Food, IT, Business, Drama, Art, Photography
and Music. They have worked so hard with all of these, adding a real boost to their summer results.
The Easter holiday is a crucial time for the Year 11 students to prepare for the exams. As you know we have spent
a lot of time helping the students to plan revision timetables, develop revision strategies and identify areas that they
need to work on. It is essential that the students revise regularly over the holiday, using a variety of techniques and
I would be grateful for your support in encouraging this. We are reminding the students to focus on Mr Burges’
motto of “20 minutes blocks of intense and focused revision” which has been proven to be a successful way to
revise. It is of course, very important that they also have a break and enjoy some rest and relaxation to ensure that
they are fit and healthy when they return after the Easter holiday, especially as for some students it will be only a
couple of weeks before their first exam!
The school website has resources from individual departments to aid revision and to help you support your son or
daughter.
I would like to thank all of you for your continued support and wish you a very happy Easter.

The Geography department took 90 students and 9 staff to
Iceland in the February half term.
What was meant to be an exploration of volcanic hazards and
opportunity turned in to an experience of a life time in the
worst storm to hit Iceland in for 25 years. Luckily for us we got
stranded in an Icelandic farm house that made the whole
experience even better.
The students and staff will forever be left with the memory’s
mass snowball fights, Mr Laurie-Pile having way too much fun
in the snow digging snow caves in the snow drifts and taking a
dip in the warm waters of the blue lagoon.

News Around School
a play by Barney Norris
On Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th March, seven Year 11, 12 and 13 students took part
in National Theatre Connections. Every year, The National Theatre commissions ten
new plays for young people to perform and this year Edgabrrow School was selected to
perform the play,
by Barney Norris.
invites the audience on a journey of
seven young characters who find themselves nearing the end of sixth form education. The
play looks at mental health and deals with many of the issues that face young people today.
The performances here at Edgbarrow culminated in the students performing to a full
house and receiving feedback from a National Theatre Director.
The students will soon be making their professional debut as they transfer the piece to
the North Wall Theatre in Oxford on the 7th of May at 3pm. Tickets can be purchased
from The North Wall Arts Centre website.
Please note this performance has adult
themes and content and is therefore for
audiences of 14+.
A huge well done to the cast and we look forward to your professional transfer!
Olivia Pike
Ella Plummer

Phil Fletcher
Joel Gunner

Kemi Gbadebo
Joe Kilbane

Ally Scott

Stage manager: Harry Mayes

We have been running the Sports Complex for a year now and
bookings continue to increase.
The complex is available for hire to the local community for block
bookings as well as ad hoc booking from both indoor and outdoor
activities. We hire for a whole range of activities from badminton
to basketball, football and hockey tournaments; dancing competitions and seminars. We also have a free weights gym with a good
selection of aerobic equipment that is available for hire to coaches
and personal trainers.
If you are a member of a sporting group and would be interested in talking to us about what is available, please contact
Vicky Rice, our Lettings Assistant on 01344 467653, or e-mail lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and she will be happy to
help you.
We are very pleased with our new Dance Studio, and have several new classes running in the evenings. Please keep an
eye on our social media pages for newly advertised classes.
For those of you with younger children, Step Up Sports Coaching have been successfully running their holiday club at the Complex for the past year. They offer a variety
of options including multi sports, Acro and football camps. They still have a few places
available for Easter. If you are interested please contact them via their website.

www.stepupfoundation.org.uk.
We are keen to encourage the local community to use the Sports Complex as much as possible, and look
forward to welcoming both old and new users over the coming year.

PE Department
Despite the weather we have had another busy term in PE.
The girls’ focus this term has been Rugby and Cricket. The
boys’ focus has been Football. Due to the weather we still
have a few games to play before we know our final league
positions.
The under 13 girls rugby
squad took part in a tournament at Reading RFC with
11 other local schools as
their first competitive rugby
fixture. Of the five games
they played the girls won 3,
and lost 2, and played some
really good rugby. I was
personally very impressed with the girls tenacity, determination and grit as well as their ability to apply the rules they
have learnt during their rugby training.
U13 Girls cricket has been well attended this half term. We
have 15 girls regularly attending and showing some excellent skill development. I hope this continues into the summer.
We have had a bit of misfortune in playing many games due
to other schools dropping
out of the league, however
we played against a well
drilled Waingels team, and
lost by 6 runs. The girls
played so well, and to see
them enjoying the sport
was a delight. Somehow,
even with losing the one
league game, Edgbarrow
qualified for the Semi-Finals against The Abbey School.
In the Semi Finals they comfortably beat The Abbey School
by 30 runs with an excellent team performance.
In the final they met the winners of our league: a very strong
Waingels team. We sadly lost by 4 runs. It was such a close
game and I am so proud of the effort and spirit of these girls
and being part of the fixture with them is a pleasure. Bring
on the summer cricket.
The school has also been involved in a number of different
cross country events, the largest of which was the Berkshire
Schools Championships held in Newbury just after Christmas. Some great individual performances meant that several
students qualified for the Southern England Championships
and Max Borgnis, Oli Hall and Charlie Borgnis all qualified
for the all England finals which was held in Leeds. The races
at all stages were tough due to the poor weather we have
had. A huge well done to all.

A Year 8 team enjoyed participating in sports hall athletics;
the boys were strong competitors and narrowly missed out
on a bronze medal; there were some great performances
from Oli Rice and Josh Alexander. The girls showed great
team spirit but struggled to get a medal. There was some
excellent performances by Hannah Merry, Matilda Feeer,
Lucy Croft, Alannah Kesken, Lauren Deed, Maddie Harris
and Grace Harris.
This year we have a great squad of players and we were able
to enter 3 teams into the Bracknell Forest NAK competition.
The games were tight and the final leader board resulted in
Edgbarrow draw fro first place. The final winners was decided on overall points scored resulting in Michael Thornton,
Bobby Jean McGill and Edward Armstrong Davies being the
champions.

Year 7 have had a very good start to their secondary school
football careers. Over 50 turned up for the football trials
held at the end of last term. My aim was to ensure every boy
got a game at some point during the season and I think this
may have been achieved. There will still be plenty of opportunities during your time at Edgbarrow School. The boys
started well with a 7-1 win in the cup with Seb Hewitt and
Zak Waight standing out. The boys then got a 10-0 beating
to St Crispins but later in the season got their revenge with
a thrilling 2-1 win in the cup. The boys didn’t progress in the
league with 2 wins and 2 losses but are through to the
quarter finals of the county cup and will be travelling to
Slough to play St Bernards just after Easter.
Well done boys and good luck for the next round.
Between 20-30 lads turned up every week for the after
school club building up a really nice environment for friends
to play football together. It was a privilege to run this for all
the lads. Those not making the school team kept pushing
hoping to be noticed whilst others waited for the elusive B
team fixture to be confirmed. But they still turned up and
just played football. Well done and thank you to all.
The Year 8 football team have only managed 4 matches so
far this term as matches were cancelled due to adverse
weather conditions. Unfortunately this left the B team without a game this year but I’ve promised the lads at least 2
matches next season (fixtures secretary please take note !!)
Our first league match was an entertaining match on the
Garth school 3G pitch. ‘The Edge’ ran out 7-4 winners with
Alex Hall scoring 5 with George Day and Oli Graham also
scoring 2 fabulous goals. Our second league match against a
very strong Charters team was again a very entertaining
hard match. Against all odds ‘The Edge’ found themselves
leading 3-2 but one sloppy goal changed the game with

heads dropping after
putting in so much
effort resulting in
Charters winning 53. Let’s hope we get
a chance to play
them again next season as the lads are
confident the outcome will be different !
We played 2 cup matches starting off in the first round
playing Brakenhale. The team played well throughout running out 7-1 winners with Alex Hall scoring 4 , George Day,
Josh Crittenden and Will Paine all scoring 1 each. Unfortunately we were drawn against the current cup holders Piggott in the next round. Piggott started the better but the
team upped their game but still found themselves 2-1 down
at half time. Shot count was 2-4 in our favour but their
keeper played very well. Injuries, players running out of
steam on a very large 3G pitch, and a disallowed offside goal
eventually took their toll with Piggott running out 3-1 winners with Alex Hall again scoring our goal.
Well done to Alex Gleeson, Alex Hall, Bailey Gandolfi, Darrell Funani, George Day, Joshua Crittenden, Oliver Graham,
Riley Wilson, Will Paine who played in all the 4 games and to
Adam Chopping, Bailey Temple, Charlie Borgnis, Ewan Williams, Oscar Sandle, Rory Reynolds, Sam Cooper, Sam Kent
who all played 1 to 3 games. And a final thank you to the
parents and Year 8 students who came along to support the
team.
The initial practice sessions for Year 9 were extremely well
attended showing the popularity of football and number of
good players in Year 9 and I would like to thank all of those
that attended. Unfortunately we can only pick so many
players for the school squad so many were left disappointed
at not making it through.
The number of games this year has been badly affected by
the weather, but in the games we have managed to play the
boys have performed really well only losing one game, which
unfortunately happened to be the cup match. It was a very
close game which we were chasing to get an equaliser at 2-1
and got caught on the break so ended up losing 3-1
In the other games we have dominated the games and
scored some very good goals, George Wilson and Callum
Vallance getting most of the glory, but Harvey Westell has
had a high number of assists from midfield. The defence has
been very strong with Lee Philpot being dominant and organising everybody, so he gets my vote as player of the
season.
I have had to roll the substitutes around in midfield and
defence to try and give everybody a game, but when I have
made the changes there has been very little difference to
how the team played which shows that we have a good
squad of players who can step in at any time. It has been a
pleasure to coach the Year 9s this year and let’s hope we can
play a few more games and get further in the cup next year.

We started the season well with a great turnout to the first
few training sessions. We soon had our first fixture which
was for the cup. On the day we had some tough opposition
playing the first round against the team who won last year’s
competition, Denefield. The Edgbarrow boys had a weakened side due to injuries including our keeper. However the
boys persevered and played some great football. The final
score was 3-1 which doesn’t represent how close the match
was. As you will know this season was horrendous for
weather and as a result several fixtures were cancelled
resulting in a further win and loss towards our league results.
In our last game we faced St Crispins who again had a strong
side. Edgbarrrow started the game well but after conceding
a few goals heads soon dropped and performance followed;
this is something that we can work on for next year. We
have a final game coming up against Charters which will let
us know where we have ended in the league. Well done to
the boys who put 100% effort into this year’s team and
fingers crossed for some better weather next year.
Another great season by the year 11 team who have won
the league and made it through to the final of the league cup
which they narrowly lost last year. The final will be held at
Larges Lane just after Easter (Date TBA).
The highlight of the season has to be the thrilling end to end
match vs Forest in which Jack Charles scored an injury time
header to get the 3 points.
Special mentions have to go to Dan Millard in his first season
being top scorer and Tom Philpot for standing out and
working tirelessly in the front line.
Excellent season boys and good luck in your last final.

Thank you for your votes ! We are delighted to have the
runners up award for Berkshire Active Secondary School of
the year. This is a great achievement and we were nominated due to our commitment to high quality PE provision. All
students have 2 hours of PE a week and have the chance to
attend numerous extra curricular clubs ranging from Boccia
to Rugby. We have over 20 sports clubs running over the
week and we make sure we utilise our excellent facilities.
We have been delighted and inspired with the addition of
the dance studio and have
regular dance and Zumba
sessions running (with
over 60 pupils attending).
KS4 and KS5 pupils as well
as staff have been making
the most of the fitness
suite and enjoy regular
workouts both before and after school .
Our commitment to fixtures is outstanding and already this
year we have had over 150.
We are looking forward to the Summer term and have lots
of clubs for pupils to join including tennis, athletics, rounder’s and cricket.

A reminder ……
If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this
below and return either to the address below or one of your
children's current school.

to print the form, print your details clearly

The form can also be completed online by visiting

Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in
the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children
on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by select this
and returning it to school reception. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.
●
●
●
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Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can
efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal
property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities
and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur. By agreeing that
your child may participate in the
activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this
respect.
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Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter
behind. Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey. This is a fantastic bus; let’s
make sure we can all enjoy it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Last Day of Term

Thursday 29th March (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2018
Teacher Training Day

Monday 16th April

Start of Term

Tuesday 17th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 7th May

Half Term

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June

Last Day of Term

Friday 20th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July

Autumn Term 2018
Teacher Training Days

Monday 3rd September and Tuesday 4th September

Start of Term

Wednesday 5th September

Half Term

Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October

Last Day of Term

Friday 21st December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2019
Start of Term

Monday 7th January

Half Term

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February

Last Day of Term

Friday 5th April (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2019
Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 23rd April

Start of Term

Wednesday 24th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 6th May

Half Term

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May

Last Day of Term

Friday 19th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July

For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

