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From the
Operational Headteacher
As we approach the end of term I wanted to write to
wish all staff, students, parents and carers a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. It’s been a
long term and staff and students alike are ready for
the Christmas break. There has been lots going on
and I hope this newsletter gives you a flavour of
school life

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

It seems so long ago now but our examination results
across the board were once again very pleasing. Our
KS4 results were excellent and our KS5 results were
very good. The following information shows the
highlights of each Key Stage.
Please find below some highlights:
● Progress 8 = +0.36 (approx. 1/3 grade higher
than the national average)
● Attainment 8=55.27- B grade (40=C, 55=B)
● 64% of our students achieved 9-5 (strong pass)
in Maths and English.
● 75% of our students achieved 9-5 in English
● 75% of our students achieved 9-5 in Maths
● 84% of our students achieved 9 -4 (standard
pass) in Maths and English (95% A*-C last year)
● 90% of our students achieved 9-4 in English
● 91% of our students achieved 9 -4 in Maths
● 84% of our students achieved 5 or more A*-C
or 9-4 grades including Maths and English (on
first entry). Last year this figure was 77% on
first entry and the year before 69% on first entry
● 29% of exams taken at GCSE level achieved A*A or 9–7 (last year 35% A*- A)
This is a fantastic set of results for the school and for
Maths and English who obviously feel the additional
pressure and burden of featuring prominently in our
school results.
Many congratulations should be given to all the staff
that have either taught the groups, led the departments or supported and guided tutor teams as well
as the Heads of Year who made such a concerted
effort to maintain and improve results.
We were pleased with our KS5 examination results
and they are as follows:

●

This year 160 students sat examinations
99.6% pass rate
27% achieved A* - A grades - A Level
55% achieved A*- B grades - A Level
Using UCAS points A*- B grades, including BTEC,
64%
84% achieved A*- C grades
99.6% achieved A* - E grades
86% of all BTECs taken achieved distinction and
distinction*

These results have maintained our high performance
from last year and are very pleasing. The teaching,
intervention strategies and support that are given to
individual students is an absolute strength of our Sixth
Form. The Leadership Team led by Tony Evans, Head
of Sixth Form, offer great leadership in this area of the
school.
Furthermore, 68% of students went on to Higher Education and 42% of these students are at Sutton Trust
elite universities. 4 students have also accepted places at
either Oxford or Cambridge. We are also delighted to
see an increase in the number of students taking on
apprenticeships from highly competitive fields.
Our thanks to all the teachers for their time and care and
to the Sixth Form Leadership Team for all their guidance
and hard work.
The Sponsored Walk went ahead
as planned on the 22nd September.
We had more than 1000 students
participating in the 10 Km walk
through Crowthorne Woods and
the day went very well. My thanks
to all the volunteers. For this event
we raised over £14K. A huge
thank you to everybody for their
support.

On Saturday 23rd September, we organised our first
painting and gardening day of the year. We had lots of
parents join us and lots of new faces. We probably saved
the school about £5,000 on that one day; we managed to
cover the whole of the sports hall and freshen up some

of the corridors in the main block.

The Christmas Evening this year was held on
Thursday 23rd December, 6 – 8pm. This was
another fantastic event supported by many of
the lower school children and parents. The
Sixth Form building was packed full of stalls
with lots to buy and there was a lovely Christmas atmosphere.
Throughout the evening, we were busy with students and parents and together we raised just under £5000 which is an amazing achievement. Thanks to everybody for supporting this event.

Our best wishes go to Michelle Hutchinson (History, Head
of Year 11) who has started her maternity leave. Good
luck to Rachel Knowles who takes over as Head of Year
11 and Jo Madzelewski who is Deputy Head of Year 11.
Carol Wilkinson leaves her post as Senior Science Technician to return to a role in industry and we wish her every
success.
We also welcome Andy Balfour as our Deputy Student
Support Manager and Matt Whiddett as a Student Support
Assistant. We are delighted with both appointments and
pleased to be able to expand our Student Support Department to work with our students on their emotional wellbeing and behaviour.

The school has been working with the Education Funding Agency to advance this project. There have been numerous changes
to policies that have delayed the works but we hope to have a
clearer picture in the next few weeks. I will update you as soon
as we have further information.

Gillian Albone has joined us as our Pupil Premium Intervention Assistant. Gill is already doing some fantastic
work with individuals who need some support in their
learning.

This year, under the direction of Helen Blazer and musical
direction of Stefe McAdam, we will be putting on a production
of Beauty and the Beast.
Performances will run for three nights on Wednesday 13th,
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th December It looks and sounds
fantastic! Thank you to all those involved!

Our Progress department has had a number of vacancies
and we are delighted that these posts have been filled by
Andrea Guillen Bernal, Pawanjit Dhillon, Julie Nixon and
Sam Wilson. The Progress Department work with students that have an additional special educational needs and
do a wonderful job. Our 4 new starters have already
joined the team and got us back up to full strength.

Nearly there. As we write this newsletter our Academy information is at the Department for Education waiting for the
‘Official Seal’. When we return in January we will be an Academy
and a founding member of the Corvus Learning Trust along with
Oaklands Infant, Oaklands Junior and Hatch Ride Primary
schools. It is a very exciting time and we are looking forward to
working even more closely with the Trust members to deliver
education to the local community. Thanks to all those involved
and all those who participated in the consultation.

Thank you to all those who attended our Sixth Form Open
Evening, it was fantastic to see such a large crowd. We are very
fortunate that so many of our own year 11s are staying with us
and we have a record number of external applicants. Whilst the
deadline was the 15th December, we will consider late applications form Edgbarrow students.

Unfortunately as we come to the end of term we always find
ourselves saying goodbye to one or two members of staff.

We welcome Chris Dargan as a Learning Supervisor; Jane
Crawford as a Curriculum Assistant; Julia Thomas as our
Senior Science Technician, Diane Leahy to our Human
Resources department and Jacob Clay as a teacher of
Psychology. We are delighted to have you join us.
Once again, thank you for your support over this term. I
hope you all have a peaceful time with family and friends
and I look forward to seeing all our students back to
school on Wednesday 3rd January 2018 (Week B).

Year 7 News
Head of Year : L West
A very warm welcome to Edgbarrow School.
I have been delighted with the excellent start that the vast majority of pupils have made as they embark on their
secondary school career. Although so many of them looked apprehensive on their first day they have very quickly
settled into the routine and I am pleased that they are working so hard in lessons, making lots of new friends and
are fully involving themselves with school life. Our big theme this term was being resilient and I am very proud of
how they have coped with this transition overall. Please encourage them to continue doing so.
It has been an exceptionally busy term and the Year 7s have fully participated in all our activities: they completed
the sponsored walk, they are busy collecting EDGpoints and most of them will have received their bronze
prizes/certificates.
The tutors and I are continually encouraging the Year 7 pupils to make the most of any opportunities whilst they
are with us and I am happy that so many are doing this. Many have taken positions of responsibility as Form reps,
School Council reps or have been part of consultation groups working on school decisions. I have been impressed
by how seriously they are taking their roles. There are many clubs running either at lunchtime or after school which
the pupils can involve themselves in and I would urge you to encourage your child to become involved.
As I write this piece Christmas is fast approaching and officially arrived at
Edgbarrow when the Year 7s organised stalls for the PTA Christmas Shopping Evening! It was a fun filled evening and I was pleased to see so many
pupils and parents at the event. Special thanks to my tutors who bravely
faced the sugar-inspired fun and volume with smiles and laughter. Most
importantly we won the competition against Year 8 and raised over £100 for
the school PTA. I am very proud.
Rehearsals are in full swing for the school production ‘Beauty and the Beast’
and I know that a number of Year 7 pupils are involved in that, either on stage
or supporting behind. I look forward to seeing our stars in the production.
We have also been raising money for our charity
this term Great Ormond Street Hospital. Each tutor group has been battling to fill a
milk bottle or two, to allow them the chance to win the opportunity to name one of
the Year 7 ducks; very exciting. As I am writing the race is on and the names will be
announced on the last day of term. Students have also had the chance to buy a square
to find out where the ducks are going on their Christmas holiday. Thank you for your
support with this.
It was a pleasure to meet so many of you at our Meet the Tutor evening and I hope that
you found it useful. The Year 7s will receive a Grade report after the Christmas holidays which will allow you to
see how they are performing in each of their subjects. If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate
to contact me. Our Parents Evening for Year 7 is on 15th March 2018 which will allow you to meet with your child’s
teachers.
I wish you and your families a very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The year 7s have definitely earned a rest over the holidays and we look forward to a busy and successful Spring
Term.

Year 8 News
Head of Year : J Cooper
Year 8 have had an extremely successful start to the year. It has been a very busy term and I am delighted to see so many
of the pupils involving themselves fully in life at Edgbarrow.
The year group have been actively involved supporting the work of the school council this term. The school council have
organised a Health Awareness theme for the term and organised assemblies and PSHEE lessons. One of our Year 8 school
council representatives, Morgan Kimber, has written the following:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our families who donated cakes for our fundraising event. Your generosity
was overwhelming and the students worked hard all week selling the cakes. The event was a resounding success and we
raised over £200 for the charity DEBRA.
Feedback from the students over the last few years has been that they would like to be involved in more inter form
competitions which were not necessarily sports based. With that in mind the tutors have been setting challenges throughout
the term. Sahib Dhillon our Year 8 School Council rep explains:

As I write this piece Christmas is fast approaching and we have just had the PTA Christmas Shopping Evening. I have been
amazed at the creativity of the year group and the hard work during lunchtimes of a number of the students as they prepared
their stalls to run on the evening. Their enthusiasm is a credit to them. Our School Council representative Hannah Merry
has written the following:

The message that I like to give to the students is to make the most of all
the opportunities that come their way either at school or out of school as
it is so important that the students get involved in a variety of activities.
Many of our year group are taking this on board and are joining in with
clubs and activities at lunchtime and after school. We were delighted that
over 60 students applied to be Student Subject Ambassadors earlier this
term. The quality of their applications was superb and made it a very
hard job to select those to take on the role. Congratulations to those
appointed to be a Student Subject Ambassador and they will work with a
department for the year. This is a great opportunity to be involved in
shaping how the departments deliver their subject and all input from our
students is valued. We were so overwhelmed with the quality and
quantity of applications that we have created other roles for those
students who were not successful in recognition of their wish to be
involved with school life.
After such a busy term I hope that the children enjoy a fun, restful
Christmas and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your
families a very happy and peaceful Christmas and I look forward to
working with you all in the New Year.

Peace on Earth poem
by Charlotte Ambrose

When the moon shines on your pillow,
no matter where you are,
if the guns have not yet lowered;
waiting for time to heal your scar.
If you’re waiting for revenge
or have hatred up your sleeve
then why not be the one to call it quits?
Just spread the peace.
When the stars, like little lanterns,
illuminate the sky,
you hear the world is not yet silent,
full of angry war cries.
As the darkness wraps around you,
anxiousness and fear,
the wish for peace on Earth
runs through the atmosphere.

When darkness turns to brightness,
and the sun is glinting low,

Well done and congratulations to Charlotte who won second
place in the 12-15 category for the 2017 National Schools
Poetry Competition for Peace. Students were asked to write a
poem about peace in support of NCSC4PEACE and at an event
‘Vision of Hope’ held at the House of Lords the winners were
officially announced and poems were read by competition
founder, singer-songwriter Tally Koren.

people taking refuge,

It was open nationally and the prizes were:

The sun rises higher, becoming the dawn,

First Prize:- Tally Koren will compose a melody for the winning
poem and will include the song on her forthcoming album.
Second Prize:- an invitation for two of Tally’s launch events of
the album.
Third Prize: - a signed copy of Tally’s new album.

gone.

So Charlotte is looking forward to dressing up for the launch
parties she will be going to!

Security, a safe place,

leaving behind their homes,
You know the world is scared,
nervous and confused,
you know the world is crying
but what can you do?

nothing but silence, then the moment is
If the whole world was tranquil,
even just for a night,
there would be no more hiding,
waiting for morning light.
is still, for most, a dream,
but dreams can come true,

http://thenationalschoolspoetrycompetition.com/
The National Schools Poetry Competition was judged by the
world known singer songwriter Katie Melua, Don Black, writer
of the James Bond theme and Tim Heath, chairman of The Blake
Society.

no matter how far-fetched they seem.

Year 9 News
Head of Year : M Jackson
Christmas is nearly upon us and we are almost at the end of our first term in Year 9. I have really enjoyed the term and hope
Year 9 have as well. I have been really impressed with how the Year 9s have worked and how they have joined in and meet
the challenges they face.
During the term we have been busy getting on with lessons, starting our charity
work for Cancer Research, taking part in sporting activities and getting on with
school life.
I was lucky enough to join one half of the year group on an RE trip to the Jewish
Holocaust Museum. It was a very informative and challenging trip, on which they all did the school proud
with their behaviour and participation in the day.
We have recently started talking about options for subjects at GCSE and BTEC level in Year 10 and the
work on that will continue after Christmas when we get options evening as well as a parents evening to
give us a chance to discuss how students are doing and to get the right options in place for their work at
Key Stage 4. I look forward to working with you and the pupils at this over the next few months.
We have recently held the cross country races in PE, followed by the inter form events and I know the PE department have
been really impressed with the attitude and team work shown in these events resulting in some great performances.
As the term ends I am looking forward to the school performance “Beauty and the
Beast” with lots of Year 9s involved as well as celebrating the end of term and their
work in our celebration assembly at the end of term.
In closing I would like to mention the team of Tutors and other Teachers who
work with Year 9 as part of the year group. Thank you for your hard work,
support and sense of humour, you make our school days much more enjoyable,
positive and productive. Thank you to you all.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. I wish you and your families a wonderful
Christmas and happy New Year and look forward to working closely with you in 2018. Merry Christmas!

Just because its winter doesn’t mean it’s not DofE. It’s been an autumn of records for DofE.
At the end of September we enjoyed some amazing presentations from all 23 of our expedition groups last year.
This was followed by a fascinating presentation by the Head of Wellington who recently trekked to the South Pole.
Last week Edgbarrow hosted the Bracknell Forest D of E Awards ceremony. We were immensely proud to be
celebrating the achievement of a record 122 Edgbarrow Students who have gained their Bronze, Silver and Gold
awards in the last year. Our awardees were also on show to parents with performances of ‘Don’t Look Back In
Anger’ by Ben Claxton, Ellie Chapman, Matt Kind and Owen Clarke and a saxophone solo by George Billyard. Our
Gold participants also received sectional certificates to recognise their progress to the most prestigious award.
Aidan Gourley, George Vallance, Ed De Warr Crooks and Michael Olorunfemi entertained us with a retrospective
presentation of their Gold expedition.
We had another record new intake of 148 consisting of 92 Bronze, 45 Silver and 11 Gold. All of them are now
already working towards their volunteering, physical and skills sections whilst looking forward to their expeditions
next year. As the award grows in popularity our participants are having an increasing impact on the local
community, particularly through their volunteering endeavours.
There are literally thousands of hours of time being put into
supporting our local charities and community businesses. We are
also hearing some wonderful feedback from parents about the
positive changes it creates in our youngsters. Good luck to all
our current and past participants in the pursuit of their awards.

A huge thank you to everyone involved with the Christmas Shopping Evening which raised over £6,000. Thank you for
donations of mince pies and tombola prizes, buying raffle tickets, help on the night and for attending the event. A really
great evening.
Thanks also for contributions of unwanted clothes for the Bags to School program. We had a record breaking collection
of over £1,000. This is only the second time at any school that Bags to School has collected over £1,000 of clothes.

We are looking forward to the Careers Convention on 1st March and to the Quiz Night, date to be confirmed but will be
late February/early March. We also have decorating days and more Bags to School.

There are a number of parents who have been working hard on various PTA projects and
events, people who do lots of things in the background that often go unnoticed. Particular
thanks go to:
●
who had organised all the stall holders at the Christmas Shopping Evening
who organises all the raffle and tombola – the prizes, distribution of tickets,
●
wrapping of prizes and sticking all the tickets for the tombola along with Bags to School –
collecting all the clothes left at school and storing the donations through the year
●
who has been Treasurer for a number of years.
Thank You!
The next PTA meeting is Tuesday 16th January at 7pm
You can contact us via the PTA email address or web page on the school website.

Join easyfundraising and you can collect free donations for us every time you buy something online. It won't
cost you a penny extra so please help us to raise funds.
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3,140 shops and sites, they give easyfundraising a
commission for your purchase.
Easyfundraising then turns that into a donation and give it to Edgbarrow School PTA. Easy!

Join easyfundraising

An app is also available for your phone or tablet.

Edgbarrow School - Official
EdgbarrowSchool
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Year 10 News
Head of Year : E McClatchie
It has been a very demanding introduction to GCSE this term but I am very pleased to say how well I think Year 10 have
coped with the increased workload of their GCSE and BTEC courses. I am delighted that the majority of students have
approached this new period in their education with maturity and are taking responsibility for ensuring that they produce their
best work at all times and organising their time to ensure they can do this effectively.
All of the Year 10 teachers are impressed with the year group’s high level of work and positive attitude to their GCSE courses
and this has been supported by the number of nominations I have received from staff to congratulate students on such a
brilliant start to their courses. These students have been recognised in our end of term Celebration Assembly.
Year 10 are also eagerly collecting EDGpoints and the tutors have been able to issue many chocolate bars and lunch fast
passes. Many students are also close to collecting free drinks and slices of pizza so well done and keep going!
Students have started to consider life after their exams in Year 11 and have been looking at possible career pathways which
are something we will address in the upcoming PSHEE sessions. Please could I encourage you to start having conversations
with your son/daughter regarding possible next steps as the time to start making decisions will come around very quickly.
We are exceptionally lucky to also be working with a number of Business Mentors from industry. They are mentoring some
of our students and helping them to make the most of the next two years and also providing guidance for their future
education and career choices. Many thanks to Mrs Robinson for her hard work that has allowed many of the students these
great opportunities.
I am very keen for all students to make the best of all the opportunities that arise for them. I was therefore delighted to see
so many of Year 10 get involved in the wider school life through peer mentoring, school council, subject ambassadors, form
reps and much more. The skills that these students will develop through their work will be invaluable throughout their life
and provides great evidence when applying for sixth form, college and employment.
Year 10 have been very busy again this term on the extra-curricular front! It has been wonderful to see so many of the year
group receiving their certificates and badges after the successful completion of their Bronze DofE award. A large number of
the year group are also involved in the school production of Beauty and the Beast, which I look forward to watching this
week. On the sporting front the Year 10 netball and rugby teams have been very successful. The rugby team remains
undefeated this term and the netball team were very successful in their league.
Year 10 have adopted Epilepsy Research UK as their charity this term. They are currently
organising an inter form sporting competition for netball and dodge ball and a cake sale. I am sure
these events will be great fun and an excellent way of raising money for our charity.
The inter form quiz continues to be a very closely contested event, with all forms eager to win the
chocolate prize and the honour of giving our year group giant bath duck a good home for
Christmas! This term the winners are 10V.
I would like to remind every one of the importance of good attendance and punctuality. Students who are absent must
take responsibility for catching up on all missed work so that they do not disadvantage themselves in future assessments
and poor attendance has been shown to have a detrimental effect on achievement and life chances.
Similarly in preparation for the world of work we expect students to be on time to school and students who are consistently
late to school will receive a detention with a senior teacher.
Finally I would like to wish you and your families and very happy and peaceful Christmas and I look forward to working with
you all in the New Year.

Here is a sample of some of the festive cakes
produced by Year 10 Hospitality and Catering
students. Well done to all of them for a fantastic
term.

A group of students were lucky enough to be invited to Attend
Eagle House’s Literature Festival in September. We saw Andy

Cope who taught us all how to be
the best us we could possibly be
and all about how ‘Positivity Monday ‘could possible change our lives! Next, we listened to Matt
Dickinson tell us about climbing Mount Everest and exploding
toffee crisp bars! Our students presented themselves amazingly,
engaging with the author talks and book signings. They were a
credit to the school.

The Library was pleased to be able to host the author Julia
Golding at the school on 8th November.
Julia, who has written many popular books for young teenagers,
spoke to all Year 7 pupils on the day. Julia writes under several
different pseudonyms including Joss Stirling and Eve Edwards but
she focused on her Julia Golding Books (Particularly the Diamond
of Drury Lane). She was entertaining, informative and encouraging to the pupils.
In addition, at lunchtime Julia was in the Library to sign books and
chatted to a few of our 6th form girls who attended the event.

Our reading club pupils will be following the 2018 Berkshire Book
Award this year. Young people aged
11 to 14 years are invited to nominate their favourite new books. In
December, 15 – 20 books that have
been nominated will make it onto
the long list. Pupils will then be invited to take part in an online poll to
select the top 6 books.

The library hosted another Scholastic book Fair in November. We had half price books, stationary and posters
for sale in the library at lunchtimes and we also took them
over for the School Christmas Shopping Evening on
Thursday 23rd November which was a great success. It
was so nice to see
students and parents
excited about buying
books and it helped
us reach our commission target so we
can now buy some
more new books for
the library as well.

Year 11
Head of Year : R Knowles
It has been an absolute pleasure to be appointed as Head of Year 11 following Mrs Hutchinson’s maternity leave. The year
group have once again been a delight to work with throughout the term, and we look forward to another successful term
after Christmas.
It has been a really busy, and at times stressful term for the Year 11s, however I am extremely proud with the way in which
the majority are coping with the mounting pressure on them. They have shown their teachers how determined they are to
do well. Students need to continue to meet the deadlines that their teachers are giving and if they fall behind then they need
to ensure that they take responsibility in getting this work completed. I have been impressed with how many of the students
are already staying late each night across the school to ensure work is completed, so well done and keep it up.
Students conducted themselves extremely admirably during the mock exams and I hope that their hard work prior to these
will be reflected in their results. It is really important that they listen to the feedback from their teachers regarding their exams
and how they can improve in preparation for the summer exams.
We are starting to raise money for the Year 11 Prom and I am delighted with the enthusiasm of a number of pupils.
Particularly impressive were a group of students, who make up my Prom committee, who gave up their evening to decorate
and then sell cakes at the PTA Christmas Shopping Evening. We are planning more events during the next term. The
Yearbook Committee have also been working hard, having meetings with representatives from companies in order to choose
the best company to go with. They will be encouraging the year group to contribute over the next few months in order to
make the Yearbook a success.
Many of the Year 11 students have taken positions of responsibility this year either as prefects, form reps and school council
members. I am delighted with how they have risen to the challenge of these roles in school and I hope that they find them
fulfilling. The skills that they gain from such roles are invaluable and I would encourage them to include these on all
applications and CVs that they write.
The Year 11s will bring home a grade report during the first week in January which will help to give you an indication of how
they are progressing towards their target grades. These will also show their mock results. We will be revisiting work on
revision skills and time management next term to help the students plan their preparation for the summer exams.
We are delighted that so many of the students have applied to Edgbarrow Sixth Form, or other sixth forms or colleges in the
local area. We are very impressed how seriously students are taking these applications and decisions. We await their invites
to interviews and look forward to the students receiving some sixth form offers in the New Year.
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns so that we can work together to help the students achieve
their best. The tutors are working hard with the students in to support them in the best way possible for each individual
student. We are also delighted that Miss Madzelewski has been appointed Deputy Head of Year and I know how much the
students will benefit from her working with the year group.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. I hope that the Year 11s enjoy a rest
over the holidays and return in January prepared to work hard in the Spring Term as we complete controlled assessments
and coursework, and revise and prepare for the Summer exams.

Sixth Form
Head of Year : T Evans
Here’s just a quick message from the Sixth Form. The largest Year 13 ever has had a very good term. It’s been frantic – full
of work, UCAS applications, course work, Apprenticeship research, part-time jobs, mock exams and no small amount of
stress. Hopefully, all of this will pay off in the summer when we see happy, smiling faces. We had a record number of students
(18) applying to Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine and Veterinary Science and a record number gaining interviews (14) – what a
fantastic achievement for all of these young people. Results of interviews in January!
The Year 12 students are doing very well overall with some superb target and predicted grades. They have settled well and
are a lovely bunch of students. We have been really pleased with the way they’ve settled into Sixth Form life – on the whole
they’re doing a very good job of being mature, responsible and as independent as they can be; it is tough! Keep going! ☺
Thanks to all our students who have helped with anything at all this term. We appreciate it. Special thanks to those who have
LED activities, especially the Student Leadership team. For example, the Sixth Form open evening was superb and as a result,
we have over 300 applications for next year’s Year 12 cohort. That’s slightly scary but they can’t all come because they won’t
fit! ☺
Thanks to tutors, those supporting behind the scenes in many varied ways, subject teachers and to families, without whom
we would sink. Thanks finally to our lovely students – the summer WILL come and it WILL be ok, so long as you keep moving
forwards, step by step!
We wish you all a very happy, peaceful, restful and fun Christmas.

(Legal first name and surname)

PE Department
This year we have had a wonderful and consistently high
attendance of Year 7s coming to netball training, with
up to 30 girls in the squad.
We have played many matches with the development of
the team improving each week. We had a frustrating
start by losing by one point to Ranelagh. This was our
first game and we went on to go unbeaten for the rest
of the season, winning South East Berkshire Plate in
November. I really feel if we played Ranelagh now after
a season of playing we would not see the same result.
Next year is a season I am really looking forward to. If
these girls keep up with their skill development and
amazing attitude to sport they will be unbelievable. Well
done to all in the squad, it has been a pleasure. Have a
lovely Christmas break.

The girls have had a great season and have started to
work well as a team. They have only lost one game to
date. Well done to Lucy Loades, Katie Turton, BonnieLouise Jordan, Grace Fry, Marney Howick, Maddie
Crofts, Harriet Callender, Ella- Rose Harris, Lily Stacey,
Tallie Hacke-Woods, Hattie Turner, Izzie Warner, Lauren
Wakeman, Kari Mietle, Emily Morris, Josie Marshall
The girls have had another successful season having
won all but one league game. The girls were runners up
at the SE Berkshire competition. This is one of the most
committed teams with regards to training and the girls
also often help with the 7/8 teams. A huge well done
and thank you to Tilly Waight, Poppy Gilbert, Maddie
Sarin, Elise Kesken, Alice de Cort, Lucy Bamford and Lara
Kuhl.

This team is one of the most successful we have had in
school. They have won all the games in the league so far
this year. The girls are always ready for a competitive
game and show excellent team work. Well done girls Darcy Hacke-Woods, Zoe Vallance, Katie Appelbe, Sandra Stapinoiu, Lotty Warner, Freya Marshall, Sanaz Day
and Hana Fry.

The year 7 rugby team have done brilliantly this year
with excellent turn outs to training and great performances in matches. The boys started the year by putting
out 2 teams into the Edgbarrow rugby tournament
with 1 team winning all games and the other putting
up a great fight. The team then had a similar performance in the Sandhurst tournament again winning all
their games. From here we then challenged Ranelagh
to a round robin which again we performed very well
in. This put us in good stead for the big competition at
Bluecoat school playing against all the best teams in
Berkshire (including all private schools). The boys
played brilliantly despite having a very difficult opening group which allowed us to finish about mid table.
Well done to all the boys in the team who showed
great enthusiasm and determination throughout all
training and fixtures. Same again next year!

The Year 8 rugby team have been a pleasure to coach
this season. They have been very dedicated and practices have always been well attended. Many of the
mistakes that were happening in the early games were
worked on in these practices and improved considerably for the last few games.
In the first tournament they played five games and
lost two, mainly through losing possession at the ruck.
In the second tournament the boys only lost one game
to Ranelagh who were not as good as us, but were
better organised at the breakdowns. The third tournament was at Reading Bluecoat and again the boys only
lost one game to Sandhurst. In the last tournament
the boys won all their games getting revenge by beating Ranelagh and Sandhurst convincingly. This clearly
demonstrated the improvements that they have
made this season and with one or two injured players
hopefully returning next year, they can look forward
with confidence.

The Year 9 team have once again been a pleasure to
work with this year, having good attendance to train-

ing and showing a brilliant attitude at all times. They managed to win all their games significantly showing
immense bravery and technique when taking down some extremely sizeable opposition against Holme Grange.
Throughout their fixtures the boys show excellent teamwork when doing set plays and supporting individual runs
but also showed a great deal of individual skill when doing solo runs, during rucks and when performing tackles.
Some stand out performances have to go to George Wilson for his massive tackles and impressive cardiovascular
fitness which seems to never end, and Ryan Okor for his power and speed in runs which have got us out of many
sticky situations. Excellent work again this year boys, same again next year.

The boys have had a great season remaining unbeaten throughout and not conceding a point in any of their
games. The boys have been solid defensively and been in free scoring form under the posts. Stand out performance was during the Brakenhale School game in which the game was only won one try to zero, but the boys
defensive efforts, particularly Andrew Clements with two try saving tackles prevented them conceding their first
points. In other games, Edgbarrow beat Sandhurst 46-0 and Ranelagh 91-0.
Big thank you to Hamish Beattie for being captain, responsible both on and off the pitch. Well done boys.

We are delighted to announce that we have made it through to the final three for the Berkshire Active Secondary School.
We have been nominated due to our commitment to high quality PE provision. All students have 2
hours of PE a week and have the chance to attend numerous extra-curricular clubs ranging from
Boccia to Rugby. We have over 20 sports clubs running over the week and we make sure we utilise
our excellent facilities. We have been delighted and inspired by the addition of the dance studio and
have regular dance and Zumba sessions running ( with over 60 students attending). Key Staff 4 and
Key Stage 5 pupils, as well as staff, have been making the most of the fitness suite and enjoy regular
workouts both before and after school.
Our commitment to fixtures is outstanding and already this year we have had over 150. Students have ample opportunity
to be competitive through inter form and also league commitments. We are always impressed with how well students
conduct themselves and represent the school.
We would love for all the student’s hard work and commitment to be recognised and be Berkshire Active Secondary School
of the year. This award will be decided by public vote. See how to vote below.
This award recognises a secondary school in Berkshire which successfully creates an active culture for its students and/or
staff. The criteria for this award are:
Inclusive approach to sport and physical activity, ensuring that all pupils, regardless of level of ability get the opportunity to
be active on a regular basis
Offers a broad range of activities for pupils to try, giving them the opportunity to try and choose different things
Providing a range of inclusive activities beyond the curriculum
Making link with community groups and clubs in order to encourage participation beyond school
Encouraging active travel to and from school
Having a commitment to staff training so teachers and other staff are confident and knowledgeable in teaching PE or
other physical activities
● Utilised the school environment to keep pupils active throughout the day
● Innovative approach to increasing activity levels in students
● Uses sport and physical activity as a tool for whole school improvement
●
●
●
●
●

The winner for the
will be selected via a public vote. Please
support us by voting using the link below and also by sharing this link with family and friends:
http://getberkshireactive.org/1499/get-berkshire-active-awards/VOTENOW/
Thank you for your support.

Sports Complex

Please remember……
If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this
below and return either to the address below or one of your
children's current school.

to print the form, print your details clearly

The form can also be completed online by visiting

Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in
the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children
on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has retired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by select this
and returning it to school reception. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they are not received by the school; any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.
●
●
●
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Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can
efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.
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Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal
property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities
and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur. By agreeing that
your child may participate in the
activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this
respect.
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Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter
behind. Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey. This is a fantastic bus; let’s
make sure we can all enjoy it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Last Day of Term

Tuesday 19th December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2018
Start of Term

Wednesday 3rd January

Half Term

Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February

Last Day of Term

Thursday 29th March (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2018
Teacher Training Day

Monday 16th April

Start of Term

Tuesday 17th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 7th May

Half Term

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June

Last Day of Term

Friday 20th July (school closes at 12.05pm)

Teacher Training Days

Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July

Autumn Term 2018
Teacher Training Days

Monday 3rd September and Tuesday 4th September

Start of Term

Wednesday 5th September

Half Term

Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October

Last Day of Term

Friday 21st December (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2019
Start of Term

Monday 7th January

Half Term

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February

Last Day of Term

Friday 5th April (school closes at 12.05pm)

For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:

www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

