
 

 

 

3rd April 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

  
We’ve reached the end of our second week of online educating and the start of the Easter holidays!  

 

I would like to say a huge well done to parents/carers, students and staff.  It has been a significant 

change and I am so thankful for the efforts shown in all quarters. 
 

At the end of a term, we would normally issue a newsletter; this hasn’t been possible but I did want to 

share a few items with you. 
 

Farewells and job changes: 

  

Allie Guy (Martin) – as you may be aware Allie has stepped down from her role as Student Support 
Manager and has become Deputy Manager.  This was a really tough decision for Allie, who 

absolutely loves the school and her department but has decided it is the right time to relinquish some 

of her responsibilities and reduce the hours she spends at school.  Allie has been with us since 2004, 
initially joining us as an LSA before becoming Student Support Manager in 2007.  Allie's job is one 

of the most difficult and time-consuming posts in a school; the post is, of course, hugely rewarding 

but it involves working continually with challenging situations.  Allie deserves to step back and 
achieve a change in her work-life balance.  I cannot articulate how grateful I am for all she has done; 

she has led and developed a department that does amazing work with our students. I am pleased that 

she is staying with us in a new capacity and look forward to continuing to work with her.  She will 

now also use her married surname Martin. 
  

Of course, we offer Matt Whiddett our congratulations as he takes up the leadership of Student 

Support – Good luck! 
  

Joy Lyness – Joy joined us as a teacher of RE in September 2013.  Joy is quite simply an outstanding 

teacher; she has a passion for her subject and in engaging and enthusing students.  She is also 
passionate about the practice of teaching, the planning, preparation and marking are second to none 

and that is why she was appointed Head of RE at such an early stage of her career.  She has led RE to 

some exceptional results at both GCSE and A-level.  We will miss her around the school and in her 

year team.  Joy is returning home to Northern Ireland, where she has bought a new home and can 
spend time with her family.  We wish her every success. 

  

Anny Warren – Anny joined us in 2014 as a learning supervisor, having previously been a 
governor.  Being a learning supervisor is never easy, having to move from lesson to lesson with a 

limited idea of what’s coming next.  This requires huge flexibility and an ability to get to know more 

students than any of us.  Anny has been fantastic in this role, always willing to help out and always 

expecting the most of students in front of her.  Anny has also given up her own time to lead a sign 
language club and to support the DofE award.  We are fortunate that Anny is going to stay on as an 



administrator for the Duke of Edinburgh Award but is stepping down as learning supervisor to spend 
more time on her passion for signing.  Thank you for all you’ve done. 

  

Lisa McGaw – Lisa joined us in 2016, initially as a lunchtime supervisor and then as a learning 

supervisor.  Lisa forms great relationships with students and enjoyed doing battle with the footballers 
at lunchtime.  She was also great in the classroom and will be missed by the team.  Lisa is taking on 

an exciting new challenge at College Hall where she will use her talents to support some of the most 

vulnerable students.  We wish her every success. 
  

Julie Rumble – Julie joined our Social Sciences department in September 2019.  Julie has enjoyed a 

successful career as a psychology teacher and Head of Sixth form.  She joined us as she stepped down 
from her substantive position.  Julie is leaving to provide time for her family and will be supporting 

the psychology department at the Forest school. 

  

Congratulations to Julie Nixon and Louisa Bufton who will share the role of Student Support 
Assistant. 

  

Work over Easter 
  

Students (and their supporters!) have had a busy term.  We won’t be setting work over the holidays 

but my email of last week included some additional activities that you may wish to look at.  It may 
also be an opportunity to catch up on anything outstanding, should you wish. 

  

When we come back 

  
Monday 20th was scheduled to be an INSET day, I would like to change this back to a normal day 

(well normal online day).  I think we will need the INSET day when the school re-opens, to move into 

the temporary accommodation.  
  

Use of SIMS app 

  

We are aware that there are lots of tasks sitting on the app. We have started to remove out of date 
work.  Moving forward, staff will set the work with a notional due date; when the due date passes the 

work will come off the app.  We have asked that all due dates are set for at least a week and it will 

remain visible to you for this period.   
  

Server shut down 

  
The servers will be offline on the 14th and 15th April due to the building works.  There will be no 

access to school systems on these dates. 

  

Careers Convention 2020 

 

This year's Careers Convention was a great success with approximately 400 students and parent/carers 

attending.   Exhibitor numbers were done a little at just under 58, a few having to cancel due to 
COVID-19 travel restrictions.   Approximately 50% of the exhibitors who attended completed our 

feedback form, 87% of those reporting positive student engagement and 94% saying they'd attend 

again in 2021.   Student feedback also demonstrates how worthwhile they find the event with 24% 
saying that they'd changed their minds on a career sector to look at; 50% saying they found out about 

careers roles they didn't know existed.  Student comments included, ‘I've managed to arrange some 

work experience’; ‘I'm going to attend university open days’; lots of comments about researching 

options and companies and working hard in lessons to get the job they want.  A huge amount of work 
goes into hosting the careers convention from school staff, the PTA, student helpers and the company 

representatives so it’s lovely to see that the students gain so much from attending.  My thanks to 

Karen Robinson for organising the event. 



 

  
 

Exams  

  

I have sent a separate e-mail concerning exams and would ask parents of students in Year 11 and 13 
to check new information that has been released today. 

  

  
Once again, thank you for all you are doing.  Stay safe, get some rest and try to enjoy Easter. 

 

Best wishes  
  

  

  

Mr S Matthews 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


