
 

 

 

1st September 2021 

 

 

. 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope you have had an enjoyable summer holiday and that the students are ready and excited to 

return to school.  I am delighted to confirm that the move into the new block has taken place and that 

final groundworks will be completed by Friday – this will allow us to follow the re-opening plan as 

scheduled. 

Before we can resume normal lessons next week, and following government guidance, we would like 

students to complete two in-school Covid lateral flow tests and have set up an Asymptomatic Test 

Centre to complete the task.  You should have received a letter from your Head of Year detailing the 

date and time students should attend and a copy can be found here.  Please can I ask that students are 

punctual (not early or late) as this is hugely helpful to the registration process. 

Details About the Test 

The tests are different to those that have been completed previously.  Please find below the relevant 

details.  It would help us if you shared the process change with the students. 

• We are using Orient Gene lateral flow tests. 

• Students will complete a double nasal swab, they will not be asked to complete a mouth 

swab: 

1. Using the sterile swab provided in the kit, carefully insert the swab into one nostril.  The 

swab tip should be inserted up to 2-4 cm until resistance is met. 

2. Roll the swab 5 times along the mucosa inside the nostril to ensure that both mucus and 

cells are collected. 

3. Using the same swab, repeat this process for the other nostril to ensure that an adequate 

sample is collected from both nasal cavities. 

• For Years 8 and above, the consent you provided in January is still valid.  Year 7 have been 

asked to consent separately as new students to the school.  A copy of the consent form can be 

found here. 

• A copy of the Privacy Notice can be found here. 

 

Arriving on site 

The school car park will be busy as all staff will be on-site completing INSET, there are also road 

works on Pinehill Road and Grant Road, please can we therefore ask students to walk to and from 

school for their test or be dropped off using parking at the Morgan Rec. 

Students should report to the rear of the small hall in the Sports Complex.   

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/latest-news/start-of-term/
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about-us/the-school/september-reopening-information/
https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about-us/the-school/september-reopening-information/


Results 

Unless students are remaining on site (Year 7 and 12), they will need to leave the site after they have 

completed their test.  Results will be issued via e-mail or text using the contact information the school 

holds.  There were some glitches with the process last time, please rest assured that in the event of a 

positive test result, we will always contact you by phone. 

In the event of a positive test result, the individual should isolate immediately and book a 

confirmatory PCR test via the NHS. In a change to procedures, the NHS will now run the tracing 

exercise with families rather than the school.  Close contacts are not asked to isolate if they are under 

the age of 18 and 6 months or if they have had both vaccination jabs.  Close contacts will instead be 

asked to take a PCR test via the NHS system and may continue to attend school.   

In the event of an outbreak at school (multiple related cases), the school will follow our Outbreak 

Management Plan which can be found here. 

Home testing 

Home testing will resume next week and new kits will be distributed.  Students are asked to test twice 

weekly (before school on Monday and Thursday) and report the results to both the NHS and the 

school.   

General Covid information 

We are keen to that school returns to normal, but we absolutely must minimise the risk of an outbreak.  

Students will be asked to follow Hands, Face, Space and Fresh air.  We will continue to encourage the 

use of hand sanitisers along with other measures which have minimal impact on education.  The 

Outbreak Management plan details the measures that we will continue to use during normal 

operations, as well as in the event of an outbreak. 

Apologies for opening the year with a coronavirus related letter; there were some unavoidable details 

that we had to share.  

I will write again shortly with an update about our plans for the year ahead.  In the meantime, we are 

looking forward to having the students back to school and a return to something close to normality. 

With best wishes for the year ahead. 

 

 

Mr S Matthews 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/About-Us/The-School/Sept-Reopening/Sept-2021/Edgbarrow-Covid-Outbreak-Plan-Sept-202.pdf

