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Edgbarrow School Covid Outbreak Management Plan 

The Government has made it a National priority that education and childcare settings should 

continue to operate as normally as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. The DfE’s published 

COVID Contingency Framework states that schools should have an “outbreak management plan”, 

outlining how they would operate if any of the measures described in the guidance were 

recommended for their setting or area. 

Education settings may be affected by a number of factors: 

• An outbreak at the school 

• Extremely high prevalence in the local community 

• A variant of concern 

In these circumstances and on the recommendation of the Local Authority and/or Public Health 

England certain measures may be put in place for the school.  More widespread issues across an 

area may lead to a Minister taking decisions on an area by area basis. 

This Outbreak plan should be read in conjunction with the latest guidance from the DFE which can 

be found here. 

 

To Avoid an outbreak: 

When the school has no current cases of Covid the following key factors will be in place to limit the 

spread of infection (for fuller details please see school risk assessment): 

• Students and staff will be encouraged to engage with the twice weekly home testing to 

reduce the risk of an asymptomatic case attending the site. 

• Students and staff with any Covid symptoms are asked not to attend the site and complete a 

PCR test through the national system and follow PHE guidance. 

• Whilst there is not requirement for students or staff to wear a face covering, those that 

choose to will be supported. 

• Hand sanitiser will be available at entrances to buildings and the canteen. 

• Students and staff will be encouraged to use ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’. 

• Students and staff will be encouraged to use their own equipment and not share.  Students 

will be asked to wipe down school equipment after use. 

• Areas identified as frequently touched surfaces, such as doors on entry/exit to a building will 

be cleaned twice daily. 

• Use of natural ventilation will be encouraged whilst ensuring a comfortable environment. 

• Where possible seating plans will be organised alphabetically to help reduce the number of 

potential close contacts.  Seating plans will be recorded. 

• Where appropriate, desks will face forward. 

• Staggered break/lunch times will continue. 

• School visits, fixtures and clubs will take place with attendance recorded. 

• Large staff meetings will be minimised, smaller meetings can take place in person but with 

social distancing in place where possible. 

 

Single Confirmed Case: 

If there is a single case within a year group at the school and in line with current guidance, the 

following steps will be put in place: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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• The school will report the case to the Local Authority team. 

• The individual will be asked to isolate following national guidance. 

• The school will encourage engagement with the NHS Test and Trace to identify close 

contacts (school will support as required). 

• Close contacts contacted by Test and Trace will not be required to self-isolate but will be 

asked to take a PCR test and continue with home testing, the school will encourage them to 

do so. 

• 18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th 

birthday, to allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which point, they will be 

subject to the same rules as adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will 

need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact. 

• Students who are self-isolating will be able to access school work via Google Classroom and 

pastoral support via email, phone or Google Classroom. 

 

An Outbreak: 

If there are multiple cases within a year group, across the school or extremely high prevalence in the 

community, the following steps will be considered following recommendations from the Local 

Health Protection Team: 

• All measures identified for a single case apply. 

• Temporary use of face coverings in communal areas and/or classrooms. 

• As a last resort, limit in person, student attendance by tutor group or year group. 

• Should a group be moved to remote learning, high quality live provision will be available via 

Google Classroom within 24 hours. 

• Cancellation of trips, fixtures and clubs. 

• Students will wipe down desks at the end of each lesson. 

• Enhance cleaning of all door furniture and toilets. 

• A whole school fogging with lasting protection. 

• Consideration will be given to home working for staff where appropriate. 

• Staff communal areas will be closed or revert to social distancing. 

• Attendance of vulnerable students, children of key workers and examination groups will be 

prioritised. 

• Non-essential visitors to site will no longer be permitted, performances and events may be 

cancelled. 

• Seating arrangements in the canteen will revert to assigned sections. 

• Specific advice related the clinically extremely vulnerable will be followed. 

• The reintroducing of an Asymptomatic Testing Site (ATS). 

• Enforce year group areas at break and lunch. 

• Staff meetings will revert to online only. 

• In the event of remote learning, those entitled to free school meals will still be able to access 

either a voucher scheme or parcel. 


