
 

 

 

13th May 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Wearing of face coverings 

As you may have seen in the news, the guidance on face coverings in schools changes on Monday 17th 

May.  The government is no longer recommending that students wear masks in classrooms or 

communal areas as the prevalence of the virus is now at low levels. The advice also applies to staff 

within a classroom.  Edgbarrow will follow this advice with effect from Monday. We will still 

encourage the use of a face covering when queuing for and using Cucina, this is because it is difficult 

to maintain social distancing, bubbles and students can be queuing indoors for an extended period.  Of 

course, students and staff can continue to wear masks at their discretion. 

We will continue to maintain all the other Covid related measures and encourage Hands, Space, Face 

and Fresh Air.  It is also important that students and staff continue to use the home testing kits and 

report the result to the school by completing a quick Google Form using this link 

https://forms.gle/rzMN3Zmz49PhSuQo6 and to the NHS using the NHS Test & Trace self-report 

website: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result.  

The age profile of the staff means that many have not received a vaccination and for the protection of 

staff and students we want to minimise the risk of asymptomatic cases coming to the site.  For many 

families the change in the guidance will be welcome; equally, there will be other families for whom 

the change may cause anxiety.  Your continued support of school measures and testing is much 

appreciated and helps minimise risk and disruption. 

Daily Contact testing 

The school has been asked to participate in a Department for Health and Social Care pilot. In the 

event that a student tests positive for Covid-19, that individual must isolate for 10 days along with any 

identified close contacts.  The pilot will allow close contacts to continue to attend school (but 

otherwise be isolated) on the agreement that they have a daily test on-site, complete 2 PCR tests and 

participate in a survey.  The enhanced testing is used to keep the wider school community safe whilst 

still allowing close contacts to attend school.  I attach an introductory letter from the Department for 

Education along with a privacy notice.  Further information will follow tomorrow. 

End of half term 

Our students in Years 11 and 13 have been brilliant in the way they have participated in summer 

assessments that are being used to help the school submit Teacher Assessed Grades to the exam 

boards.  We could not be prouder of the time, effort and resilience of these students in what has been a 

most exceptional year.  The associated paperwork, question setting, marking and moderation has 

added a huge amount of workload to staff.  As always, the team here have been brilliant and have 

taken to the task to ensure our students get the best opportunities and fairest outcomes. 

https://forms.gle/rzMN3Zmz49PhSuQo6
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


Our final assessment takes place on the 25th May with a marking deadline of 28th May.  The deadlines 

are tight as we have to complete the moderation of the summer assessments and student portfolios the 

week after half term.  As a result, the school will close for half-term at 12.45pm on the 28th May 

and allow staff a small contribution of time to complete this vital work.  Students will only need to 

bring equipment for periods 1-3 and an optional independent activity will be available for the 

afternoon.  The scheduled external functional skills exam will go ahead on Friday afternoon as 

planned. 

 

Sad news 

Many students will have been taught by Mr Richard Lucas in our Design and Technology department.  

I am incredibly sad to report that Mr Lucas passed away last week; he had been away from school for 

some time as he fought a brave battle with cancer.  He joined the school nearly 20 years ago, he 

absolutely loved technology and had a passion for his Systems and Control course.  He had a 

wonderful sense of humour and was a much-loved member of staff.  We are so grateful to have 

known Richard and have benefitted hugely from his knowledge and teaching.  Our thoughts are with 

his family, colleagues and all those who knew him. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr S Matthews 

Headteacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


