
 

 

 

5th March 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Exams Summer 2021 

You will have seen recent announcements regarding the determination of qualification results this 

summer.  There is some relief that the process will allow schools to award grades using robust 

processes and assessments that allow for disruption to learning.  We have also released a video 

explanation that can be found here: 

https://youtu.be/TFEE3jSVgZI 

OFQUAL outlined the process on Thursday 25th February and schools are due to receive the specific 

details from exam boards prior to the Easter holidays.  Rather than wait until Easter I wanted to give 

you our thinking on the process in order that students have maximum notice.  These outline proposals 

will be subject to amendment when exam board information is received, but this is unlikely to change 

the broad principles. 

We are still waiting for further information on vocational qualifications.  As a result of these 

qualifications being graded by individual units, the process is more complicated and we will share 

information as soon as we have it. 

The school will use summer assessments because: 

• This gives students an opportunity to demonstrate progress that has been made over lockdown 

and the return to school. 

• It will provide further evidence to support school decisions. 

• It gives students the longest period of time to make progress and for teachers to prepare them 

for an assessment. 

• Completion and preparation for assessments support students into the next phase of education 

The summer assessments: 

• Will use exam board materials and mark schemes to support consistency and equality 

• Will be moderated internally and subject to quality assurance from exam boards 

• Will only cover topic areas that staff have delivered to students 

• Will be sat in lessons where possible and supervised conditions such as the gym (for example 

we wouldn’t want one class completing an assessment in advance of another class) 

• Access arrangements will be in place 

 

 

https://youtu.be/TFEE3jSVgZI


Use of prior data: 

• Where the summer assessment does not represent a fair outcome for the student in relation to 

our expectations and predictions, teachers will consider evidence of prior achievement from 

robust assessments, such as mock exams. 

• As a school we completed robust mocks using exam board materials, mark schemes and 

boundaries which were internally moderated. 

• The final grade given is an assessment of the evidence of what students have achieved, not a 

prediction nor a judgement of potential.   

• Where a student is unable to sit an assessment, they may be given another opportunity and, if 

necessary, we will use prior data. 

• We will re-issue/issue the data used to reach a decision for transparency.  This will include 

summer assessments (assuming we are permitted to) so you can see what has contributed to 

grades.  We cannot release final grades, these will come from the exam boards in August 

How will students be supported and treated fairly given the disruption caused by the pandemic? 

• Prior data will be used as a safety net to summer assessments 

• The summer assessments will constitute around 50% of the external exams that would have 

been taken.  This is to reduce pressure and anxiety whilst still giving an opportunity to get the 

best possible outcome 

• Assessments will only cover content that the teacher is satisfied has been fully covered. 

• Teachers will make students aware of the broad topic areas and skills that will be covered in 

assessments.  This is will reduce the volume of revision. 

• Assessments will be shorter, with many able to be conducted within a normal lesson time but 

will cover content and skills that allows students to demonstrate the assessment objectives 

• For fairness and logistics, we may need to use the gym and hall to conduct some assessments.  

Whilst it is important that we ensure students produce their own work in an environment that 

supports concentration, we will be able to conduct the exams in a more relaxed atmosphere 

• We will try to release assessment timetables and topic areas prior to Easter to give maximum 

preparation time. 

• All access arrangements will be in place 

• Assessments and grade decisions will be moderated across classes, department and the school 

to ensure consistency, fairness and eliminate unintended bias. 

• Coursework will contribute to the overall grade in the same way as it normally would. 

Will appeals be available? 

• When results are released in August, students can appeal to the school (with priority given to 

those whose university/college applicants may be affected).  The appeal to the school is a 

clerical check to make sure there’s been no data error or error in communication to exam 

boards.  Students will then be able to appeal to the exam boards (via school), exam boards 

will then review school evidence. 

• Students will have the option to sit a paper in the autumn if they are unhappy with an 

outcome. 

Expected timescales? 

• Year 11 Core subject mocks will be replaced by teacher led practice questions so that students 

are familiar with the summer assessments, they will not count towards prior data and no grade 

will be issued. THIS IS NOT AS PREVIOUSLY STATED. 

• Most summer assessments will take place between 4th and 25th May for GCSE and A-level 



 

• Staff will complete marking at by 8th June latest 

• Departmental moderation will be completed by 14th June latest 

• Whole school moderation and submission to exam boards will be completed by 18th June 

 

It is therefore important that students continue to work hard towards their assessments, we will 

continue to prepare them to fulfil their potential. 

The school will be open and honest about grades, is aware of the need to be broadly in line with prior 

performance, but will also ensure students are not disadvantaged as a result of the pandemic or our 

awarding process.  Students will be given a grade that fairly represents the assessment evidence we 

have. We will have their best interests at heart throughout.  

We look forward to seeing the students next week. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr S Matthews 

Headteacher 


