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Dear Parents/Carers 

You will have seen in the news that schools are to reopen from the 8th of March.  Secondary schools 

have been asked to phase the return to school in order to allow us to complete mass asymptomatic 

testing of staff and students. 

As you will appreciate, this is a significant logistical undertaking which will involve not only ensuring 

students return to the site safely but also processing 5,000 tests.  Each student is due to be tested 3 

times on site to reduce the risk of spreading infection and to prepare them for a move to a system of 

home testing.   

It will take a few days to complete the planning before I am able to give you exact details, however 

the phased return will prioritise exam year groups, then Years 12 and 10, then Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 

9).  It is our ambition that everyone will take at least one test in the week beginning 8th March and that 

the phased return to face to face learning will be completed by the 15th March. 

Testing 

In advance of the detailed planning, we would be extremely grateful if all parent/carers can complete 

the consent process (a great many have already done so at Christmas).  I attach a copy of the consent 

form.  To provide consent please indicate permission using the SIMS app if possible: the consent 

toggle can be found by opening the SIMS app, clicking on the student, then selecting data collection 

and then parental consent, COVID testing (no. 6) then needs to be selected to give consent.  This 

needs to be done for each student that you have at the school. By providing consent on the app you are 

indicating that you have read and agree to all the information on the consent form.  If you do not have 

the SIMS app, please print the consent form and deliver it to the school office. For any issues with 

your SIMS Parent app please email help@edgbarrowschool.co.uk. 

To help with planning please ensure consent is given by 2nd March.  Whilst testing cannot be 

compulsory, it is very strongly encouraged to ensure the school community is as safe as possible. 

In the event of a positive test result, the normal isolation period and track and trace will apply.  You 

should be notified as to the outcome of the test via text or email, however we would always make a 

phone call in the event of a positive test.  Any student testing positive will be alerted within an hour. 

Please be aware that the testing in school is asymptomatic.  If you have any Covid symptoms you 

must use the NHS system and book a test. 

Students who have tested positive in the last 90 days are asked not to attend the testing. 
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Face Coverings 

The wearing of a face covering will now be compulsory in any indoor areas, including lessons.  The 

government has made this a temporary arrangement for secondary schools and will be reviewed at 

Easter.  In advance of returning to school, it would be hugely helpful if you could source an 

appropriate face covering and personal hand sanitiser.  Normal exemptions will apply. 

Priority Students 

Those students who are currently attending school will be able to do so during the week beginning 8th 

March.  However, we would appreciate it if students only attend where absolutely necessary as 

resources will be tight during that week.  We will be in touch with individuals regarding their needs. 

Online learning 

The staffing requirements of running the test centre are significant, in addition to the on-site testing of 

all staff.  Students will also have to attend at specific times for their individual tests.  We will 

therefore not be able to run a fully live timetable from 5th March inclusive.  Work will continue to be 

set via Google Classroom and, where possible, live lessons will continue but we ask for your 

understanding as we get the site fully open as quickly and safely as possible. 

Centre assessed grades 

We are expecting details to be announced later this week and we will be in touch in due course.  The 

Year 13 Online Assessments will go ahead as planned next week and students have been sent further 

information about these.  

I will write again with a more detailed plan, but hope you find some advance notice helpful. 

Please complete the consent process as soon as possible and we’ll be in touch with further details as 

soon as we can. 

Kind regards 

 

Mr S Matthews 

Headteacher 


