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Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope you are keeping safe and well.  Thank you again for all you are doing to support online 

learning, we know that lockdown can be challenging and so we really are grateful for your support in 

keeping the students motivated and engaged online. 

Online learning 

We continue to adjust our practice as we become more confident in our use.  We have previously 

asked students to avoid leaving cameras on for safeguarding reasons, this is to avoid any embarrassing 

situations occurring in the background either visually or verbally.   However, students are now much 

more familiar with the programmes and should be able to access alternative backgrounds.  Staff will 

increasingly be asking students to engage via cameras and microphones.  This allows us to check and 

support engagement as well as enhancing the sense of community.  We will not ask for cameras and 

microphones to be left on for whole lessons but live contributions will be an increasingly important 

part of the students’ future work life, so we want to support this skill in our online learning.  I am 

aware that there are a number of students who may have technical issues or have individual 

arrangements regarding contributions and of course these circumstances will continue to be 

acceptable. 

We have also issued a student survey to gain some feedback on the online provision and this will help 

us to share good practice and pick up on any other issues. 

I have reattached our student protocol that explains these tweaks. 

 

Well-being 

Lockdown can be tough on all of us and perhaps this lockdown has been the toughest of all given the 

time of year and weather.  We are keen to encourage students to get some fresh air and step away 

from screens.  Lessons are slightly shorter, students have breaks and lunch, tutors will be encouraging 

students to move away from screens and get some fresh air or try one of the PE activities.  I would be 

very grateful if you could reinforce this message for us. 

Student support continues to be available to all students.  If they need any support please get in touch 

via studentsupport@edgbarrowschool.co.uk 
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Re-opening 

As you will have heard the Prime Minister has stated that the earliest schools are set to re-open is the 

8th March.  This means we will continue with online learning for at least the first two weeks after half-

term.  I have no additional information regarding what re-opening will look like, whether it will be 

staggered, operate on a rota or testing requirements.  I am keen that as soon as it is safe to do so, the 

students return to school for face to face learning.  I will keep you updated with any further 

information. 

 

School Fund 

I issued our annual letter regarding the school fund on Friday.  Thank you so much to those of you 

who are signed up for a monthly donation or that made an annual contribution over the weekend.  

Given the difficult times we find ourselves in, your response has been brilliant – thank you! 

https://www.justgiving.com/edgbarrowschool/ 

 

Parent Surveys 

Thank you so much for those that complete the online parents survey.  This helps us to look at what 

we are doing well and where we need to focus some attention.  Some highlights from the most recent 

survey (Year 9): 

• 97% agreed or strongly agreed that their child is happy at school 

• 97% agreed or strongly agreed that their child is safe at school 

• 97% agreed or strongly agreed that their child makes good progress at school 

• 97% agreed or strongly agreed that their child is well looked after at school 

• 99% agreed or strongly agreed that their child is well taught at school 

• 83% agreed or strongly agreed that their child receives appropriate homework (8% Did not 

know) 

• 93% agreed or strongly agreed that pupils are well behaved at school (3% did not know) 

• 74% agreed or strongly agreed that the school deals effectively with bullying (22% did not 

know) 

• 97% agreed or strongly agreed that the school is well led and managed (3% did not know) 

• 96% agreed or strongly agreed that the school responds well to any concerns raised 

• 87% agreed or strongly agreed that they receive valuable information about progress 

• 92% agreed or strongly agreed that the new online parents evening is effective 

In school learning and provision of devices 

We currently have 64 students who are attending the school site under one of the priority categories.  

This number has been manageable for us without any interruption to the online timetable.  I’m 

grateful to our Progress Department, Student Support and our Learning Supervisors who are 

supporting this delivery.  The students have also been brilliant and I am thankful to the parents/carers 

who are only sending the students on the days when provision is needed. 

We have also loaned over 60 devices and 8 routers to support families to be able to access online 

provision.  31 of the devices have been supplied by the government (a further 8 have just been 

allocated to us), the remainder have come from kind donations, including Wellington College and 

TRL or existing school resources. 

https://www.justgiving.com/edgbarrowschool/


 

If you are eligible and need students to attend school or you are having any difficulties accessing 

online provision please do get in touch with your Head of Year. 

 

The students continue to produce some truly brilliant work.  Several staff have been kind enough to 

forward the names of students who are making great progress and I’ve had the privilege of chatting to 

some of them this week.  I am sure there are lots of amazing things happening and I hope being at 

home allows the students to share some of their work with you.  Well done to staff, parents and 

students, keep up the good work! 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Mr S Matthews 

Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


