
 

 
 

1st April 2021 
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers/Students 

Year 11 and 13 awarding of grades 

Last Friday the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) released its guidance regarding how 

qualification grades will be awarded this summer.  Final guidance and materials from the 

exam boards is being released after Easter.  The guidance is largely as expected and supports 

the plans we have shared. 

Over the last few weeks we have been compiling a list of questions from staff families and 

students and I attach a Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) document that I hope addresses 

some of your queries.  At the end of the FAQ there are some examples of the process that the 

teachers will use when assigning students a grade. 

Grade reports 

Year 11 – After the completion of the summer assessments we aim to release a summary of 

prior data (this is information you will have already received in previous reports).  We will 

also issue a ‘raw score’ for the summer assessments, but we are not able to confirm a grade.  

This report is likely to be released mid/late June.  The final  grade can only be released by the 

exam board. 

Year 13 – The students have been given the outcomes of the March assessment completed 

online and these grades will be issued in a report shortly.  After the completion of the summer 

assessments we will release a summary of prior data (this is information you will have 

already received in previous reports).  We will also issue a ‘raw score’ for the summer 

assessments, but we are not able to confirm a grade.  This report is likely to be released 

mid/late June.  The final  grade can only be released by the exam board. 

Summer assessment Timetable 

You will find a summary timetable attached to this e-mail.  The majority of assessments will 

take place in the student’s normal lesson time and normal classrooms.   

Year 11 – your assessments are typically no longer than an hour.  Your period 1 assessments 

will start at 9am and your period 5 assessments will start at 2.30pm.  Your teacher may ask 

you to arrive earlier to provide any prep that’s needed. 

Year 13 - your assessments are typically no longer than an hour and a half.  Your period 1 

assessments will start at 8.30am and your period 5 assessments will start at 2.15pm.  Your 

teacher may ask you to arrive earlier to provide any additional preparation that’s needed. 



Your teachers will go through the structure of the assessment and content covered in advance. 

Your form tutor will give you time and support to produce a personalised timetable. 

Lesson Attendance 

In line with government guidance, students are expected to attend their normal lessons during 

the assessment period.   

Year 13 – when you complete your second assessment in a subject area your lessons in that 

subject will stop.  All lessons will finish on Friday 21st May. 

Year 11 – Should continue to attend all lessons throughout the assessment period.  As you 

finish assessments in subject areas those lessons will become supervised study periods to 

prepare for remaining assessments.  All lessons will finish on 24th May. 

For w/b 24th May through until the last Friday in June we will continue to make learning 

provision; this will largely be remote, independent study, but will also include some sessions 

in school that we hope students will attend.   We will issue further details nearer the time. 

We will continue to update you with any further relevant information and thank you for your 

patience as we work through the challenges. 

The summer term of Year 11 and 13 is always one with additional anxiety as students 

complete their courses and wait for results.  I have no doubt that this year there will be added 

anxiety given the repeated disruption and the entirely new system for awarding grades.  I 

want to offer reassurance that the processes we have in place will not only be fair and robust 

but that we are making every effort to ensure that students are well looked after.  The 

assessments will be delivered in a supportive fashion and both prior data and any 

improvements will be taken into account. 

I could not be prouder of the way the students have conducted themselves through the most 

extraordinary of times.  I absolutely hope they achieve the grades that they are capable of, but 

I already know they have achieved great success in becoming fantastic young people. 

Your faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Mr S. Matthews 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


