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This academic year has started very well.  All year
groups are full.  Our Year 6 open evenings and school
tours have been very popular with hundreds of fami-
lies viewing the school.  New staff seem to have
settled very well.

Our examination results across the board were once
again very pleasing.  Our KS4 results were excellent
and our A2 results were very good.  The following
information shows the highlights of each Key Stage.

Please find below some highlights:
● 92% of our students achieved 5 or more A* - C

including Maths and English (up from 85% last
year)

● 94% of our students achieved 5 or more A*- C
grades (up from 91% last year)

● 35% of exams taken at GCSE level achieved A*-
A (same as last year)

● 95% of our students achieved A* - C in Maths
and English (up from 88% last year)

● 98% of our students achieved A* - C in English
● 95% of our students achieved A* - C in Maths
● 32% (of 35% possible) students achieved the

EBacc (English, Maths, 2 Science, Humanities and
a Language)

● Progress 8 = 0.64 best entry (approx. 2/3 grade
higher than the national average)

● Attainment 8 = 60.15 = B grade (50= C, 60 =
B) best entry

This is a fantastic set of results for the school and for
Maths and English who obviously feel the additional
pressure and burden of featuring prominently in our
school results.

Many congratulations should be given to all the staff
that have either taught the groups, led the depart-
ments or supported and guided tutor teams as well
as the Heads of Year who made such a concerted
effort to maintain and improve results.

We were pleased with our KS5 examination results
and they are as follows:
● This year 148 students sat examinations
● 99.6% pass rate

● 40% achieved A* - A grades - A Level
● 59% achieved A*- B grades - A Level
● 87% achieved A*- C grades
● 99.6% achieved A* - E grades
● 68% achieved A*- B grades, including A Level and

BTEC
● 94% of all BTECs taken achieved distinction and

distinction*

These results have maintained our high performance
from last year and are very pleasing.  The teaching,
intervention strategies and support that are given to
individual students is an absolute strength of our Sixth
Form.  The Leadership Team led by Tony Evans, Head
of Sixth Form, offer great leadership in this area of the
school.

Furthermore, 75% of students went on to Higher Edu-
cation and 38% of these students are at Sutton Trust
elite universities. The 37 remaining students are on ap-
prenticeships, working, sponsored degree programmes,
Further Education courses or are seeking employment.

Our thanks to all the teachers for their time and care and
to the Sixth Form Leadership Team for all their guidance
and hard work.

The Sponsored Walk
was postponed from
16th September to 23rd

September 2016 due
to poor weather.  We
had more than 1000
students participating in the 10 Km walk through
Crowthorne Woods and the day went very well.  Fortu-
nately, the weather was excellent and all students re-
turned safely. For this event we raised over £13K.  A
huge thank you to everybody for their support.

On Saturday 24th September 2016, we organised our
first painting and gardening day of the year.  What a great
effort!  I can’t believe how many people turned up.  We
probably saved the school about £5,000 on that one day,
painting the Humanities block 4 classrooms, all of the
downstairs corridors, the stairwell, the top landing and
the top corridor leading into one of the RE rooms.  This
time we were joined by four new friends from the



company , who are identifying projects
and community work in order for them to give back to the local
area.  I am delighted that one of our parents, Amanda de la
Haye put our name forward and we are in receipt of their
support.  

The Christmas Evening this
year was held on Thursday 1st

December 2016, 6 – 8pm.
This was another fantastic
event supported by many of
the lower school children and

parents.  The Sixth Form build-
ing was packed full of stalls with
lots to buy and there was a
lovely Christmas atmosphere.
Throughout the evening, we
were busy with students and
parents and together we raised

just under £5000 which is an amazing achievement.  Thanks to
everybody for supporting this event.

The Year 7 area has now been
completed and our thanks to
Kier (construction company
working on the Broadmoor
Hospital redevelopment) and
their associates for their  sup-
port and generosity with this
project.
 All work and materials have
been donated free of charge
and we are so grateful.  This
has made a huge improvement
to the outside facilities in our
Year 7 area.

On Monday 14th November work began on the redevelopment
of the Sports Centre Squash Courts into a Dance Studio.  The
contractors will be on site until the February half term 2017.
Although the PE department will be affected by this project, we
are hopeful that all other teaching and learning will continue
unaffected.  We are really looking forward to some new facili-
ties that the students can use on a daily basis.

Following a consultation period and a recommendation from
Bracknell Forest Leisure Department, from the 1st April 2017,
Edgbarrow School will take over the management of the build-

ing and the Sports Centre will cease to do business and
close.
We are committed to ensuring that this facility remains
available for community use on a block booking system,
and we will be taking bookings for this in the New Year.
In addition to the existing courts in the sports hall, the
small function hall and the outdoor courts and astroturf,
the squash courts are currently being converted into a
new Dance Studio which will be used by the students
during the day, but also be available for lettings in the
evenings and at weekends.  If you, or a group you are
associated with, would be interested in booking one of
these spaces from April 2017, please do e-mail
lettings@edgbarrowschool.co.uk and we will contact you
to discuss your requirements.

The school continues to have conversations with the Local
Authority regarding a new build project that is worth over
£10 million.  The Local Authority are in the final stages of
negotiating with the Government Education Funding
Agency (EFA).  We hope that by January 2018, we will not
only have plans, but the building work will commence.  I
will keep students and parents informed of these develop-
ments throughout the year.

This year, under the direction of Helen Blazer and musical
direction of Stefe McAdam, we will be putting on a pro-
duction of the popular Kander and Ebb musical, Chicago.
Performances will run for three nights on Wednesday 14th,
Thursday 15th and Friday 16th December 2016 at 7pm in
the school hall.  Do come and support the students in their
efforts.

Following the recent letter to parents, I hope that you are
now aware that we are working towards Academisation.
We have discussed the situation, our options and the
possibility of developing a Multi Academy Trust (MAT)
school.  As we make progress with this new initiative we
will ensure that we keep parents and students informed as
part of the consultation process.

Unfortunately as we come to the end of term we always
find ourselves saying goodbye to one or two members of
staff.

 – LSA – Denise started with us in May 2002
and joined our Curriculum Support team and for the last
few years has been an LSA.   She has been one of our most
supportive members of staff and worked so well with



departments and students alike.  She leaves us to go travel-
ling and we hope she has a fantastic time.

 – Systems Manager – Siobhan joined us in
February 2004 and worked tirelessly to set up the IT sys-
tems across the school.  There is no doubt that the work
Siobhan did for us was of great benefit to the teaching and
learning within the school and helped students secure better
grades.  Siobhan has left us in order to live closer to family
and we want to thank her for all her efforts and wish her
well for the future.

 – Snr ICT Technician – Michelle joined us
in November 2004 and not only worked in our IT depart-
ment but helped with A Level Media.  Michelle was a great
member of staff who helped across the school, supporting
students on the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme over the
years and supported a number of trips as a responsible adult
or minibus driver.  Our very best wishes to Michelle in her
new post.

 – Exams Manager – Karen joined our re-
sources team in March 2008 and in 2009 became our Exams
Manager.  This is a hugely stressful job as students need to
be entered for the correct exams, examination papers need
to be secure and the examinations themselves need to be
run appropriately.  On top of that, students are very
stressed during this important stage in their lives, so huge
thanks to Karen for doing such a brilliant job.  We wish her
well as she starts up her own travel business in the
Crowthorne area.

 – Food Technician – Nina joined us in
September 2011 and was a great member of our Design
Technology Team.  As you can imagine, helping 20 students
in their Food Technology lessons; ensuring they have the
correct ingredients, mixed in the right way, cooked, baked
or produced; then washed up, dried up and put away, all in
one hour is no mean feat.  Nina was a fantastic support to
the staff and students in these situations.  We wish her well
as she leaves us to join Costco.

 – PE Teacher – Miss Patterson trained with
us as a student teacher and a year later was appointed

full-time PE teacher and started in September 2014.  She has
been a great member of staff and has developed into an
outstanding teacher.  Throughout her time with us she has
given willingly to support clubs and teams after school and
enabled lots of students to develop their skills and talents and
their love of sport.  A wonderful tutor who has cared for 8R
since they arrived in Year 7.  Katie leaves us to go travelling in
January and we hope that she has the most wonderful time.
Our sincere thanks and best wishes.

, our Cucina chef started working with us in
April of this year, but is sadly moving on to work in ‘the
industry’.  We have thoroughly enjoyed working with him and
thank him for all that he has done for Edgbarrow School.

Congratulations to Sarah Kidd who has recently taken over
the role of Exams Manager moving from her role as Data
Assistant.  Good luck in the new post.
We continue to be impressed with the quality of teaching and
support staff joining the school.  Our new colleagues bring
with them a professional attitude to their work and are a huge
support to the students and organisation of the school.

This term we have welcomed a number of new staff and we
wish them well for a long and happy career at Edgbarrow
School.
LSAs – Laura Briggs, Carys Colborne, Yannick Hardie, Lisa
Shortland
Data Assistant - Alice Fitzgerald
Food Technician - Anisah Taylor
Midday Supervisors – Carol Horwood, Lisa McGaw

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone associ-
ated with the school a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.  I hope you all have a peaceful time with family and
friends and I look forward to seeing all our students back to
school on Wednesday 4th January 2016 (Week B).

Rights of Way Act 1932

Due to Safeguarding Protocol and in accordance with the Rights of Way Act 1932, the permitted path
through Edgbarrow School will be closed to the public between 8am and 7pm from 4th January 2017.

We are sorry if this causes any inconvenience, however the safeguarding needs of all our students and staff
are paramount.

Mr R Elsey    Mr G Oakley
Headteacher     Chair of Governors



Head of Year :  J Cooper

Year 7 News

A very warm welcome to Edgbarrow School.
I have been delighted with the excellent start that the vast majority of pupils have made as they embark on their
secondary school career.  Although so many of them looked apprehensive on their first day they have very quickly
settled into the routine and I am pleased that they are working so hard in lessons, making lots of new friends and
are fully involving themselves with school life.

It has been an exceptionally busy term and the Year 7s have fully participated in all our activities: they completed
the sponsored walk, they are busy collecting EDGpoints and most of them will have received their bronze
certificates.

The tutors and I are continually encouraging the Year 7 pupils to make the most of any opportunities whilst they
are with us and I am happy that so many are doing this.  Many have taken positions of responsibility as Form reps,
School council reps or have been part of consultation groups working on school decisions.  I have been impressed
by how seriously they are taking their roles.  There are many clubs running either at lunchtime of after school which
the pupils can involve themselves in and I would urge you to encourage your child to become involved.

As I write this piece Christmas is fast approaching and officially arrived at
Edgbarrow when the Year 7s organised stalls for the PTA Christmas Shopping
Evening!  It was a fun filled evening and I was pleased to see so many pupils and
parents at the event.  Special thanks to Mr Burrell and our group of Christmas
Singers who sang to welcome visitors to the evening and created a wonderful
festive atmosphere.
Rehearsals are in full swing for the school production ‘Chicago’ and I know that

a number of Year 7 pupils are
involved in that.  I look forward
to seeing our stars in the production.

It was a pleasure to meet so many of you at our Meet the Tutor
evening and I hope that you found it useful.  The Year 7s will
receive a Grade report after the Christmas holidays which will
allow you to see how they are performing in each of their subjects.
If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to

contact me.  Our Parents Evening for Year 7 is on 23rd February 2017 which will allow you to meet with your child’s
teachers.

I wish you and your families a very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The year 7s have definitely earned a rest over the holidays and we look forward to a busy and successful Spring
Term.

https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://twitter.com/
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Year 8 News
Head of Year :  M Jackson

Wow! It is the end of the Autumn already, it seems only 5 minutes ago that we were returning to school as Year 8 and here
we are 14 weeks later, getting ready for our Christmas break.

It has been fantastic to work with Year 8 over that time and to see how the students that joined in Year 7 as “newbies” are
developing and growing as students here at Edgbarrow. Since September, the pupils have shown a wonderful attitude and
approach to their studies and it is lovely to talk to colleagues about many of the students and how much the teachers enjoy
working with our year group.  Well done Year 8, keep up the good work.

The students are also involved in many activities outside of lessons and taking part in the wider school life. We have many
students appearing in the school production. This year the production is “Chicago” and I look forward
to seeing many Year 8s taking part. Well done.

We are also well represented on the school council, have a member of Bracknell Forest Youth Council,
well done. Bethan Cooper, with possibly another representative from the year group to join her
depending on voting which is currently taking place.  Many students have applied to become Student
Ambassadors within school helping and supporting in different subject areas and I thank them for this
and hope that many are successful. I am sure we will hear more about these roles over the next few
years.

Year 8s have also entered a competition to show their “Enterprise Skills” run by the Business Studies
department. As I write we have students who have made it to the final with winners to be announced before the end of the
term. Good luck to all who entered.

As Year 8 we have a group of students who meet regularly and quietly produce an in-house newspaper for us; like all
newsprint they are finding the printed page is expensive and are moving to electronic publication. Thank you to Mrs Moores

(English Teacher) for her time and guidance and to the dedicated band of students who work
with her.

This term has also seen money raised by the year group for the Air Ambulance Service in Dorset.
Over £200 was raised by a cake sale organised and run by Emily Pittick and Josie Marshall, to say
thank you to the service from Emily, following a family tragedy. Well done, to Emily and Josie
and all their friends who supported and helped.

The PE department continues to work hard with sports teams and fixtures and I am delighted to say that Year 8 have played
their full part in the activities,  ranging from Netball , Rugby, Cross Country, Badminton Swimming and  Triathlon club. Many
pupils have taken part and completed to the best of their ability, with the Year 8 boys Rugby team winning our local league,
well done to the boys and well done to all who have taken part.

As we come to the end of the Autumn term, we will enjoy preparing and celebrating Christmas, with assemblies when
singers and musicians will be able to show us their talents as we come together to celebrate as a school. We will also have
the opportunity to celebrate the success of our students in lessons throughout the term and to award prizes for the
inter-form competitions which have run through the Autumn term.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for you continued support again this term. I hope you and your
families have a wonderful Christmas and happy New Year. I look forward to working with you all again when we return in
2017.

by Sarah Mattey

To read the
complete article on the Noble Caledonia website please select link below:

https://www.noble-caledonia.co.uk/news/madagascar-volunteering-expedition/


Year 9 News
Head of Year :  E McClatchie

I cannot believe we are fast approaching the end of term and Christmas is nearly upon us!  I have been very impressed with
how well Year 9s have risen to the different challenges so far.

We have had a very busy term which seems to have flown by.  We have had options choices at the forefront of our minds
and I have had the pleasure of being able to have conversations with many members of the year group about what they are
considering and their future plans.  I look forward to many more of these in the coming months.  I am also very proud how
maturely they have tackled their assessment period they had earlier this month.  This was the first time they had so many
exams in such a short period and they coped with these exceptionally well, supporting each other and proving how they can
work together as a team to help each other.

As a year group we continue to join and be part of many sporting teams including netball, football, rugby and also part of the
successful winning Boccia team.  I am delighted to see so many pupils giving their
time to join with extra-curricular activities across the school.

It was an absolute pleasure to join the year group on the Geography trip to Kew
Gardens. It was wonderful to spend the day with the pupils and see them
thoroughly engaging in the day.  As a year group I can absolutely say they were
fantastic ambassadors for the school on both of these trips.

I am looking forward to the Year 9s inter-form hockey and netball competitions
being held this week.  The end of this term is always one of my favourites, with
the school production and Christmas assemblies to look forward to.  I know
many members of Year 9 are involved in these, showing off their various talents.  We will also get the opportunity to reward
them in the end of the term merit raffle, which is always very
enjoyable.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support.  I wish you and your families a wonderful
Christmas and happy New Year and look forward to work-
ing closely with you in 2017.

Merry Christmas!

74 students were invited to this years DofE Awards ceremony at
Garth Hill in Bracknell on 7th December. This is the most successful
year we have ever had at Edgbarrow both in terms of numbers of
participants, numbers of awards and the percentage of participants
who completed their award. We represented over half of the whole
Borough at the Ceremony and our students were immaculately
turned out in their school uniforms – a proud moment for parents,
participants and staff.

We have also launched the next cohort with record numbers of
participants at each level of the award: Bronze (85), Silver (42) and Gold (15) making a total of 142. Participants are Walking,
Mountain Biking or Canoeing in the New Forest, Brecon Beacons, Black Mountains, River Thames and the Norfolk Broads.
Staff and students are looking forward to a busy expedition season ahead! 



Thank you to everyone who has participated in one of the many activities
organised by the PTA over the last term.

Events have included the sponsored walk and the Christmas Shopping
Evening as well as the Bags to School collection.

Your contributions have raised nearly £20,000 for the school since the start
of the school year.

We always welcome new members to the PTA, no matter how much time
you can dedicate, even just a couple of hours over a term, we can use your
skills to help out with an event or suggest new ideas for fund raising at a
meeting.
You can find out more at the PTA page on the school website or join us at
the next meeting on Tuesday 17th January at 7pm.

Join easyfundraising and you can collect free donations for us every time you buy something online. It won't
cost you a penny extra so please help us to raise funds.
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their 3,140 shops and sites, they give easyfundraising a
commission for your purchase.
Easyfundraising then turns that into a donation and give it to Edgbarrow School PTA. Easy!

An app is also available for your phone or tablet.                                                      Join easyfundraising

Geography have taken two trips already this year. In October we took the whole of Year
9 to Kew Gardens, London as part of the topic of ecosystems. The students went to
experience the ecosystems of deserts and rainforests and spent a wonderful day in the
green houses of Kew finding lots of wonderful facts and seeing many of the plant
adaptations they had learnt about in class. Many of the students beat down a fear of

heights to walk the walkway some 50m up in the trees!
In December we took Year 7 to the National History Museum
to experience some real Geography in the form of tectonics. As well as experiencing a real
earthquake on the earthquake simulator the students also got a chance to see some fantastic
geology and also a dinosaur or two. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/edgbarrowpta/?t=PTA-UK-lo&v=a&
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/parents/pta/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/edgbarrowpta/?t=PTA-UK-lo&v=a&
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/edgbarrowpta/?t=PTA-UK-lo&v=a&


Year 10 News
Head of Year :  M Hutchinson

It has been a very demanding introduction to GCSE this term but I am very pleased to say how well I think Year 10 have coped
with the increased workload of their GCSE and BTEC courses.  I am delighted that the majority of students have approached
this new period in their education with maturity and are taking responsibility for ensuring that they produce their best work
at all times and organising their time to ensure they can do this effectively.

All of the Year 10 teachers are impressed with the year group’s high level of work and positive attitude to their GCSE courses
and this has been supported by the number of nominations I have received from staff to congratulate students on such a
brilliant start to their courses. These students have been celebrated on our Year 10 Praise Wall, in our end of term Praise
Assembly and through the many celebration postcards I have been able to send home this term. This is a fantastic start to Year
10!

Year 10 are also eagerly collecting Edgpoints and the tutors have been able to issue many chocolate bars and lunch fast passes.
Many students are also close to collecting free drinks and slices of pizza so well done and keep going!

Students have started to consider life after their exams in Year 11 and have been looking at possible career pathways which
are something we will address in the upcoming PSHEE sessions.  Please could I encourage you to start having conversations
with your son/daughter regarding possible next steps as the time to start making decisions will come around very quickly.  We
are exceptionally lucky to also be working with a number of Business Mentors from industry.  They are mentoring some of
our students and helping them to make the most of the next two years and also providing guidance for their future education
and career choices.  Many thanks to Mrs Robinson for her hard work that has allowed many of the students these great
opportunities.

I am very keen for all students to make the best of all the opportunities that arise for them.  I was therefore delighted to see
so many of Year 10 get involved in the wider school life through peer mentoring, school council, subject ambassadors, form
reps and much more.  The skills that these students will develop through their work will be invaluable throughout their life
and provides great evidence when applying for sixth form, college and employment.

We have a number of extra-curricular events taking place this term.  Year 10 Photography students have recently been out
on a Photography trip where the students conducted themselves impeccably and proved what wonderful ambassadors for the
school they are. I am looking forward to seeing the stunning pieces of work that evolve from their experiences. This, alongside
our on-going sporting teams and events, industry expert workshops and drug and alcohol awareness sessions, gives the pupils
a rounded and well-balanced education.

I would like to remind every one of the importance of good attendance and punctuality.  Students who are absent must take
responsibility for catching up on all missed work so that they do not disadvantage themselves in future assessments and poor
attendance has been shown to have a detrimental effect on achievement and life chances.
Similarly in preparation for the world of work we expect students to be on time to school and students who are consistently
late to school will receive a detention with a senior teacher.

Finally I would like to wish you and your families and very happy and peaceful Christmas and I look forward to working with
you all in the New Year

by Katie Harris 10T
We visited Oxford University for the day to see what it was like there.
Current students gave us a tour of Brasenose College, one of the 35
colleges that makes up the University.  Joe Organ talked to us about our
future options and why going to university is helpful in life.  There was a
really friendly atmosphere and we all had a great day.



by Hana Fry 10V
The HAT group is a club for high achievers and talented
students within the year groups.  It is based on results we
have achieved in Year 7 and we go the club each academic
year.  We usually do either brainteasers or solve maths
problems as this challenges us and stretches our knowledge.
However, this year, being in Year 10 we have been creating
presentations about something that interests us and then
we are going to present them to the Senior Leadership
Team.  Some students have been doing the Maths Challenge
and others have been reading novels; we can pick anything
that suits our interests.

The 3 workshop was fun and interesting to learn about.  The
team who ran the workshop were funny and kept us engaged
about the topic.  We learnt a lot about the company and how they
work to make the business approachable to everyone.  At the end
of the workshop our team won the most points and won a compa-
ny mascot called Jackson.  The workshop has made us think about
what we want to do in the future as a job and all the different jobs
and opportunities that the company has to offer.  By Molly Rafferty
and Liv Godsiff 10V

A message from Tash, our 3 Workshop Tutor
It is always a pleasure to visit Edgbarrow School, and today
was no different. I had prepared the Three reps in declaring
that your students a joy to work with: they did their school
proud in demonstrating their usual high standards. They
responded extremely well to the visitors from Three and the
various four workshops that they delivered. They actively
participated with harmonious team work, approached tasks
set with enthusiasm and professionalism, and produced some
fantastic work. Myself and the reps from Three thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and thank Karen and her wonderful
team for their exceptional organisation, positive support and
kind hospitality.

The 3 Workshop was fun and I learnt a lot about
the company and workers.  We did four activities
over 2 hours which focused on a certain aspect of
what the company does.

by Kirsten Dagas 10V
In Psychology we have learnt about how different people
react to various authorities.  You can learn about what
drives us to do certain things.  We also learnt about how
children form attachments towards their parents at a
young age.
It is an interesting subject as it explores how people act
towards different subjects, people and a lot of possibilities
of what they are thinking and how they react.  I find this
very helpful as it makes me aware of different situations
and how to deal with them.
The teachers of this subject are also very nice and creates
a happy atmosphere.

 by Jade King & Lauren Purdon 10V
The sponsored walk was to raise money by the PTA for our
school.  We all had to collect donations from friends and
family to contribute to the school.  It was a sunny day and
we all had fun.  We could buy refreshments a quarter of the
way round.  The teacher accompanied us and encouraged
us.  Some people even ran!  The runners finished in
amazing times and collected large donations.   Everyone
looks forward to the walk and we wear non-uniform. This
year the sponsored walk was postponed because of the rain
but we did it the following week.  We all had lots of fun.

by Ellie Hardy 10R
When I was in Year 9, we were offered the chance to be a
Peer-Mentor. At the time I was a bit unsure about what this
role was, but I applied along with some of my friends
At the beginning of this year, I was delighted to find out that
I had been successful in becoming a Peer-Mentor. We got to
miss a morning of school to undergo our training, where I
learnt how to be a good Peer-Mentor.
A Peer-Mentor is an older student who is assigned a Year 7
to meet with on a weekly basis and acts as a guide or adviser.
This means supporting your mentee and listening to any
worries or problems, then offering sensible advice to resolve
the problems and reassure the mentee. Generally mentees
need support in areas such as confidence building, family or
friendship issues or schoolwork.
Finally, after all the training, I got to meet my mentee. I feel
that by helping my mentee, I have become more emotionally
aware of how others are feeling, and it has also increased my
confidence and listening skills. Peer-Mentoring is an excellent
opportunity and I would recommend it to everyone.

by Henry Wood 10T
Peer Mentoring is how we help our students in Year 7
cope with moving up to a new school.  This experience
can be difficult for students who are a bit shy or don't
know many students in their year.  We talk to them for
15 minutes every week and peer mentors can also help
with family issues, homework and bullying.



On Wednesday 9th November Pete Johnson, best- selling author of ‘Ghost Dog’ and ‘How to Update Your
Parents’ came to school to talk to all Year 7s. This was an amazing experi-
ence for us all when we discovered facts about Pete’s background and what
inspired him to become an author.
Pete’s books fall into two main genres: humorous tales and ghost stories.
He set challenges for pupils,  welcomed questions and then signed copies
of his books in the library at lunchtime on the day.

Roald Dahl Day is celebrated every year but this year was a special one as it also commemorated what would have been
his 100th birthday.  To get into the spirit of the day we hid 6 ‘Golden Tickets’ in some of our books.  The idea was that we’d
hide them in books that weren’t borrowed as often to see if we could get some of our older (but still brilliant) books read.
This was received so well with the students we ended up hiding another 6 tickets!  We currently have had 10 tickets found
so there are still 2 more hiding somewhere…  waiting to be found….  If you are lucky enough to find them you need to
come in and claim your golden ticket chocolate and choose a book to keep.

Our reading club pupils will be following the 2017 Berkshire Book Award this year. Young People aged
11 to 14 years are invited to nominate their favourite new books. In December, 15 – 20 books that have
been nominated will make it onto the long list. Pupils will then be invited to take part in an online poll to
select the top 6 books.

The library hosted another Scholastic book Fair in November. We
had half price books, stationary and posters for sale in the Library
at lunchtimes and we also took them over for the School Christmas
Shopping Evening on Thursday 1st December which was a great
success. It was so nice to see students and parents excited about
buying books and it helped us reach our commission target so we
can now buy some more new books for the Library as well.

Pupils took part in the Library’s Elf on the Shelf competition, Elves
and quotes were placed around the school and prizes were given to
all finding all six Elves.
A Lunchtime Club is running for both Year 7 and 8 pupils on
Wednesday lunchtime giving them the opportunity to chat about
books and take part in book related activities awards and writing
book reviews.



Careers, Work Related Learning, Enterprise and
Employer Engagement

A group of 12 Business Studies students were offered the
opportunity to attend the above
event at Telefonica/02’s head
office in Slough.  The challenge
involved working in teams to
come up with and develop an
idea of a product or service to
make their life easier.  This gave them the opportunity to
work with young people from other schools, learn how to
create a business plan and then pitch their ideas to business
people.  All who attended had a great time whilst also
developing their transferable skills and finding out about
the telecommunications sector.

Edgbarrow once again played host
to 4 visiting Chinese teachers for
4 days in October.  The teachers
are based at Reading University’s
International Study and Language
Institute and have undergone a
rigorous selection process back in
China to enable them to take part
in the visit.  During their time with
us they shadowed Year 8 stu-
dents, taught classes in Calligraphy
and Paper Cutting; Chinese Cul-
ture, focusing on Chinese Dynas-

ties and Drama.  They observed a wide range of subjects
and met with teaching staff, Governors and other depart-
mental staff within the school.   All the students who had
the opportunity to be taught by them had a great time and
have gained valuable knowledge from them for the future.

This term we have held an assembly for Year 11s to
support their options choices, as well as a workshop for
Sixth Form students to investigate the apprenticeship op-
tion in more detail.  Links to both can be found on the
school website.   We are also planning to run a further
workshop in the spring for students in Year 11 who would
like to investigate this option further.

Year 11s have been looking at their options in PSHE
lessons as well as attending 2 assemblies one from Adviza
covering all pathways and one specifically on apprentice-
ships.  Links to both presentations can be found on the
school website along with other information to help them
make informed choices.  Adviza has also been in school on
a weekly basis meeting with students 1-2-1 as needed.
Students and parent/carers can request an appointment as
well as a referral from the Head of Year, tutors and other
staff.  If you would like to make an appointment please

email the Careers & WRL Administrator.
Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

In conjunction with ‘My
Kinda Future’  and ‘Three’
we have been able to offer
2 workshops to Year 10s
who expressed an interest
in finding out more about
the telecommunications
sector.  All who took part
found the experience very
worthwhile and below is a
report from one of the students.

On the 9th December we held our inaugural employer
collaboration event a new initiative aimed at building and
developing further links with the wider business communi-
ty.  Dr Phillip Lee our local MP supported the event with an
opening address; followed by Bob Elsey who spoke about
the school, our ethos and values.  Ron Cottrell from Kier
Group, who have already supported the school on a
number of initiatives spoke about the benefits from both
the employers and students perspective.   Our Head Boy
and Girl Callum Hill and Flora Hamilton both spoke ex-
tremely well about why business engagement is important
to students with both drawing upon their work experience
opportunities and the benefits they have derived from
them.  Nikki Mears, a School Governor, closed the speech-
es by explaining how employers can specifically become
involved.  Over 25 different business leaders attended, and
many stayed after the speeches to network with school staff
and governors.
Many are keen to support and engage with us in a number
of different areas from donating funds to providing work
placements.  We were delighted with the attendance and
can see that the links developed will provide some real
advantages to Edgbarrow students.
Thanks to everyone who supported the event.  If you are a
local business and would like to get involved please contact
businessengagement@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

mailto:Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
mailto:Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Governor News
Wow!!  Where has this term gone, it is hard to believe Christmas is here!!!

As you will have seen last year’s results were absolutely superb. Edgbarrow returned outcomes for students which were
amongst the best in the country at both GCSE and A Level.

● 95% of our students achieved A*-C in English and Maths at GCSE level
● 92% of students achieved 5 or more GCSEs at A*-C including English and Maths.
● 99.6% of students passed their exams with 59% achieving A*-B grades at A Level

The Governors would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all students and teaching staff for returning such
wonderful outcomes. A well-deserved set of results delivered through great leadership and effective strategies with a
healthy dose of hard work and commitment.

Our school has welcomed 240 new students into year 7, an additional 30 from previous years, and all have settled well into
life at Edgbarrow. Our Sixth form has 386 students, 65 have joined from neighbouring schools, we are delighted that our
reputation is encouraging students to target us as a destination to continue their education as they strive to gain entry to
university or into their chosen professions.

We started the term with four vacancies on the Full Governing Body. Following a successful recruitment campaign we are
delighted to welcome Charles St Aubyn, Daphne Hill, Alyson Guy and Sarah Pemberton to our team. Three of these
Governors have students at the school whilst the other is a member of the support staff. I am confident that they will deliver
great value to Edgbarrow and bring their experience, knowledge and personality to the team of Governors.

Activity from Governors during this term has included reviewing school results and establishing targets for this year. We
have been looking at current and future school numbers to determine what additional space the school might need and
working closely with the senior leaders to scrutinise financial budgets and ensure the money we receive is well spent for
the benefit of our students.

Speaking of the future, the Governors have been involved with the school looking at Academisation. A working party was
set up last year to investigate this topic. We have visited academy schools, attended conferences and spoken with experts
and professionals who lead and regulate the academy model. Following this work and healthy debate at the Full Governing
Body meeting on November 16th, Governors gave their unanimous support and permission for Edgbarrow to start the
process becoming an academy in 2017/18 academic year.

Many of you would have seen the letter sent to all students, parents/carers and staff following this meeting. As this key
strategic piece of work starts to take shape we will create a space on our website to keep you all updated and provide an
opportunity for you to ask questions and find out information that is important to you.

I hope the above gives you a sense of what the Governing Body has been involved with in the last term and, as ever, please
feel free to contact any of our members should you have a question or observation you would like us to respond to.

Could I take this opportunity to wish everybody involved with Edgbarrow a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New
Year. Enjoy time with your families and friends over the Christmas break before we return to what is bound to be a very
productive Spring Term.

Many of the events we run rely heavily on volunteers so if
anyone has the time and skills to help support our Careers
& Work Related Learning Programme please do get in touch.
We are currently looking for volunteers for a number of
events including, the Year 10 business mentor programme,
Year 10 mock interviews, Year 12 interview workshops and
organisations to attend the annual careers convention and
Sixth Form speed careers networking event.  We are also
looking to improve and enhance employer engagement, so
if any parents/carers have any links that we could explore
please do get in touch via the following emails:
Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk or
businessengagement@edgbarrowschool.co.uk

In line with DFE guidance and recommendations from
2012, I am pleased to inform you that Edgbarrow will
shortly be starting the process of reassessment for the
Investor in Careers Quality Standard.  Edgbarrow were
originally awarded the quality standard in 2011, and were
successfully reassessed in 2014.  The award lasts for 3
years so we are due for reassessment in April 2017.  A
steering group comprising Edgbarrow
staff, Adviza personnel, governors,
parents and students will be meeting
between now and the assessment
date to ensure that the views of all
stakeholders are represented during
the process.   

Karen.robinson@edgbarrowschool.co.uk
businessengagement@edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Year 11
Head of Year :  L West

This term has been a busy, stressful time for the Year 11s but I am extremely proud of the way that the majority are coping
with the mounting pressure on them.  Students conducted themselves admirably during the mock week exams and I hope
that their hard work prior to these will be reflected in their results.  It is really important that they listen to the feedback from
their teachers regarding their exams and how they can improve in preparation for the summer exams.  Students must ensure
that they are up to date with all work and if they are not then they must take responsibility for that and stay behind after school
to complete the work, which many of them are already doing.  Leaving work to do later will only further increase the pressure
on them during the Spring Term.  I have been impressed with how many of the students are already staying late each night to
ensure work is completed, so well done and keep it up.

We are starting to raise money for the Year 11 Prom and I am delighted with the
enthusiasm of a number of pupils.  Particularly impressive were a group of
students, who make up my Prom committee, who gave up their evening to sell
cakes at the PTA Christmas Shopping Evening,  at break and lunchtimes and
raised over £300 for the event.  May I take this opportunity to thank all parents
and carers who kindly donated cakes for this event, your generosity was amazing
and the cake stall looked fantastic.  We are also planning a pyjama day during the
spring term to raise money for the prom. Mrs Stockford is also kindly organising
the Yearbook and her team have been completing the preparation work for this
to go live. Students will receive a username and password to allow them onto
the site, where they need to complete their profiles and vote in the polls. Please
encourage them to do so.

Many of the Year 11 students have taken positions of responsibility this year either as prefects, form reps and school council
members.  I am delighted with how they have risen to the challenge of these roles in school and I hope that they find them
fulfilling.  The skills that they gain from such roles are invaluable and I would encourage them to include these on all
applications and CVs that they write.

The Year 11s will bring home a grade report during January which will help to give you an indication of how they are
progressing towards their target grades. These will also show the mock results.   We will be revisiting work on revision skills
and time management next term to help the students plan their preparation for the summer exams.  Please feel free to
contact me if you have any concerns so that we can work together with them to help them achieve their best.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  I hope that the Year 11s enjoy a rest
over the holidays and return in January prepared to work extremely hard in the Spring Term as we complete coursework,
revise and prepare for the imminent exams.

This term, Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students have been
busy planning for their GCSE Hospitality practical exam. They
decided to put on an evening event where they will prepare a 3
course Chinese banquet for staff and parents. They needed to
raise money to fund the event and all  proceeds will eventually
go to their Prom in July.
They chose to make and sell mini Christmas cakes to sell at the
PTA Shopping event last week. The results were amazing, they
managed to sell all of the cakes they made and raised a stagger-
ing £210 to fund their event. A huge congratulations to all of
them, with a special mention to Zoe Christou, Rory Mackinnon
and Claudia Sheppard.



News Around School

Year 13 Year 12

GOLD Adam Nixon*
Mason Williams GOLD

SILVER

Tom Ratford
Matt Ceaser
Jack Cowley
Ewan Beetham
Andrew Luckett
Nathan King
Alex Jones

SILVER
Charlie Piggott*
Eden Philpot
Levi Ludaics

BRONZE

Alicia Martin
Balaram Thirukumar
Beth Goddard
Alex Mayes
Ethan Yardley
James England
Anson Law

BRONZE Oliver King

On Tuesday 8th November all Year 12 and 13 Further Maths students took part in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge.
Gold, Silver and Bronze Certificates were up for grabs and these were the lucky ones who managed to achieve the
required scores. This is a national competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different areas
of mathematics.
Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

*Also received a certificate for ‘Best in their Year’
Adam Nixon also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’.  On Friday 2nd December, Adam Nixon and Mason Williams
sat the next round of the Maths Challenge.  I will let you know how they get on in the next issue.

In other Maths Challenge news, a team of four Further Maths students represented Edgbarrow in the Senior Team
Challenge heat held in Reading on Monday 14th November.  The team consisted of Charlie Piggott, Eden Philpot,
Beth Goddard and Alicia Martin.  It was a very tough heat to be in with the eventual top three schools being Eton,
Reading School and Wycombe Abbey.  Our team battled on and managed to gain 14th place out of the 26 schools
attending.  A good time was had by all and the Maths department would like to thank the students for giving up their
evening to represent Edgbarrow at this National event.

The Maths department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment activities so far
this year and congratulate those that will be receiving certificates.

Well done!



Sixth Form
Head of Year :  T Evans

We are delighted in the Sixth Form to see so many students making outstanding progress and contributing so well in many
ways. As we approach the end of this very busy and important term, Year 13 students are preparing for their future by
applying to apprenticeships, universities and employment opportunities. Year 12 have settled really well and are established
in good routines … on the whole. There are 222 students in Year 12 and the vast majority have made excellent progress this
term. The remainder of the year will fly by, so they must ensure that they keep up the work-rate.

We’ll give more information about Apprenticeships at Easter when we have concrete data but, so far in terms of university
applications, our Year 13s have received over 215 offers with only 9 course rejections, and those students so far have 24 other
offers between them. 8 students are being interviewed by Oxford or Cambridge and two students have applied for medicine.
Other students have offers from many top universities, such as Imperial, UCL, Bristol, Manchester, Edinburgh, Bath etc.
There have been 14 Unconditional offers made so far. This is all astonishing and it reflects the very hard work and ambitious
approach that we and our students have regarding their future. We’ll update further at Easter.

After the Christmas break, all of our Year 12 students who are doing A Levels will have Mock Examinations, and we have told
them all that we shall be taking these results very seriously indeed. They must give these examinations serious preparation in
order to give us a good picture of how they are coping with their courses. I am sure that they will treat this process with due
seriousness and do themselves proud.

Our team of Sixth Form leaders, including the superb Head Girl / Boy team and Captains have been busy this term in the Sixth
Form and across the school. Our HB/HG team has led the School Council and its sub-committees fantastically under the
guidance of Julia Cooper and we’re proud of the way that they interact with students from Years 7 to 13. It has been
wonderful to see the students taking responsibility and working together for the improvement of the school and the way in
which they have worked, through fund-raising, to help others who are not so fortunate. Preparations for the Prom will
become more urgent after the break, and it is scary how quickly the year flies by! We’ve just elected the Year 12 Vice
Captains, so hopefully they’ll take on these roles with great enthusiasm!

The football team is outstanding this year. We have only played two competitive games so far (which we won 5-1 and 4-1)
but we have lots booked in for after Christmas. Our easy victories so far augur well for the League and Cup games to come.
Hopefully, we’ll get some girls’ 5-aside football and other sports (volleyball, netball, basketball?) flying in the new year. Some
of the students have requested an open-mic night, which we’ll try do in January, all being well. We look forward to mixing the
fun with the hard work in 2017.

We shall also be launching the new Head Boy / Girl process in January and we hope that many students will consider putting
themselves forward for a role in the team. More info to follow!

Applications are coming in to join our Sixth Form next year, following our very successful Open Evening. We were very proud
of all the students who helped us magnificently on that evening – they spoke really well and inspired many externals to apply.
Although the students who have applied will not all join us, it is pleasing to know that they hold Edgbarrow is such high regard.

It remains for me to say a huge thank you to all staff, students and families who have supported the Sixth Form over the past
term, and to wish you all a very peaceful, relaxing Christmas.

On Tuesday 22nd November the A-Level artists took
part in a fantastic Life-Drawing workshop lead by The
Royal Academy of Arts tutor, professional illustrator,
Charlotte Steel.  The challenge of capturing the human
form is one of the most difficult in Art, and the students
did a great job.  They explored many new techniques and
processes, and produced some expressive and thoughtful
work.



PE Department
The PE department has enjoyed another busy and successful
term of sport. The main focus for the term has been Rugby,
Hockey, Badminton, Boccia and Netball with hundreds of
students across the year groups competing and representing
the school in the district and county competitions.

Year 10 Netball
The girls have had some great results in the league this year
and are coming together nicely as a team. Katie Appelbe,
Darcy-Hacke Woods and Freya Marshall are great in defence
and make it impossible for other teams so score goals. Zoe
Vallance and Sandra Stapinoiu are great at controlling the
pace of the game and feeding the ball into the shooters
Hannah Fry and Sanaz Day. The shooters rarely miss shots
helping the team achieve some really high scores. Keep up
the hard work girls.

Year 11 Netball
It has been a privilege to work with this team over the last
few years. The determined, motivated and considerate way
in which they play makes them an excellent team. The girls
are all incredibly polite and supportive of each other, this
combines with their skills makes them a formidable team.
 Well done to the girls for the games they have played so far:
Emilia Baker, Becky Ball, Grace Boucher, Keitsa Cangy, Mad-
die Clarke, Millie Del Nevo, Maisie Hamilton, Sofia Leach,
Natalie Mulliner, Charlotte Sayce and Anna Witchell.

Boccia Team
The Edgbarrow school Boccia team have started the season
well and have already qualified for the Berkshire School finals.
Well done to : Daniel Bruins, Michael Thornton, Trinity
Jackson, Edward Armstrog Davies, Luke Truscot, Max Brid-
port and James Nichols. Good luck at the next stage of the
competition.

by James Gardner (Year 10 Captain)
The Year 10 rugby team has done well winning the majority of their games. We have come together as a team even
though we have barely trained as a team together, but when it came to the match day we all managed to come together
as one and win the game. Probably, our best game by far was against Brakenhale when we were one player down again
their full 15, we still managed to pull together and only lose the match by two points. We have travelled to the other
side of Newbury to play the Downs School, which was the furthest we had to travel to play rugby but it was well worth
it because we managed to win the game. Altogether we have played as one and I am very proud of all the boys.

Badminton Festival
The big event on-site this half term has been the badminton
festival for Year 3 students  from our primary schools. This
was expertly run by sports leaders from Year 9. They all
worked extremely hard to keep the children constructively
active and provided them with a fun atmosphere while they
were learning different skills. The children thoroughly en-
joyed the event and I am sure the leaders also gained a great
deal of confidence and experience from the event. Fantastic
leadership was shown by all .

Kit Reminder
All pupils are expected to wear Edgbarrow PE kit to all
lessons and extracurricular activities. If a pupil is unable to
participate in the lesson fully they are still expected to get
changed. If your child is unable to participate fully in lessons
it is essential they provide a note explaining their reduced
participation.  During cold weather pupils can wear Edgbar-
row fleeces, jogging bottoms and base layers. Girls in year
10 are allowed Edgbarrow leggings.

These must be worn for all football and hockey lessons as
well as extra- curricular clubs.
If your child does not have these we do have some for hire
in PE department for 20p.

Gum shields are highly recommended for all rugby and
hockey lessons as well as extra-curricular clubs.  Pupils
without gum shields will be unable to participate in full
contact practices in rugby and games in both sports.
Gum shields are available from the PE department for £2.
Pupils should purchase these before their lesson to enable
them to mould them.  Both gum shields and shin pads are
part of the pupil’s kit list. Therefore pupils without these will
receive a kit mark. Once pupils have two kit marks a break
time detention is issued.



The girls have continued to show great commitment to hockey this term with about 25 girls coming, including
some very talented new Year 7s. Their skills and game play are developing every week which has resulted in a
good win against Ranelagh earlier in the term. We have employed a new hockey coach who has introduced new
strategies and tactics which are further strengthening the team. I would like to thank all of the girls for their
fantastic attitude and commitment. It makes the club hugely enjoyable and it has been great to watch them
improve as individuals and as a team.

There has been the largest turnout in Year 8 for netball this year with over 25 girls turning up each week for
training. We have had some mixed results across all teams with some good wins and losses alongside a good
performance from the A team at South East Berks which left us in 4th position out of 9 teams. The girls have been
working hard on developing their attacking play and this has been evident in our matches with strong, accurate
passing from the like of Nicole D’Espagnac, Katie Turton, Ella Harris and Issy Warner. There has been some
fantastic defensive play from Lucy Dear and Maddie Crofts and shooter of the season definitely goes to Olivia
Cornwell.  All the girls have a great attitude towards the sport and make training and games very enjoyable.
Thank you girls

The team this year was very unlucky to get
knocked out of the cup in the first round against
Theale Green. They were much the better team
and dominated the game from start to finish.
They spent fifty of the sixty minutes in the oppo-
sition half. Unfortunately they could not turn
possession into points and kept getting close to
the line, but then losing possession or giving a
knock on at the vital time. Theale Green had one
breakaway and scored which proved to be the
deciding moment of the game.
In the league games they have played some good
rugby particularly against Sandhurst which was a
comprehensive win. Against Brakenhale they
again had most of the play in the opposition half,
but Brakenhale have an exceptionally fast winger
who broke away to score two tries leading to a
narrow defeat.
Hopefully, if the boys can sharpen up their finish-
ing and have a bit more luck next year, they will
have a winning season and make better progress
in the cup.

We have had the same passion for hockey amongst the boys this year as we have had every other year which
is fantastic. Their eagerness for training and matches is faultless which makes training very enjoyable. They are
starting to develop their attacking play by linking up with each other nicely – we will see how it goes in their
first match against LVS this week.

I have been very impressed with the Year 7 turnouts to training this
year with over 30 pupils coming to training regularly. Having such good
numbers allowed us to field 2 teams to enter into the Edgbarrow
practice tournament in October. During this time the pupils had the
opportunity to play 4 games against local schools learning how to play
the game properly. In this both teams won the majority of their games.
Recently Edgbarrow fielded a team to enter into the Bluecoat rugby
tournament where all the best teams in Berkshire compete. The boys
did extremely well winning 5 of their 7 games despite missing a key
player from the team due to illness. This allowed us to finish 9th out of
30 teams, during which we beat a multitude of private and rugby
specialist schools. Well done boys same again next year.

The Year 8 boys have been amazing this year. I knew we would have a
strong team after winning all their games at the Edgbarrow tournament
and this proved to be true. Shortly after the competition here the boys
entered another all-day competition at Pangbourne college where they
competed well against some strong teams. After this we have remained
undefeated in the Bracknell league and narrowly lost to St Crispins who
have an extremely experienced side. Turnouts to training have been
good and the boy’s attitude this season has really impressed me. Special
mentions to Lee for his endless try saving tackles, George for the pure
energy he brings onto the pitch and Alan for his super rucking tech-
niques! I hope to see you all there again next year.



Please remember……

If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this  to print the form, print your details clearly
below and return either to the address below or one of your
children's current school.

The form can also be completed online by visiting 

Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in
the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children
on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has re-
tired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by select this  and returning it to school recep-
tion. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from InTouch as they are not received by the school;  any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk  and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.

●

●

●

http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=21390&ResourceID=4942230
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=21390&ResourceID=4942231
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about/the-school/school-uniform/
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Parents/Useful-Information/Forms/Files/LEAVE-OF-ABSENCE-FORM-2014.pdf
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Policies/Files/P6-Student-Behaviour-Policy-2013-Final-10-10-13-Public.pdf


NOTICEBOARD

 We would like to remind parents and carers

that we have a dedicated telephone number

for reporting student absence whether it be

going to an appointment or not going to be

in school.

The number is:  
.

Parents can also advise of absence by using

the email absence reporting facility on the

school website.

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can

efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.

Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal

property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities

and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur.  By agreeing that
your child may participate in the

activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the
school shall have no liability in this

respect.

SOFT FOOTBALLSPlease remind students that

they should bring soft foot-

balls (not leather ones) into

school to play at lunchtime.

The Centre is for any students experiencing

social, emotional or behavioural difficulties

that may have an effect on their learning.

Students and parents are welcome to

contact Ms Guy and her team directly.

However referrals will always be agreed

with the Head of Year.  Ms Guy and her

team can be contacted via the main school

number on 01344 772658

We  have the facility to offer Paracetamol to students
if the need arises. This can only be accessed via the
school nurse. If the nurse assesses that the use of

Paracetamol is necessary, she will first telephone the
parent/guardian for consent. An accurate record is
kept of Paracetamol use. We hope that this will
enable your children to remain in school and that

they will be more comfortable and able to
concentrate on their lessons. We will of course still

ask you to collect your child if they remain unwell orin severe pain.  If you have any concerns regarding this
please contact the School Nurse on 01344 772658.

If it is necessary for students to take any

medication in school (including non-prescription

medicines), the medication and a signed consent

form (this form can also be downloaded from the

school website) must be handed in at Reception

where it will be stored safely. The medication

should be sent in its original container, complete

with the expiry date and dosage details.  The

student must to come to the medical room at the

required time to report to the Nurse or a First

Aider before taking the medication.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.

It is a serious breach of examination
regulations to bring a mobile phone
into an examination room – see the
school website for more details.
Please ensure that students do not
bring mobile phones to school
during examination sessions. At

other times mobile phones should
be switched off and remain hidden

Please could any medical

appointments be written in

your child's planner and can

they also be reminded to

sign out at Reception when

they go to their

 appointment.

Items of lost property can bereclaimed from Reception atlunchtime from 1.45pm onwardsonly.  Items of PE kit are kept in
the PE department for a short time
before arriving in Reception.  Can
we please remind all parents thatall personal effects should benamed and that unclaimed lostproperty will be disposed of at

the end of each term.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk

Spring Term 2017
Start of Term Wednesday 4th January
Half Term Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February
Last Day of Term Friday 31st March  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2017
Teacher Training Day Tuesday 18th April
Start of Term Wednesday 19th April
Bank Holiday Monday 1st May
Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June
Last Day of Term Wednesday 19th July  (school closes at 12.05pm)
Teacher Training Days Thursday 20th & Friday 21st July

Autumn Term 2017
Teacher Training Day Monday 4th September and Tuesday 5th September
Start of Term Wednesday 6th September
Half Term Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October
Last Day of Term Tuesday 19th December  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2018
Start of Term Wednesday 3rd January
Half Term Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February
Last Day of Term Thursday 29th March  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2018
Teacher Training Day Monday 16th April
Start of Term Tuesday 17th April
Bank Holiday Monday 7th May
Half Term Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June
Last Day of Term Friday 20th July  (school closes at 12.05pm)
Teacher Training Days Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th July

Academic Year 2017-2018:  one Teacher Training Day to be confirmed


